THE VERB IN HARARI 
(SOUTH ETHIOPIC) 


BY, 
f 


WOLF LESLAU 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PUBLICATIONS IN SEMITIC PHILOLOGY 
Volume 21 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 
BERKELEY AND LOS ANGELES 
edi 1958 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 
PUBLICATIONS IN SEMITIC PHILOLOGY 


VOLUME XXI 


EDITORS 
WOLF LESLAU 
IRFAN KAWAR 

ESHREF SHEVKY 


THE VERB IN HARARI 
(SOUTH ETHIOPIC) 


BY 
WOLF LESLAU 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 
BERKELEY AND LOS ANGELES 
1958 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PUBLICATIONS IN SEMITIC PHILOLOGY 
EDITORS (Los ANGELES): WOLF LESLAU, IRFAN KAWAR, ESHREF SHEVKY 


Volume 21 


Submitted by editors November 19, 1956 
Issued August 25, 1958 
Price, $:1.75 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 
BERKELEY AND LOS ANGELES 


CALIFORNIA 


> 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS 


LONDON, ENGLAND 


PRINTED IN THE NETHERLANDS 
BY E. J. BRILL, LEIDEN 


To 
MARCEL COHEN 
My Teacher and Friend 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
Princeton Theological Seminary Library 


https://archive.org/details/verbinhararisoutOOles!| 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


I wisH to express my thanks to the Research Committee, University of California, 
Los Angeles, for assistance in the preparation of the manuscript; and to the 
staff of the University Press whose competence and devoted codperation accel- 
erated the appearance of this study. 

My investigation of the morphology and the vocabulary of Harari was made 
possible through the help of the Ethiopian authorities, and particularly of 
Blatta Ayyele Gebre, Vice-Governor of Harar, and of the late Prince Makon- 
nen, Duke of Harar. My sincere thanks are due them. 

W. L. 
University of California, Los Angeles 


io . 
" “4 
Weg Th tht 


‘ 


« 


a bcs, 


nd i ot | Wh i Lut s : 


CONTENTS 


PVE Bee Wrenner a a as ode a Fak Pay’ j0t'e ad 04. Mp cd ica (Sy ah Pe LAER, er PR ee 


Pine Ea ANLY UNEOODS orc. 2) Se dag vcd Monty Waplia’ oss eda (a ot as Nema a 

EHR TEMES erat co VeVi) ee) ce ahs, Ona ee aT EA sie ot nao at 7a rah Saaremaa 
PR EEC mC DEH COUT 5 SE oe Fy a ea ga oA epbrent ey ck ie tan alee sek Ugnie ooh rok Caan Ai pees 
Ree eta mer COTO. 6c ay ite g's a ght peel ae Gale css 1b RaSh AO eae Bea : 
NETS AU is My cra (el igs Mae oa ULE cs DME ene MON Dy re Rea MEAP Lt ‘ 

Meaning and usage. of the petfect 2,0 )aicik.) SO) BNO 5 OR sea See neta 

Rio mo leupeticct. 6 8 reel io WR. a hones Ae ere ee mr eve errs | Rt ON 
Reo eetreChreyar. sw Be: Pai mere me Ok ee Ph ee cL Oa Ai ees 
Re rere ae eb Ee inf ho Vinc jain'm oP aotor ene bebe ee Sieh ea) a ae 


HOE Ca 06. gi RRO, SA ee eG ae ee eel ay parr ay ay aes Cate et ea 
Dt OMIOOL CCL a. ole Go enn. na aN nag ey Aue nao PA aD Se Nee 
RUBE AI Re SIINIDOLICCE| Tai co cae et) ge Oe Ea gl ae ee es Oe 
Re rn UMC IN Derect. a LS ear cat gh tt real Sea aak aay Ceci ce 0 Ean ona Pe 
Mem CIATEV OC MIMDETICO EY is ho) ei 8 a8! se alse UR ie laura UVa ee alae ea ee RR a ae 
Dreening and asace Of the: positive: impertect 0) (2:1) y ai ate chee : 
RENE RE HII ATADCTLOCE as AY aii so Ly circ van tha a ernie ae luaine a td mo eg tae aay 
COTES) oy feel OA hates \ ates Ale Ont 77 ig? aa a LP RCP AR era bate Fe ag tiie 
Ree RIROU Ly MODCETECE (6 s'5 seer eh Masts) aly) cahitee. Sh. ea tate rate te Coby Terao Sra os 
Re Lee ND CLT CC Be fie aga beet han “oe hy ae obey ref atte hah AN EAT OUR ce ee ee ene 
Neo amrve.tmpetrect sd Or ik Os an Sr, SARE RPG IEC D A WEED 4. it Sak ie 
Ree ei cpe? tNMeLleces (APAsLT 7 Pee Fk SUP 2h ak he it de Lae ea ee 
fel PF ompoune impertect ( pisaD reise) iy) Col eo Vapi he NP david va el ss Sth a a aes 
CAS Lea EE GR oe aS RPO Gee Soke Onli One et oh, ep RRC EEL bees] vate 
Re Pama SI0AP ori) No ie a aa ee ss ne SAS QUIRED ca aN ae teat ean ant Saale 
Meamnr and usage sof the nepative imperfect) aie cael p ween) yo oe 
Cee Ne Boris ayidurs, .Visavremel )\ MOR RA Ys, lee RE EIN ae) via 
Be2ot, ne forms aysibdr, vaysiVar ss wks CON wcarvals Weight ELV et sas anna ar cab ot ee a 


— Se 
wore Oo oO OO onuunn - 


aS a Sy Es 
NTA OM MN B NH NW LW 


dt ed ee 
oon 


NONNNNNNDND WH 
WONNNrF FO O&O 


x Contents 


TOSSIVECAND UMPERATIVE, «2 o.oo fled gteaiagst ae Bet ahd Sera ts ioe talent 25 
RACs A) USGI Ce Pa Si Rid! ite hy. oe aaa tia: Om Ng mROCR a ING a NAD sg ee) eri ps Wee iee oe ae Zo 
SVASTON Ere 3a: hi Nana a a A se RS a 2 aR Sen seep sams en gM ES oN ee 26 
S226.) Mesninejand usage of the jussivevand imperative 2.0% jy. se ee 26 

NOMINAL HEORMS'. © 55 Gyo a's asl io een Se emiac ye hours ce) nc no) ae 26 
OA aI DEL VedOr verbal noun ce 4). MAE ee ee art eae. ee! ee brs amo nee 26 
S20 .9 bassiverpatticiple: tik abe Vol a ba Me co Reem eN elie e a Lan Goce ec 27 
POERIVEDS OTEMS Ui "50 eb cae’ se Sap cal Vall Oita) eh) Sh let poe ® at listed Uo NO el le tell Uns Nn 28 

STEM AW ITHOUTO PREELXES 0) .2. ip vsuet yt ch eeumen aie iS) eld tk eel ay ee 28 
Se2O Mirecuentativie item) 6) ea hok (ida ane nanan hele cat atin th: Wh leo eedea cas en 28 
STHMSSWITH PREFIXES ¢ oh) \jc¢ Ver ce coe ior Seti on 66. BM eM gh Oe, coblieh ose) eek hae eget, en ee pix! 

OECTA VEEL wie Eee ia) ema MiW aL od he May ah io coh wh ah aN anes Ponte (ee OUP CAUNSE a a ane 29 
Rh DOU ARetlexive-passive :Stema 77-80 yee 6) 5) aed sh rohuatunntee wt. eatin relat at Ge Meek tn ri Pb) 
Noss MR ECIpLOCAl eSEE I 2. tie ila dalicn neil Gi). ey coll ay Molt aty, seats a6 What coh tk Ut Sit Rewer Ai a 31 

ECE WATE Bai eres ah Sap ete aah ae Rib Rat ARS ath et aby ae geen ee AMID er 31 
Se Se ma USatiVe etd Loi Ae ae. Wao RM meen lca ig meee. | Cilla es a ee 31 

SECT WACIIMAT aut) eS, jel vac e ocelot |) a.tat Lo tipi yee) eae eel Modatenee Seclt p Osan Cnt a ae ares hs) 
A De me AUESAL EVIE ine eMe Cee, lat eie UBUNTU vg OAL Mee eer St SM a 33 
NESS eC SATI VE; OL TECIDLOCAL! bers O(a) ae fe 1s See egal Te ag telat ter Mais aett es 34 
NSO MBA NCIRILALL VO Niel Poti ngs a aa Mage sd) Worst, o's lodge Ue Aleve ad nate etic NERY) cesta Minette eee is) 

SES TTINV EEL Mod [ire rato d ee i oy ae as) dG ae" eee ie! deca plo AOE MIRA Ca ea er 35 
SeoOUVieaming” and Lusaye) Of (fGH- 5 WANA \s0 a 5.6). 6 Wisco bee oe olga ls i Bis) 
SPECIRUM VERBAL. CLASSES! 2° Maries nl tn hate selk) ay nen Da pet em ual Wall (alte sy Regn 36 

PEER EIEe RONES TAMIA SN Sit eye Al a) teal igt » OA 'eas Oe Ne | ge UkY ral TAAL e eet uot Gas Oe i 36 
RUS eM ASS I UGG1G bite ee aha Cari Gs) ay ee ec et PaO Op BANOS cae eer 36 
RS SVEN ISORCC LOT eee etic! Santen igs cy ucla tet tan ipsa a Tite) ee eaten lee ke gent eee ge 40 
NOU PRSIASS WO ARG RRNA cS ig aval Vee ke deli eels, Gaede ie ER A og raed enn ee 42 
RAR ASS Masa t tet tems Name teat ed veneer atlas GTS, ca ers) Gay eels hes Nea en geen 44 
Ned rlags nana gia ahh. hao ier AW attic ina ane NETL a oe WUE Nash ae ee t e 48 
NM RASS SIDS A ie Ne ait a) ini Needs catia: Wes Oa eece ta teh Jeri tan: (oa Hr Paya Cnegane coer ae mae 50 
Rea wiclass DaraNa! baviia” <a a.) a hs Se) eo, SUR sy oe atped eV ne, be eee Ree ne ee 52 

POE UUER ALIS hoe fa uke) ge EE rah cece A bette Tay lah wadiiel oR GDN OLN! Bay ico Mall cof 2,9) 0, nite, cn 54 
SG Oy UG CCl 21 97 7 2) SP eS er Pa PT OREN ce DUST, WOMAN a La iy hiya yo 54 
READE 1ASS GAG U Me Sen Ey SEP a USL EH [Flt Ge MERON N EAM aR Gite ots ae ne gaat eee 59 
NAG AON ASS OL e! AP Bg 9 yy es ugha nee) st lala oes Reet MeN ah ie 4 8 ht en etre 61 
Sy CRG CSSA 7 72 ri nO es RCE CO Th AEA TUR LAP ee st fare REE MU Re Ta a co 63 
READ PV CEDS (GACI LPI ie Bind 6/50 Ret od ee ee Te Te ee ae et ees” (NU saan eee eS 66 

COMADRILISERALS 2 bibs: bee kaih it seal (Asc vat 1 7 Pads Aue nme Ute e, Wowace ane cece eee ea 68 
Spa aRecuiatramadriliterals Asli me pile iki cy dss Nam ol staat em ret csckls xs Beedle a 68 
SeO0 Abbreviated quaceiliteralsiime (aos Nein’ shezecuniet cauem aa st fe kes ve! ace, ec 70 

COMPOUND <VERBS\s) fn ' 0 har )5 cK: ina, Joy) nba eet aia in gett Vins: Weldstenas ene aml i 70 
M51 Ss Rormiand sage el nS Nae cds) ic 2d) ediaioar edie y cite Movin, 0s dco ae a 70 
UXPPEINDIX (2 Usp: cy io pee i ibeure se Mb tal Gale} byt iol my aly mewics So game Me S5UGRs tie ae nen 74 

NERBAL SUREIZEDY PRONOUNS (.) 64 rae) jut binabeytehieh abun oi 1s. 300 ou Ae ene 74 
Neo2. Meaninovand general: principles: (vi ap lara oe comes Ue jrciues 2 <n 74 
NPoo.ulne forms, of thessutixed ‘pronoune iis ye momen Date) .>[hineo) <i teen eee 75 
(254.4 [he werbal fotms withthe sufixed pronouns: (faerie, /s) lanen eee eee (73 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Books AND PERIODICALS 


Cerulli = E,. Cerulli, Studi etiopici. I. La lingua e Ja storia di Harar. Rome, 1936. 

Cohen = Marcel Cohen, Etudes d’éthiopien méridional. Paris, 1931. 

Harar ermSeON Gert 111: 

Gafat = W. Leslau, Etude descriptive et comparative du gafat. Paris, 1956. 

[AOS = Journal of the American Oriental Society. 

Leslau = W. Leslau, ‘Contributions 4 l’étude du harari”, Journal Asiatique, 229 
(1937), 431-479, 529-606. 

Praetorius = F, Praetorius, Die ambharische Sprache. Halle, 1879. 

RSE = Rassegna di studi etiopici. 

ZDMG = Zeitschrift der deutschen morgenlandischen Gesellschaft. 


The mention of a periodical without title or author refers to an article by the author of this 
study published in the mentioned periodical. 


LANGUAGES 
A = Aymellel GInt==) Geez Sa =a uel 
Amh = Ambharic Gativ==.Gatat ew a liore 
Arg = Argobba Go i= Gogot Tna = Tigrinya 
e == Chaha Gti == Greto We =: Wolane 
EB a 7a M = Muher Zo eae a 


Eo” -=" Ennemor Ms = Masqan 


iy ms 
ey ey Ae 


INTRODUCTION 


Harari is a language spoken only in the city of Harar, which is situated about 
350 miles to the east of Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. 1 The native name 
of the language is the Galla expression Adare, or, with the Amharic ending, 
Adaratita. Inhabitants of Harar also call their language gé sindn “the language 
of the city”, gé (“city”) designating the city of Harar; but usually they call it 
Adare. For the purposes of this study, “Harari”, the name Western scholars 
have adopted for the language, will be used. 

For the student of Ethiopic, Harari presents several interesting problems. 
They arise from the fact that Harari, though a Semitic Ethiopic language, is 
isolated from the other Semitic Ethiopic languages and is spoken in a Cushitic 
environment. The Cushitic elements are varied: there are those that belong 
to the substratum language of Sidamo, a language group no longer spoken in 
that region, and there are those of Galla and Somali, the neighboring languages 
of Harari. Another question is that of the historical connections between the 
inhabitants of Harar and the various ethnic elements of Northern Ethiopia. 
A precise knowledge of these connections would throw light on the linguistic 
relationship that exists between Harari and the North Ethiopic languages. And 
finally, its precise position within the other Ethiopic languages still remains to 
be investigated. 

The morphology shows that Harari is a language independent of the other 
Ethiopic languages. Though essentially of the South Ethiopic type, it contains 
archaic features of the Proto-Ethiopic language. ? As for its position in South 
Ethiopic, there are strong indications that Harari formed a dialectal unity with 
Rastern Gurage, that is, Selti, Ulbarag, Wolane, and Zway. 3 

A study of the vocabulary reveals that there are various strata in the language. 
There is the Harari stock not found in the other Ethiopic languages; there is the 
vocabulary common to the other Ethiopic languages, and particularly to the 
Rast Gurage group; there is the vocabulary of the Sidamo substratum; and 


finally, there are the numerous loanwords from Galla, Somali, Amharic, and 
Arabic. 4 


1 The strange fact that Harari is spoken only in the city of Harar can perhaps be explained 


by the nature of the city. Indeed, Harar is a walled city with five gates. For general information 
and : ee on Harar, see E. Littmann, art. Harar in the Encyclopedia of Islam; Cerulli, 
Pp. 4-d0. 

a AO S371 '(1951);/242-230. 

3 Cohen, p. 42; Cerulli, p. 441. 

4 For the Arabic loanwords, see W. Leslau, “Arabic loanwords in Harari’, in Studi Orien- 
talistici in onore di Giorgio Levi Della Vida, vol. 2 (Rome, 1956), pp. 14-35. For the Sidamo 
elements, see Cerulli, p. 440. 
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2 The Verb in Harari 


The first vocabularies and small collections of texts of Harari were published 
by H. Salt,1 C. T. Beke, 2 and R. F. Burton. ? These documents were utilized 
by F. Miller * and F. Praetorius ° from the morphological point of view. Other 
vocabularies and small texts were furnished by P. Paulitschke ® and L. Bricchetti- 
Robecchi. ? A Harari manuscript collected by F. Mondon-Vidailhet was published 
by C. Conti Rossini. § The various texts of Burton, Paulitschke, Bricchetti- 
Robecchi, and Conti Rossini were reédited by E. Littmann in his various studies, 9 
with a grammatical and philological commentary. A firsthand grammatical 
description of Harari was published by F. Mondon-Vidailhet. 1° A sound de- 
scription of the language was presented by Marcel Cohen. ! The most complete 
study on Harari was published by E. Cerulli. 1? I reédited with etymologies and 
comparisons a vocabulary in manuscript collected by Mondon-Vidailhet as 
well as the various vocabularies by the above-mentioned authors. 8 

These various studies, important as they are for our knowledge of Harari, 
do not present a complete view of the structure of the language. Among other 
things, innumerable details in the domain of the verb remain unanswered or 
are presented in a summary way. The presentation of the various verbal classes, 
of the derived stems, and of the conjugation is incomplete. I, therefore, decided 
to take up the investigation of Harari during my various stays in Ethiopia in 
1946-1947, 1950, and 1954.14 After collecting a vocabulary of about 2.500 roots 
and some texts, !° I undertook the investigation of the Harari morphology. The 
present study deals with the morphology of the verb. I am well aware that 


1 A voyage to Abyssinia and travels into the interior of that country (London, 1814). Appendix 1, 
pp. vi-x: English-Harari-Galla vocabulary. 

2 “On the languages and dialects of Abyssinia and the countries to the south”, Proceedings 
of the Philological Society, 2 (London, 1846), 89-107. Among the various vocabularies of 
pp. 97-107 Harari is also mentioned. 

3 First footsteps in East Africa: or, An exploration of Harar (London, 1856), pp. 511-582. 
The English-Harari vocabulary is given in transliteration. 

4 “Uber die Harari-Sprache im éstlichen Afrika”, Sitzungsberichte der Kaiserlichen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften. Philosophisch-historische Klasse, 44 (Wien, 1863), 601-613. 

5 “Uber die Sprache von Harar,” ZDMG, 23 (1869), 453-472, and in his Die amharische 
Sprache (1879), passim. 

8 Beitrage zur Ethnographie und Anthropologie der Somal, Galla und Harari (2nd ed.; Leipzig, 
1886), pp. 70, 71, 73, 77-96; Harar (Leipzig, 1888), pp. 516-531. 

7 “VYingue parlate somali, galla e harari’’, Bolletino della Societa geographica Italiana, ser. 3, 
vol. 3 (Rome, 1890), pp. 257-271, 380-391, 689-708; “‘Testi nelle lingue harar e galla”, Rendiconti 
della Reale accademia dei Lincei. Classe di scienze morali, storiche e filologiche, ser. 5, vol. 1 
(Rome, 1892), pp. 254-259; “Note sulle lingue parlate somali, galla e harari raccolte ed ordinate 
nell’Harar”, Bolletino della Societa africana d’Italia (Napoli, 1895-1897), passim; ‘Nell’? Harar 
(Milano, 1896), pp. 212-213. 

8 “Testi in lingua harari, “Rivista degli studi orientali 8 (1919-1920), 401-425. 

® “Die Partikel’ -maim Harari”, Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie, 33 (1921), 103-122; ““Bemerkungen 
zu den neuen Harari-Texten”, ZDMG, 75 (1921), 21-36; ‘‘Harari-Studien”, Zeitschrift fir 
Semitistik, 1 (1922), 38-84. 

10 La langue harari et les dialectes éthiopiens du Gouraghé (Paris, 1902), pp. 1-71. 

11 Etudes d’éthiopien méridional (Paris, 1931), pp. 243-354. Grammar and some texts. 

12 Studi etiopici. I, La lingua e la storia di Harar (Rome, 1936). Grammar, vocabulary, and texts. 

13 “Contributions 4 l’étude du harari’’, Journal asiatique, 229 (1937), 431-479, 529-606. 

14 “A year of research in Ethiopia’, Word, 4 (1948), 212-225; ‘Report on a second trip 
to Ethiopia”, Word, 8 (1952), 72-79. 

15 For some Harari songs, see W. Leslau, ‘Chansons harari”, RSE, 6 (1947), 130-160. 
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certain details will have to be rectified, but I am hopeful that the reader will 
gain a fairly adequate insight into the structure of the Harari verb. 

In order to describe and analyze the position of Harari in the Ethiopic langu- 
ages I compared, wherever possible, the structure of the Harari verb with that 
of the other Ethiopic languages. I should state here that only a feature that is 
common to Harari and the other Ethiopic languages will be mentioned here. 
Features of the various Ethiopic languages that differ from those of Harari 
are not enumerated in this study. 


Since the various Ethiopic languages are compared with Harari, it is appro- 
priate to enumerate briefly the Semitic Ethiopic languages and point out the 
areas in which they are spoken. From the descriptive and geographical point 
of view the Ethiopic languages are to be divided into two groups: North Ethiopic 
and South Ethiopic. North Ethiopic includes Geez, Tigre, and Tigrinya; South 
Ethiopic includes Amharic, Argobba, Harari, Gafat, and Gurage. The language 
of Geez can be considered as representative of the Proto-Ethiopic type; it is no 
longer spoken, but remains the language of the liturgy. Tigre is spoken in the 
northern part of Eritrea, in the region of Keren (up to the border of the Anglo- 
Egyptian Sudan), in Massawa, and on the islands of Dahlak. Tigrinya is spoken 
in the northern part of Ethiopia and in Eritrea. Amharic is used in the central 
part of Ethiopia and is the national language of the country. Argobba is spoken 
in the region of Ankober, north of Addis Ababa. Harari is spoken in the city 
of Harar. Gafat was spoken in the southern part of Godjam, in the region of 
the Blue Nile, but at present is spoken by only a few individuals. Gurage is a 
language cluster spoken in the province of the same name situated southwest 
of Addis Ababa. It is divided into three main groups: (2) Western Gurage, 
including Chaha, EZa, Ennemor, Gyeto, Endegefi, with a subgroup of Muher, 
Masqan, and Gogot; (b) Eastern Gurage including Selti, Ulbarag, Wolane, 
and the languages spoken on the islands of Lake Zway; (c) Northern Gurage 
with Aymellel as its only representative. 


The consonant phonemes of Harari are: 
Labials: b, fp m, w 
Dentals (including sibilants): d, 4, ¢ (glottalized), z, s 
Liquids: #, 4.r 
Palatalss) 7, \s) ys aftricates? 12, 417 
Velars: g, &, g (glottalized), & (spirant) 
Glottal stop: ” 
Laryngeal: / 


The laryngeal 4 and the velar voiced g exist only in the Arabic loanwords. 
The velar spirant & is phonemic in Arabic loanwords; in native Harari roots 
& is in phonetic variation with &. 


4 The Verb in Harari 


Note the “‘glottalized” pronunciation of 7, 4 and gq, that is characteristic of 
all the Semitic Ethiopic languages. 

Etymologically ¢ of Harari goes back to Geez /, s, and d; ? goes back to ) Geez 
> and ‘; 4 corresponds to ee h, b and p. 

The alatals and affricates #, J, g, ¢ and ¢ do not exist in Geez. These sounds 
ate phonemic in Harari. However, they can also present a palatalized stage of 
the Geez sounds #, s, d, ¢, and ¢ (5, @). 


The vocalic system of Harari is as follows: d (with phonetic variants a, 4), 
a, @ (e), ¢ (with a phonetic variant a), 7, @ (%), @ (0). 

The reader will notice an occasional inconsistency in the presentation of the 
vowels 4d and a of Harari. This inconsistency is due to the fact that these vowels 
are indistinguishable in the pronunciation. The exact shade of the vowel sound 
would have to be investigated through precise phonetic analysis. 

The Harari vowel 7 corresponds etymologically to the vowel 7 of the other 
Ethiopic languages, whereas the Harari vowel 7 is often interchanges with a 
in Harari itself and corresponds to the vowel a of the other Ethiopic languages. 
The Harari vowel @ corresponds most often to the vowel a of the other Ethiopic 
languages, whereas the Harari vowel a corresponds to @ of the other Ethiopic 
languages. 

The vowels of Geez are transcribed as follows: 1st order d, 2nd order u, 3rd 
otder 7, 4th order a, 5th order e, 6th order a, 7th order o. 

Any syllable of the Harari noun or verb can be accented, but the accent has 
no phonemic value in Harari. 


SURVEY OF (HE VERE 


PY PES 


THe HarArI VERB is biliteral (§ 44 ff.), triliteral (§ 1 ff), and quadriliteral (§ 49 ff.). 
A particular group is formed by the compound verbs (§ 51 ff.). Since most of the 
biliterals are in connection with original triliterals, the triliteral verb will be 
taken as a paradigm. The cited form is that of the masculine singular, 3rd person 
perfect of the basic stem. 


Considering vocalic structure, the verb has four types, which are differentiated 
by the vowel of the first radical. 

1. Type A: sdbdra. Characterized by the vowel 4 after the Ist radical (§ 1). 

2. Type B: sédaga. Characterized by the vowel é after the 1st radical (§ 2). 

3. Type C: magiéda. Characterized by the vowel @ after the 1st radical (§ 3). 

4. Type D: bérdda. Characterized by the vowel 6 after the 1st radical (§ 4). 

These four types are found in the triliteral verbs and in most of the biliterals. 

The quadriliterals have two types only: 

1. Type A: gilabata. The vowel of the 1st radical is 7, that of the 2nd and 3rd 
radicals is 4, and the vowel of the last radical is a as in the triliterals (§ 49a). 

2. Type C: gimatdra. The characteristic vowel is d after the 2nd radical. The 
vowels of the other radicals are the same as in type A (§ 49). 


VERBAL CLASSES 


Basic STEM 
TRILITERALS 
Regular class 
Type A: sabara (§ 1). 
Type B: sédaga (§ 2). 
Type C: méagdda (§ 3). 
Type D: bordda (§ 4). 
Special verbal classes 
Verbs with 1st radical w (§ 37) 
Type A: wddéda. 
Type B: wétafa. 
Type C: walla. 
Verbs with vocalic initial (J 38) 
Type A: agéda. 
Type B: émara. 
Verbs with 2nd radical ? (§ 39) 


6 The Verb in Harari 


Type A: /@aka. 
Type B: sé@ada. 
Type D: *b@ara. 
Verbs with 3rd radical ? (§'40) 
Type A: gabaa. 
Type B: héma?a. 
Type C: gaba'a. 
Type D: gof@a. 
Verbs with 1st radical / (§ 41) 
Type A: haddga. 
Type B: ésdba. 
Type C: pakaka. 
Verbs with 2nd radical / (§ 42) 
Type A: /ahasa. 
Type B: /ebama. 
Type C: *gabama. 
Type D: réhaga. 
Verbs with 3rd radical 4 (§ 43) 
Type A: bazaba, bazba. 
Type B: géraba. 
Type C: ragaba. 
Type D: foraba. 


BILITERALS 


The biliterals originate mostly from triliterals in which the 2nd or 3rd radical 
became vero for phonetic reasons. Some of the biliterals are of Cushitic origin. 
Class baka, sata contains biliterals originating from triliterals with the last 
radical w or y (§ 44): 
Type A: baka, sata. 
Type B: mé¢a. 
vos yaa: 
Type D: géta. 


Class kéna contains biliteral verbs with the vowel 4 after the 1st radical (§ 45). 
There is only one type. ? 


Class mé¢a contains biliteral verbs with the vowel 6 after the 1st radical (§ 46). 
There is only one type. 


Class /éfa contains biliteral verbs with the vowel é after the 1st radical. There 
is only one type (§ 47). 


Class diga, ri?a contains biliteral verbs with the vowel /, 7 after the 1st radical. 
There is one type (§ 48). 
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QUADRILITERALS 
Type A: gilabata (§ 49a). 
Type C: gimdatara (§ 49e). 


COMPOUND VERBS 


This class contains an invariable element followed by baya “‘say”’, dia “‘make’’, 
ot kana “‘be, become”’ (§ 51). 


STEMS 


FREQUENTATIVE STEM 


The frequertative stem expresses an intensive, repeated, or attenuative action. 
It is formed by the repetition of the 2nd radical, the form being g/dada/a for the 
types A, B, and C. Type D forms the frequentative gurardma (§ 29). 


DERIVED STEMS 


The types A, B, C, and D of the basic stem as well as of the frequentative stem 
have the following derived stems: 

1. Reflexive-passive stem: it is formed by the morpheme /é- prefixed to the 
basis of the fundamental stem (§ 30). 

2. Reciprocal stem: it is formed by the morpheme /d- added either to the basis 
of the frequentative stem or of the type C regardless of the original type of the 
wero’ (%, 31). 

3. The causative stem is formed: 

(a) either by the prefix a- added to the basis of the fundamental stem (§ 32), or 

(b) by the prefix a#- added to the basis of type B regardless of whether the verb 
is of type A or B. For verbs of type C, the morpheme az- is added either to the 
basis of type B or C. For verbs of type D, the morpheme a#- is added to the basis 
of the fundamental stem (§ 33). 

4. Causative of reciprocal: it is formed by the morpheme a#- prefixed either 
to the type C or to the frequentative stem regardless of the original type of the 
verb (§ 34). 

5. Adjutative: it is formed by the morpheme a#- prefixed to the basis of type C 
regardless of the original type of the verb (§ 35). 


Prefixed Morphemes. 


The morphemes serving in the formation of the derived stems are as follows: 
td- (a) prefixed to the basis of the fundamental stem, it expresses mainly the 
reflexive-passive. 
(b) prefixed to the basis of type C or the frequentative stem, it expresses 
reciprocity. 
a- ptefixed to the basis of the fundamental stem, it expresses mainly the 
causative. 
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at- (a) prefixed to the basis of type B, C, or D, it expresses the causative. 
(b) prefixed to the basis of type C or of the frequentative stem, it expresses 
the causative of the reciprocal. 
(c) prefixed to the basis of type C, it expresses the adjutative. 


MOODS, ASPECTS, AND TENSES 
The forms are those of type A. 

The perfect (sébdra) expresses the past (§ 8). The perfect followed by xar\a) 
expresses the pluperfect (§ 9). The perfect followed by -ma expresses an incidental 
action (§ 10). 

The simple imperfect (yisabr7) expresses the present or future in the subordinate 
clause (§ 14). The simple imperfect followed by mar(a) expresses a continuous 
action in the past (§ 15). 

The compound imperfect (yzsabra/) expresses the present or future in the main 
clause (§ 16). 

The negative present or future in the main clause is expressed either by aysabri 
(§ 18, 22) or by yesabrumel (§ 19, 22). 

The negative present or future in the subordinate clause is expressed by 
aysibar (§ 23). 

The jussive (ydsbér) and the imperative (sbdr) express an order (§ 25, 26). 
The negative jussive expresses a defense (§ 26). 

The verbal noun or infinitive is expressed by mdasbdr (§ 27). The passive 
participle is expressed by s#badr (§ 28). 


BASIC. STEM 


TRILITERALS 


Oily Eype A 


(a) The form of type A is sabdra. It is characterized by three radicals, the 
first two tadicals having the vowel @ while the vowel of the last radical is a. + 
The accent is on the second syllable (sabara), but for the sake of convenience 
will not be marked in the verbs listed below. 

The meaning of the verbs of type A is varied. They may be active, transitive, 
intransitive, verbs of state, of movement, and so on. The nature of the consonants 
gives no indication of the meaning of the verbs. 


The second radical of type A is simple in Geez, which has the classes négéraé and /absd, in 
Tigre fdgra, in Tigrinya sabdérd, ? and in East Gurage: S.W.Z. sabdrd.* For the type A of the 
other Ethiopic languages, see Gafa?, p. 91. 


(b) Some of the recorded verbs of type A also occur in Amharic. * Others 
ate found only in Harari. The verbs are arranged alphabetically within each 
section. 

Verbs occurring in Amharic as well as in Harari are: bagdla “grow, prosper’, 
barada “‘be cold”, batasa “pull out”, ¢admdga “squeeze, wring cloth’, dardqa “be 
dry”, fardda “judge”, fardta “burst”, fatana “‘be in a hurry”, gdddla “kill”, gdlita 
“expose”, gdrdfa “lash”, kafala “pay”, kafdta “open”, katdfa “hash”, kdddna 
“cover”, Rasdra “lose in business”, &dtdéra “‘prevent, hinder” (Amh. katara 
“interrupt”), /abaga “‘whip”, /abdsa “dress”, lamdda “study, be accustomed’’, 
ligdma “pick up”, mdagdla “sappurate”’, mdlata “pull off, take off”, mdrdga “‘plaster’’, 
mardta “strip off, penalize”, mdsdla “be like, appear”, nddafa “sting, card’, 
nagdsa “‘rule’’, nakdra “soak”, ndkdsa “bite’’, nagdla ““aproot”, qabara ““bury’’, 
gadima “advance”, qalaba ‘“‘catch the ball, catch the legs of someone to make 
him fall”, rdgdfa “‘shake, fall down (fruit)”, rdgdfa “kick”, rakdsa “‘be cheap’, 
sabara “break”, sdddba “‘oftend”’, sdfdra “camp”, sdgdéda “prostrate, pray’’, 
sdgdra “amble” (Amh. saggdra), sdkdra “be drunk’, sdaliba “castrate”, sdgdla 
“hang up”, sadrdfa “‘be notched”, taérdfa “remain”, tabiga “‘be tight”, salafa 
“rob, tie the legs of the animal”, sa/dqa “dip into, plunge”, tdmdda “‘put the 


1 For the final -a, see Word, 5 (1949), 275. 

2 The verbs with the 2nd radical laryngeal have the type sdm‘e. 

3 Chaha and Ennemor of the Western Gurage group likewise have the 2nd radical simple 
(not geminated), but there are indications that the simple consonant represents an ancient 
geminated consonant; see Word, 4 (1948), 44, 45. 

4 In Amharic type A has the form /agqdmd, that is, the 2nd radical geminated with a final @ 
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yoke”, sagdsa “nod”, fardga “‘sweep”, xdrdfa “pillage”. Out of these verbs 
only bdtdasa seems to be of type B in Amharic. 

(c) Verbs of the class 1.2.2., that is, verbs with 2nd and 3rd radicals alike 
ate: bindna “be sprinkled”, bardra “fly”, fazdza “‘be feeble (eye)”’, Adsdsa “accuse’’, 
mariéra “be bitter”, mdsdsa “draw the sword” (Amh. médzzdzd), qdddda “‘teat’’, 
sddada “‘chase away”, sdkdka “string” (Amh. sdkka), saérdra “climb (male on 
female)”, /ababa “be narrow’’. 

(2) Harari verbs that do not occur in Amharic are: ¢abaqa “lisp”, dabdala “add’’, 
dildga “work”, falaga “hit on the head’’, fardka “‘can, be able”, fatdra “break 
the fast”, gdddra “grow”, gdfadra “send’’, gdrdda “ignore”, kdtdba “write”, Ralaga 
“create”, /égdda “‘have intercourse”, mdsdta “have bad taste”, ndddla “make a 
hole”, ndgasa “‘be impure”, ndtdqa “‘vomit”’, ndtara “bleed”, gabata “lack, miss’’, 
gilita “be proud”, raékdba “‘find”’, salata “be saved, arrive safe”, takdsa “squeeze 
together, stuff in”, ¢amdsa “lose”, xdlima “tain”, vdmdda “drag”, zGrdfa “be bad’’. 

(¢) Verbs of the class 1.2.2.: balila “become bad”, bazdza “‘be blurred”, 
gilila “cat the edges, cut the finger nails”, kafafa, kafafa “‘be light’, /égaga 
“twist joints)”, mdkdka “feel uneasy”, tandna ““smoke’’, fardra- (with suffixed 
pronouns) “‘be thirsty’. 


\ 2.e0 wiper B 


(a) Type B has the form sédéga. This type is characterized by the vowel @ 
after the 1st radical; the 2nd radical is simple. 

In several other Ethiopic languages, this type has the 2nd radical geminated, 
the vowel of the 1st radical being 4, 7, or e. It corresponds to the “‘intensive”’ 
stem of the other Semitic languages (2nd stem of Arabic, pi‘el of Hebrew, etc.) 
as far as the form is concerned, but not for the grammatical category. If in the 
other Semitic languages the “intensive” stem is to be considered as a stem 
derived from the basic stem, this is not the case in Ethiopic where type B of 
Harari or the “geminated” type of certain other Ethiopic languages has an 
existence independent of the type A or the “simple” type. That is to say that 
one cannot form at will in Ethiopic a verb of the “‘geminated” type or of type 
B from any verb of the “simple” type or type A. Type B is a basic stem. 1 The 
verbs of type A and B belong in Harari to the domain of the vocabulary and do 
not constitute grammatical categories. 2 Indeed, the verbs of type B can be 
transitive, intransitive, verbs of movement, and so on, as are the verbs of type A. 
‘They are in no morphological nor semantic relation with the verbs of type A. 
Note, however, that the stem with a+ is formed only with the basis of type B 
regardless of the original type (§ 33b). 


1 JAOS, 65 (1945), 4, and n. 12; Gafat, pp. 93-94. 

2 Cerulli, p. 97, 101, following Cohen, p. 289, 295, explains the existence of the vowel @ 
through the quality of the 1st or 2nd radical laryngeal or the 1st radical s or ¢ but as it can 
be seen from the examples given here (and also from Cohen, p. 295), type B can occur with 
any type of consonant as 1st or 2nd radical; see Leslau, p. 439, and here, p. 11, n. 4. 
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The languages that have the vowel é (e) after the 1st radical and the second radical simple 
(not geminated) are Selti, Wolane (betand).1 Argobba has neggdda, ® Go.M. bettand, that is to 
say, the vowel is ¢ after the 1st radical, but the second radical is geminated. C. and En. have 
metagd(m), with a second radical simple, but, as in the case of type A (p.9, n. 3), there are indications 
that originally the second radical was geminated. For the other languages, see Gafat, pp. 93-94. 


(b) Verbs of type B also occurring in Amharic are: ° ¢é/dma “be dark”, gebara 
“pay taxes”, mévana “weigh”, gérdfa “skin off”, sé/dma “decorate”, sémaga “hide”, 
végina “gather”. These verbs, with the exception of gérdfa, also belong to 
type B in Amharic. 

(c) Harari verbs that do not occur in Amharic are: bérdna “be bright’’, bérdqa 
“draw a picture”, bésdna “become watery”, ¢ékdla “‘build’’, feddga “grind coarsely”, 
fétdana “disperse, scatter”, gébdta “try, attempt”, gérdza “plait”, géxdma “hope, 
wish, covet”, néxdfa “be clean”, gémdsa “sharpen”, qéqa/a “mention, refer to’, 
gerdma “prune a tree”, rézdna “be heavy”, sédéqa “split”, sé/dda “shave”, xégdda 
“spread, distend”, zé/dma “do injustice’. 

(d) Type B serves for the expression of the denominative in hésdra “make a 
fence’’, if we consider this a denominative of Autur “fence”, and not the other 
way around. The root /fr is used as type A in hatara “be short”. 


The situation is the same in some Gurage dialects: Ms. e¢#drd, Go. ettard-m, A. ittérad “make 
a fence’’ (all of them in type B), from aésr, afer “fence’’, but Ms. Go. A. affard-m “be short” of 
type A. For the other Ethiopic languages, cf. Te. méasla‘‘resemble” (type A), but méassdéla “make 
a ptovetb” (type B), from masa/ ‘proverb’; >asra ‘‘attach”’ (type A), but >assdra “follow the traces’’ 
(type B), from °asar “‘trace’’. 


is Fes Aiton 


(a) The form is mdgdda. It is characterized by the vowel @ after the 1st radicla 
and the second radical is simple. 4 

This type corresponds to the 3rd form of Arabic as far as the form is concerned, 
but not for its morphological value. The 3rd form of Arabic is to be considered 
as a derived stem in relation to the basic stem or the 1st form, whereas in Harari, 
as well as in nearly all the other Ethiopic languages, ® type C has an existence 
independent of type A. Indeed, in Harari one can no longer form a verb of 
type C from a verb of type A. Type C is a basic stem in Harari. As is the case 
in type B, the verbs of type C in Harari belong to the domain of the vocabulary 
and are not a pattern of a grammatical category. I did not record any verb that 
has a type C as well as type A or B. 

1 A small number of verbs in S.W. have the 2nd radical geminated (JAOS, 72 [1951], nn. 
84, 85). 

2 For the final -a, see Word, 5 (1949), 275. 

3 The Amharic type B has the form /a//égd, that is, the 2nd radical geminated in all the forms. 

4 Cerulli, p. 97, is wrong in interpreting the existence of the vowel d@ either because of 
the denominative nature of the verb or because of the quality of the 1st radical (see p. 10 n. 2). 
For the type C in South Ethiopic, see H. Fleisch, Les verbes a allongement vocalique interne en 
sémitique (Paris, 1944), passim; and W. Leslau, “Le type verbal gdta/a en éthiopien méridional’’, 


Melanges de I’ Université St. Joseph, 21 (1954), fasc. 2, pp. 15-95. 
eeePor. Livre, see 7 AOS, 681(1948), 132. 
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In all the Ethiopic languages type C has the vowel a after the 1st radical. The languages that 
have the 2nd radical simple are: G. Tna. barakd, Te. bardka;+ in South Ethiopic: S.W.Z. qatard. 
Chaha and Ennemor likewise have the form bandrd(m), but as in the types A and B (p.9, n. 3), 
the 2nd radical was originally geminated. For the other Ethiopic languages, see Gafat, p. 95. 


(b) The verbs of type C that also occur in Amharic are?: gdagdra “bake”, 
mardka “take prisoner”, gatdra “tie, bind” (Amh. g®attard). 

(c) Harari verbs of type C that do not occur in Amharic: bardga “bolt sudden- 
ly”, falasa “praise”, gamdla “told”, kaddma “serve’’, lagdta “mix”, magdda “burn, fry, 
cauterize”’, naqdsa “diminish”, nawata“change”’, nawdaza “change completely, upset”, 
gaydsa ““measute’’, safara “travel”, sdmdta “gather”, Sakata “become mouldy”’. 

Verbs of the class 1.2.2.: kardra “chatter”, katdta “‘store, presetve,” gandna 
“stand”, > ¢alala “wind, wrap’. 


Sea ype aD 


(2) The form is bordda. It is characterized by the vowel 6 after the 1st radical; 
the second radical is simple. As will be seen from the examples mentioned 
below, nearly all of them have a velar g, &, g as first or second radical, or a labial 
in the root. It is possible, therefore, that the vowel 6 results from an original 
labiovelar or a rounded labial with the vowel d@ becoming an ordinary consonant 
with the vowel 6; thus *g-dddéra>goddra.* As for toldga “wither’’, it represents 
a contracted quadriliteral with the 2nd radical w if we keep in mind the Amh. 
vetb sawalliga. 

The situation is the same in the languages in which the labiovelars exist. Thus, for instance, 
in Amharic: q“dftdrd and qottdrd “count”, kvdllafa and kollafa “hit lightly with the hand’’; in 
Tigrinya: moghe ‘“‘chain’”’, kolala “‘visit the field’. 

(b) The recorded verbs of this type are: bérdda “arrive”, bésdéra “be putrid, 
rotten”, dodima “be blunt’, godéra “‘be long”, géfala “become thin, skinny” 
(Amh. gvaffala), goliba “make a cover for the food basket” (Amh. ga//aba “cover 
the drum with skin”), Rdlita “be acid”, gondta “pinch”, gérdma “hit with the 
knuckles on the head”, gordra “be near”, gordsa “pay a down payment”, sdmdna 
“‘fast’’, foldga ““wither’’, togdsa “beg’’. 


TENSES AND MOODS 
PERFECT 
No. POSItl ye) pet cc 
(a) The suffixes of the perfect are: 


Singular Plural 


Std -masc.’ . =a 
SG sete jeff 


For the final -a, see Word, 5 (1949), 275. 

The Amharic type is marrakd, that is, the 2nd radical is geminated. 

Cohen, p. 287, and Cerulli, pp. 100, 267, give the form ganana as if were of the type A. 
See also Cohen, p. 294. 


Srd’ “com. o=2 


& © Dp eH 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Basic Stem #3 
2nd masc. -& 
2nd fem.  -7 FS an bast 
Ist com. -ky 1st com. -na 
From type A: sabdr- 

Singular Plural 
3rd masc. sdabdr-a Sl co 
3rd fem.  sdabdr-ti Oe te 
2nd masc. sabdr-ki Lake 
2nd fem.  sabdar-si ne gra: 
1st com. sdabdar-ku 1st com. sdbdr-na 


Type B sédég-, type C magad-, type D bérdd-, are conjugated in the same way. 


(6) The 3rd person, plural with the suffixed pronoun of the 3rd masc. sg. 
serves for the expression of the impersonal; thus /éfo gir “if they go, if one goes’, 
Jéto representing the 3rd pers. pl. /év- with the suffixed pronoun of the 3rd 
masc. singular; sabdro gir “if they break, if one breaks’; bayo “they say, one 
says”; yolopul “‘they eat, one eats’’. 


Suffixes. Sg. 3rd masc. -a. The same ending occurs in Argobba and in Tigre. + 

3rd fem. -#. The final -7 is euphonic serving to avoid the final consonant cluster. ? A final 
-i is also found in Go. and A. -é#i, but its function is probably not the same. The suffix is 
-#(4), without a vowel after the 3rd radical (sabar-t/), like in S.W.Z.; in the other languages the 
suffix is -dt. 

2nd masc. -&i. The spirant & comes from an original & which became / in the other Ethiopic 
languages. Harari is the only language with a final -7; the vowel is euphonic, the suffix being 
-k from *kd, 

2nd fem. -s#. It represents a palatalization of the Proto-Ethiopic -&/; the palatal -s also occurs 
in Amh. En. Ms. S.W. Zway. A final -7 is found in A. Go. -s-n, 

1st com. -&u. It comes from Proto-Ethiopic -&u which became -/u in other Ethiopic languages. 

Plural. The 2nd and 3rd persons are common to masculine and feminine, as is the case in 
Amh. Arg. and S.W.Z. The 1st person is common in all the Ethiopic languages. 

3rd com. -u. This ending occurs in G. Te. Tna. Arg. S.W.Z. 

2nd com. -£u coming from *-kum. The ending is also -&u in the negative perfect of C. and 
En. (the positive perfect has the form -Rum). The weakened form -/u is found in Ms. (-/w) and 
in Amh. -a¢-uh (-a¢ being the plural morpheme of the noun). 

1st com. -va like in Te. and Tigrinya. 

For the suffixes of all the other Ethiopic languages, see Gafat, pp. 97-98. 


(¢) In those verbs in which a velar g, 4, g, an affricate g, & ¢ a sibilant 5, and a 
dental @, ¢, ¢ appear as the final consonant, combination with the various suffixes 
of the perfect results in certain morpho-phonemic changes, due chiefly to assi- 
milation. 

Thus, in verbs ending in g (such as haddga “‘leave’’, térdga ““sweep’’) with the 
consonantal suffix -&, the forms are: hadikki, hadikku, for hadidg-ki, hadig-ku *. 

* Word; (1949),.275. 

2 Harari is a language type that avoids a final consonant cluster in the noun and in the 


vetb; thus, imperfect yasdbri from *yasabr; zombi “fly”, from *zamb. 
3 Cerulli, p. 114, gives a simple &: faraku (from /ardga). 
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When verbs ending in & (such as sdka “‘flee”’, baka “cry’’) are combined with 
the suffix -&, the forms are: sdkkz “you fled”’, sakku “TI fled”, from sak-ki, sék-ku.+ 

When verbs ending in -g (such as aga “‘know’’, sémdqa “‘hide’’) are combined 
with the consonant suffix -&, the forms are: @&i or dkkt “you knew’’, for dg-ki; 
@ku, akku, and agku “I knew’’. 2 

When verbs ending in -¢ (such as ¢dmdga “‘cross’) are combined with the 


“vv? ¢¢ 


suffixes -&, -s, the forms are: tdmassi “you (fem.) crossed”, for tamag-57; tamdyti 
ot tamag'ti “she crossed”, for tdmag-ti. From haga “pierce”: hasti “you (fem.) 
pierced”, for hag-st; hayti, had'ti “‘she pierced”, for hag-t7. From faga “finish”: 
fads or fassi “you (fem.) finished”, for /ag-s7; fad't “‘she finished”, for fag-“. 
From réga “steal”: raski “‘you stole’, for régki; rosiz “you (fem.) stole”, for régs?. 

When verbs ending in -¢ (such as sdca “‘drink’’) are combined with the suffixes 
-¢, -t, the forms are: sdasiz “‘you (fem.) drank’’, for sac+s?; sat'ti “‘she drank”’, for 
SGC-U1. 

When verbs ending in -¢ are combined with the suffixes -s, -4, the forms are 
as following. From faca “grind”: fast: and fais? “you (fem.) ground”; /at’# 
“she ground”, for fac-t1.3 From méta “wash”: métti “she washed”, for mé¢-tz. 
From d¢a “make go out”: 4¢s¢ and asiz “you (fem.) made go out’’; az’# “‘she made 
go out’, for azz. 

When verbs ending in -s (such as /abasa “dress”, ndkdsa “‘bite”) are combined 
with the suffix s, the forms are: /ébdsii “you (fem.) dressed”, for abas-1; nakasst 
“‘you (fem.) bit”, for nakas-57. 

When verbs ending in -d (such as émdda “‘say’’, limdda “‘study’”) are combined 
with the suffix -s the forms are: émdssi and émddsi “‘you (fem.) said”; lamasst 
“vou (fem.) learned”, for émdd-si. Before the voiceless &, the final d of the verb 
becomes a voiceless ¢: dradtku “I placed”, for arddku; zdmdtki “‘you pulled’, 
for vamidki. 4 

When verbs ending in -¢ (such as Aafata “open’’) are combined with the sufhix 
-§, the forms are: kafatsi and kafass? “‘you (fem.) opened”. 

When verbs ending in -¢ (such as méabata “hit”, sdfa “give’’) are combined 
with the suffixes -s, -¢, the forms are: mdabatsi and mdabassi “you (fem.) hit’; 
sitti ““she gave”, for sdaf-t. 

For /éta “‘go”’, Cerulli > gives the form /ést for /ézsz. 


Niro, INegativcen erlect 


(2) The negative perfect is formed by the prefixed negative element a/- and 
the suflixed -w. The form is a/-sabard-m, al-sabdra-m. 
The final -/ of a/- is assimilated to the first radical r, 7 of the verb; thus, arra- 


1 Cerulli, p. 114, gives a simple &: baku (from baka), séku (from saéka). 

2 Cerulli, pp. 98, 114, gives the forms sémabu, sémabi, from sémdqa (in my transcription 
Sémaku, sémaki); abu (that is dku, from dga), but also nata?hu (that is, nata?ku, from natdqa). 

3 Cerulli, p. 115, gives the form fayzz. 

4 The verb for “gather” was recorded by me as sémata and not samada as in Cerulli, pp. 
117,272 

6” Wiafar p09: 
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kaba-m “he did not find”, for a/-rakaba-m; anndkasdm “he did not bite”, for a/- 
nakasa-m,.* 

(b) The final -~ can also be attached to an element of the sentence other than 
the verb; thus, gi alzdlima giru-m thiga-lé mabra ifarkak “if it does not rain 
tomorrow I can go to see him’’, lit. “tomorrow it-does-not-rain if in-order- 
that-I-see-him to-go I-can”’, the ending -w is attached to the conjunction grru-m; 
vala abbama garzo zdséma tds-um alayeu “the owner who sold his house is not 
pleased’’, lit. ‘‘that-is-to-him owner-indeed his-house who-sold he-is-not-pleased”’ 
the ending -v-m being attached to /ds and not to the verb a/aya “‘he did not say”’. 

For the omission of -w in the relative negative, see § 7b. 

The elements a/--- mare also usedin Amh. and Argobba. For the other languages, see Gafat, 
p. 98. 

VT. Relative" perfeect 


(2) The form of the relative perfect in the positive is x7-sabdra, that is, the rela- 
tive element 7- is prefixed to the verb. The element 7- is invariable in gender 
and number: y-sabarti “she who broke’’, z-sabaru “they who broke’. 

The relative element zé- is also used in Geez and Tigrinya, except that in Geez zd- is used 
only for the masculine, whereas the feminine uses °a##d, and the plural ?a//é. For the other 
languages, see Gafat, p. 65. 

(6) The form of the relative perfect in the negative is: zd/sdbara “he who did 
not break’’, that is, the relative element z-, the negative element -d/ (instead of 
al- in the main clause, § 6a) prefixed to the verb. Note that the final -~ of the 
negative verb ({ 6b) is omitted. 

(c) The plural of the verb in the relative without an antecedent noun takes 
the plural morpheme of the noun; thus, x7-mdbatuk-a¢ “those who hit you’, 
lit. x7- “those who”’, mahatu- “they hit’’, -& “‘you’’, -a‘ being the plural morpheme 
of the noun. Likewise in the imperfect: yimabtukzal-ac “those who hit you’’. ? 
If the relative verb has a noun to which the relative refers, the plural morpheme 


-\¥ ce 


-d¢ is attached to the noun: xémdbatuk uswac “the men who hit you’. 


MEANING AND USAGE OF THE PERFECT 


§ 8. Simple perfect 


(2) The perfect expresses the past in the main and subordinate clause, in the 
positive and in the negative. 

(b) Examples for the perfect in the main clause, in the affirmative and negative: 
an babarlé diga “he came after me’’, lit. ‘‘I after he-came’”’; nadi_ydm ligiyu mabatka 
“You hit the child the other day’, lit. “former day the-child you-hit-him”’; 
bazzina-bé hammisti amdat tagebdla “he stayed in our country for five years’’, lit. 
“our-country-in five years he-stayed”; safar-bé is gaba?a-lé arri>kom “I have not 
seen him since he returned from the trip”, lit. “‘trip-from since-he-returned 


But with xdr(a) “‘he was” I recorded a/-ndér “‘he was not’. 
2 See also Cerulli, pp. 169-170. 
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I-have-not-seen-him”’; nddi-bé allétkim “‘you did not go before”; kottatiam-zo 
albala’am “‘he has not eaten for two days”. 

(c) Examples for the perfect in the relative clause are: xala abbama garzo 
xaséma “the owner who sold his house”, lit. “‘that-is-to-him owner-indeed 
his-house who-sold”; dn intat yi garu zicékalko “It is I who built this house’, 
lit. “I it-is-I this house I-who-built-it”; suggya zigora’eu ba?ara sabah inta “‘the 
ox that the butcher slaughtered is fat’’, lit. “butcher who-slaughtered-him ox 
fat he-is”; dn zitwalidkubo bad yitawagzal inta “the country where I was born is 
known”, lit. “I that-I-was-born-in-it country that-it-is-known it-is”;1 wdraba 
xi-ri’a saa fara “when he saw the hyena he became frightened’’, lit. “hyena that-he 
-saw time he-was-frightened”’. 

(d) The negative relative perfect followed by the preposition -bé expresses 
the meaning of “‘without that”: z-ar-ragu-ku-bé “without that they robbed you”’; 
x-al-tiranna-bé “without that we saw one another”. ? 

(e) Examples for the perfect in the subordinate clause, with various con- 
junctions are: dindt kil simita haggit yubural “he will undertake the pilgrimage 
after having collected the money’’, lit. “‘money after he-collected pilgrimage 
he-will-go”; dindtu is réga babarlé léta “he went away after he has stolen the 
money’, lit. “‘the-money when he-stole after he-left’’; zs bala’ ki is sdtki matgébal 
jyatkisdkal “whether you eat or drink you have to sit down’’, lit. ““whether you-ate 
whether you-drank to-sit-down it-is-necessary-to-you”’; mdrite diga gir(a) qoram- 
be tagebala “if my friend comes receive him well’, lit. “my-friend he-came 
if well receive-him”; sdfar-bé is-gdba’a-lé arr?’ kom “T have not seen him since 
he returned from the trip”, lit. “‘trip-from since-he-returned I-have-not-seen- 
him”; x7-diga sa’a angorri bala ““when he comes tell him to wait’’, lit. “‘that-he- 
came hour wait tell-him’’. 


§ 9. Perfect + nar 


(a) ‘The perfect followed by nar (or nara) expresses the pluperfect; the auxi- 
liary nar(a) does not change, as a tule: Rkataba nar(a) “he had written”; katabis 
nar(a) “‘she had written”; mdritie-di mabra kdsku-nar lakin andatéi-nar “TV had 
wanted to go to my friend, but I fell sick’’, lit. ““my-friend-to to-go I-had-wanted 
but I-had-fallen-sick’’. 

(b) In the negation, the negative element is joined to the main verb: a/-kataba- 
m-in nar “he had not written” (note the element -7z added to the negation). 

(c) For the relative pluperfect, only the main verb with the relative element 
seems to be used: zi-katdba “he who had written’. For the negative relative 
pluperfect, however, I recorded the form za/kdataba zinara ot zalkitiba “he who had 
not written”, that is to say, the main verb in the relative negative followed or 
not by xinara. 

In the conditional clause: satina zayzilimzo is-digku nar “if it had not rained 
yesterday I would have come”’ (note the conjunction zs- preceding the perfect -var). 


1 For other examples of the relative clause with inta “‘it is, he is”, see Cerulli, p. 170. 
2 The examples are taken from Cerulli, p. 170. 
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§ 10. Perfect + ma 


(a) The perfect followed by -ma expresses an incidental action and the verb 
following this structure is also in the perfect. The Ethiopic languages that have 
a special form for the gerundive (G. Tna. Amh. Arg.) would use the gerundive 
for the perfect +a of Harari. Zway, likewise, uses the perfect-+-ma for the 
expression of the gerundive. 

Examples: ya saa abba ta¢endqa-ma ahad mérinzo min yimagenal bayeu-ma tabhérdgeu 
“then the father was distressed and asked for advice a friend of his saying: “‘what 
is better for me?”’’, lit. “that time father was-distressed-and one his-friend what 
is-good-for-me he-said-to-him-and he-asked-him-for-advice”; amiuta dsulo-ma 
is tibordda babarlé ... “‘they made for him a mourning ceremony, and when it 
was finished ...”; mdgala hara-ma qalitac bah tafeqara “after having gone to the 
matket he played with the children”, lit. “market he-went-and children with 
he-played”’; gar-bé wata-ma rota “having left the house he ran’’, lit. “house-of 
he-went-out-and he-ran’’. 1 

(b) Occasionally the perfect +a expresses the resultative: Auluf zaya yam 
zokdbnéyu zambilac toindm annaru-ma tasbabaru “the baskets that we have bought 
last year were not good, and, as a result of it, they broke’’. 

For the element -7 with the perfect, see Gafat, p. 100. 


IMPERFECT 
POSITIVE IMPERFECT 


§ 11. Simple imperfect 


(2) The radical of type A in the imperfect is -¢amg-. The morphemes of the 
imperfect are: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. yi---(2) ' 
3rd fem. f#---(#) | mre 
2nd masc. Z---(Z) 
2nd fem. #---7 ! yard 
Ist com. 7---() nt- - -(2) 

From ¢mq: 

Singular Plural 
3rd masc. yicdmai Ys 
3rd fem. “amgi epee use 
2nd masc. s¢damgi oye 

licdmqu 


2nd fem. samgi 
1st com. «w¢amqi nicdmagt 
From verbs 1.2.2: yikdssi. 


1 For more examples, see Cerulli, pp. 197 ff. See also E. Littmann, ‘‘Die Partikel - ma 
m Harari’, Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie 33 (1921), 103-122. 
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From type B: yisimqi. 

From type C: yimagd. 

From type D: yabardi. Note the vowel of the prefix _y# (instead of y7) because 
of the following @ of the radical. 


Radical of type A ¢am/(a)q; the 2nd radical is simple as in all the South Ethiopic languages. 
In Tigtinya the 2nd radical is simple only in forms that end in a vowel (¢a-sabr-z); it is geminated 
in forms ending in a consonant (yasabbar). 

Radical of type B. The radical s7m(0)qg, with the vowel 7(2) after the 1st radical, occurs in 
W.Z. (¢iras); the vowel is 7 in Aymellel, but the 2nd radical is geminated (s7kAat). The same 
form also occurs in certain verbs of W.Z. 1 

Radical of type C. The radical (mdgd) is found in S.W.Z. (mark); in C. and En. the 2nd radical 
is likewise simple, but it represents an original geminated consonant (p. 9, n. 3). 

Radical of type D. The radical barad occurs in Zway. Note, however, that the Zway cortes- 
pondent of the Harari perfect bordda is burédaé, with the vowel u after the 1st radical. 

Prefixed and suffixed morphemes. The vowel / in parentheses is a euphonic vowel serving 
to disjoin the final consonant cluster (p.13,n.2). The vowel 7 of the prefixed morphemes 
occuts only in Harari. The other languages have the vowel a. 2 

Singular, 3rd fem. A final -7 also occurs in M. Go. A. 

2nd fem. ¢---/, as in all the Ethiopic languages. For the effect of the final -7 on the preceding 
consonant, see below. 

Plural. For the 3rd and 2nd persons without distinction of masculine and feminine, see 
above § 5b. 

3rd com. yi- --u, like in G. Te. Tna. Amh. Arg. S.W.Z. (except for the vowel a of the prefix 
y in these languages). 

2nd com. #¢i- --u; see above, 3rd com. 

1st com. ni---(i). G. and Tna. have na-; the initial na- occurs in C. En. M. Go., but the 
suffixes are different. 

For more details on the morphemes of the imperfect in the various Ethiopic languages, 
see Gajar, pp. 102, 103. 


(b) The final -z of the singular, 2nd fem. causes the palatalization of a final 
dental, liquid, and sibilant (see also § 26b). Thus, “/émg: from /md “learn’’; 
tikdfci from Aft “open”’; “irdgcz, from ret “kick”; “/absz, from /bs “‘dress”’; tinddyi, 
from ud/ “make a hole’. § 

(c) The palatalization can also affect the 1st or 2nd radical of the root if it is 
a dental, liquid or sibilant. Thus, “#s‘abri from sbr “‘break’’; “#Aacbi, from ktb 
“write”; ti¢alfi, from sf “rob”; tigdgmi, from gdm “advance”; tkdgni, from 
kdn “cover”; tisdgg and tsdgg, from sed “prostrate”; tigddyi, tigddyi and tigdg yi, 
from gd! “kill”. See also § 25c, and Cohen, p. 284. 


> eee JAS, 71 GOat) e275) nil. .04, 165. 

2 For the vowel of the prefix Cerulli, p. 91, gives e (that is, 2) and 7. He considers the pro- 
nunciation 7 for a as being influenced by Sidamo and Galla. 

3 Cerulli, p. 91, gives the form fsagadli, tigadli, without palatalizataion of /. There is no 
doubt, however, that / is palatalized into y in the 2nd person, fem. sg. of the imperfect, jussive, 
and imperative. The palatalization of / into y is correctly given by Cerulli, p. 102, for the 
imperfect yd/ “‘he eats’’ of the verb bé/a?a. Likewise, n of amdna “believe” is given in the palatal- 
ized form in atimani “do not believe” in Cerulli, p. 117. 
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§ 12. Compoundtimpertect 


(2) The forms of the compound imperfect are: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. yisabral whites 
3rd fem. tisabrat | DARL 
2nd masc. “sabrak Pesos 
2nd fem.  sisdbras ‘eee 
1st com. <sabrak nisabrana 


From the verbs 1.2.2.: yikdssal. 
From type B: yisimaal. 4 
From type C: yimagdal. 

From type D: yabardal. 


(b) The compound imperfect is composed of the simple imperfect and of 
-4/ coming from Har. /a/ “there is, he is”. The / of a is lost in all the forms in 
which it is in contact with a following consonant, that is to say, in all the forms 
except in the 3rd masc. singular, and in the 3rd com. plural. Thus, #sabrat, from 
tisdbralt(:); tisabrak, from tisaébralk(i), and so on. Note, however, that in the con- 
jugation of fa/ “he is, there is”, the / does not disappear; thus, sg. 3rd fem. 
halti, 1st com. halku, pl. 2nd com. falku, and so on. 2 

(c) Note also that in the forms that have a vocalic ending in the simple imper- 
fect (that is, se. 2nd fem. -z, pl. 3rd com. -#, 2nd com. -z), the vocalic ending 
does not appear in the compound imperfect. 3 Thus, sg. 2nd fem. “sdabr-as (as 
against /7sdbri of the simple imperfect); pl. 3rd com. yisdbralu (as against yisabru) ; 
pl. 2nd com. /sabr-dku (as against ssabru). 4 


The “‘compound imperfect’’ for the expression of the present or future in the main clause 
is found in Amh. Arg. S.W.Z., except that in S.W. the suffixed element is -an (instead of -a/). 
All the other Ethiopic languages use the “‘simple imperfect”’ for the same purpose. For more 
details, see Gafat, p. 102. 


GulocKelative imperiect 


(2) The forms of the relative imperfect are as follows: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. yésabrizal 


3rd fem. s“sabrizat Jistbruxalu 


1 I did not record the imperfect esémaqah, tesémaqah (that is, asémaqak, tasémaqak) for the 
type B, as given in Cerulli, p. 98. These forms are undoubtedly imperfect forms of the reflexive 
— passive stem as the vowel a (4) after the 2nd radical clearly proves ({§ 30e) even though 
Cerulli did not record the gemination of s. 

2 The form ha/ becomes a/ when it is attached to another element; thus, isa/ ““while he is’’, 
from is-hal; zal “he who is’, from zi-ha/, The form fa/ represents G. halliwé, Amh. alla, and 
so on. 

The vocalic ending appears in the compound relative imperfect; see § 13b. 

4 See, however, Cohen, p. 281. 
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2nd masc. ssabrizak 
2nd fem. ssdbrizas 
1st com. <¢sabrizak nisabrixana 


tisdbruzaku 


This form is composed of the simple imperfect (yésabri-) followed by the relative 
element z- with the conjugated auxiliary -a/. See above, § 12b. 

(b) Note that in the forms that have a vocalic ending in the simple imperfect 
(that is, se. 2nd fem. -z, pl. 3rd com. -w, 2nd com. -z), the vocalic ending appears 
in the compound relative imperfect. Thus, sg. 2nd fem. “#sabrizas (simple imper- 
fect tisdbri), pl. 3rd com. yesabruzalu (simple imperfect yisdbru), pl. 2nd com. 
tisdbruzaku (simple imperfect tsdbru). This was not the case in the compound 
mperfect (see above § 13a, c). The vowel -7 of the other persons is euphonic. 


Harari seems to be the only Ethiopic language in which the relative imperfect is expressed 
by a compound imperfect with the relative element (z) placed between the simple imperfect 
and the auxiliary (¢/). Amharic and Argobba, for instance, use the compound imperfect in the 
main positive clause, but the relative imperfect is expressed by the relative element ydmma- 
preceding the simple imperfect. Selti and Wolane use the compound imperfect for the relative 
imperfect (_yasdbran sab ‘‘the man who breaks’’), but they have no special relative element. The 
only other language that probably has the same usage as Harari is Zway in which the compound 
imperfect is yeakdflal and the relative imperfect is yakdfla/, with the vowel a (-a/*) as against the 
vowel d(-d/). The ending -a/ of the relative imperfect comes perhaps from *ya/<yd-al, that is 
to say, with the disappearance of the relative element _y(@) known in Zway, and the contraction 
of d-a into a. For more details on the relative perfect and imperfect, see Gafat, p. 65. 


(c) Like the relative perfect (§7b), the relative imperfect in the plural can 
take the plural morpheme -d¢ of the noun, if there is no noun coming with the 
relative clause; thus, yimdbtukzdalaé “those who hit you’, that is yimabtukzal 
with the plural morpheme -a¢. | 


MEANING AND USAGE OF THE POSITIVE IMPERFECT 
§ 14. Simple imperfect 


(2) The simple imperfect serves for the expression of the present or of the 
future in the subordinate clause; the subordinate clause is used mostly with 
conjunctions. 

Examples: askdrat ila bad yizarfu-lé digu “the soldiers came to pillage the 
country’, lit. “soldiers to country in-order-that-they-pillage they-came” (the 
simple imperfect #zdrfu is used here with the conjunction -/é); bagibh dindt_yina- 
brat-gir(a) yi bagélu is-wakdbko “if 1 had much money I would have bought this 
mule’’, lit. “much money if-it-were-to-me this mule I-would-have-bought-it” 
(the simple imperfect yinabr-dn “it is to me” is used here with the conjunction 
Lir); yi lifu ilawa ytidgi qéssi mabata “hit that tree until it falls down’, lit. “that 
tree until it-falls until bit-it’’; hars?-bé yigdbi-wa andtewit “as soon as he entered 
from the field he fell sick”. 1 


1 For other examples, see Cerulli, p. 92. 
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For the conjunction -s with the compound imperfect, see § 16b. 


() Occasionally the simple imperfect can be used in a subordinate clause 
without any conjunction: “istui ikaiak “I want you to give me”, lit. “you-give- 
to-me I-want”, “istu# being the simple imperfect without any conjunction. 

(c) The simple imperfect is also used with -ma (see § 10): yidig amat-bé yighu-ma 
inti yiqutalu “beginning next year they will cut the wood”, lit. “at-will-come 
year-from they-will-begin-and wood they-will-cut”. For the simple imperfect 
yidig, see below, d.} 

(d) The simple imperfect is also used in fixed expressions having the mean- 
ing of adverbs: yidig amdt “next year”, lit. “it-will-come year”’; gis hagi-bé yibaxhi 
magale-be usu? yikindlu “tomorrow there will be more people at the market 
than today”, lit. ‘tomorrow today-than it-is-numerous market-at people they- 
will-be”, yibdéx}i having the meaning of an adverb. 


yy 


The situation is the samein Amharic: ya/ag ‘“‘more’’, yabaélt “more”, yasial “better’’, yanas 
‘‘less’’, and others. 


§ 15. Simple Imperfect + nara 


(2) The simple imperfect followed by nar (nara) expresses a continuous of a 
durative action in the past. The auxiliary xdr(a) is most often conjugated. Exam- 
ples: maltu duffin yilit nara “he was walking all day long”; “katbi narti “she was 
writing, she used to write’. ? 

(b) In the negation, the negative element is placed with nar(a). Note also that 
the simple imperfect seems to have the suffixed morpheme -w of the negation. 
Examples: yikatbum al-nar “he was not writing”; yésdé¢um alnar yolum alnar “he 
was not drinking nor eating’’. 

(c) In the relative clause, the relative element is placed with nara: yikatbi 
zinara “‘he who used to write, he who was writing”. 

(d) In the negative relative clause, the relative form of the negative imperfect 
(§ 21) is used followed by zindr(a): xaykitab zinar “he who was not writing”’. 


§ 16. Compound imperfect 


(2) The compound imperfect serves for the expression of the present or of 
the future in the main clause. 

Examples: Rullu ahli-m ist’ yadigal “all the relatives bring butter’, lit. “all 
relatives butter bring’; zikaski sa’a dn-de madéga tifarkak “you can come to me 
any time you want’, lit. ‘“‘that-you-wanted time me-to to-come you-can”’; 
min tikasak “what do you want?”; muttdye akak bah ilitak “I shall go alone with 
you”; an zot idigak “I shall come myself”; akak zot magala tiburak “you yourself 
will go to the market’. 

1 For more examples of the imperfect-ma, see Cerulli, p. 197. 

2 I did not record the complete conjugation of yisdgdi ndr. The complete conjugation is 
found in Cohen, p. 278, and it appears that the ending of the imperfect is the same in all the 


petsons and numbers. Thus, sg. 2nd fem. sasdgdi narsi, pl. 3rd com. yisdgdi nadru, 2nd com. 
taségdi narku, and so on. 
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(b) The compound imperfect is also used with the conjunction -s- “while” 
placed between the simple imperfect and -d/; the imperfect can be followed 
or not by gada. 

Examples: yigirbisal “while he guarded”; fardz-bé clit-s-al qada wadaqa “‘he fell 
down while he was on his horse”; yirat-s-al qada yudgal “he will fall while he 
runs”; yolsa/ (or ydlzal) thtal “he walks eating’’. 4 


\ 7 Relative impertect 


(a) The relative imperfect serves for the expression of the present or of the 
future in the relative clause. 

Examples: y7 sirri_yagzal ahad uswu-m arr? kum “1 have not seen anyone who 
would know this secret’’, lit. ‘this secret he-who-knows one man IJ-have-not- 
seen”; lifu-bé yardizal bissi busul inta “the fruit that falls from the tree is ripe’, 
lit. “‘tree-from that-falls fruit ripe it-is”; akak intak hogt tidigzak “it is you who 
will come today’’, lit. “you you-are today you-who-will-come”; yi kullu sayim 
mannit yikatrizal inta ‘all this is something that prevents sleep’’, lit. “this all 
a-thing-indeed to-sleep that-prevents it-is”; “tfeqdrbazak awhakos abbave zat inta 
“the ball with which you play belongs to my brother’, lit. “that-you-play-with-it 
ball my-brother(’s) property it-is”’. 

(b) The relative imperfect occasionally serves for the expression of an adjective 
or a noun of profession: ydqdmsizal “beautiful”, lit. “he-who-is-beautiful” ; 
yagzal “intelligent”, lit. “he-who-knows”; y7/ifzd/ “traveller’’, lit. “‘he-who- 
walks”; yidalezal “worker”, lit. “he-who-works”; yabd/tiza/ “cunning’’, lit. 
“he-who-is-cunning”’. 

The same procedure is used in Geez and in Gafat: thus, Geez zdyamdwwat “mortal’’, lit. 
‘*he-who-dies”; Gafat yaso/ “intelligent”, lit. “‘he-knows’’ (with the relative element vero). 


NEGATIVE IMPERFECT 
§ 18. Simple imperfect (aysabr1) 
(2) The forms of the negative simple imperfect are: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. aysabri 


3rd fem. — atsabri Ege 
2nd masc. atsabri ee 
2nd fem. aftsabri = 

Ist com. ansdbri ansabri 


(b) The radical is the same as that of the positive imperfect: -sabr-. The prefixed 
and suffixed morphemes are likewise the same (see above), except that there is 
no vowel between the prefix and the 1st radical because the prefix is joined in 
pronunciation to the negative element (g-sdbri against the positive y-7-sabrz, 


1 For more examples, see Cerulli, p. 188. 


Basic Stem 23 


at-sdbri against the positive ¢7-sdbri, etc.). As for the negative element, it is pro- 
bably the Semitic negation (?)a/ found in the other Ethiopic languages. The 
element / is lost before the consonant prefixes _y and ¢. For the 1st person, how- 
ever, which begins in the positive with a vowel (¢sdbri), one would expect the 
preservation of the / (a/sdbri) as is the case in the other Ethiopic languages. * 
The element av- causes difficulties. 


(c) It should be stressed once more that the final -7 in all the persons except 
in the sing. 2nd fem. is a euphonic vowel, and as such it has no influence on 
the preceding consonant. The vowel -7 of the sing. 2nd fem. causes the palatali- 
zation of a preceding dental, liquid and sibilant, for which see § 11b, c. 

For the meaning and usage of this form, see § 22. 


§ 19. Compound imperfect (yisabrumiél) 


(a) The forms of the negative compound imperfect are: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. yisdbrumél * gph pee 
3rd fem. ssabrumét J 
2nd masc. s“sabrumék ae 3 
nae ae tisabruméeku 
2nd fem.  fisabrumés 
1st com.  <sabrumék nisabruména 


(b) The form is composed of the simple imperfect, of the negative element 
-(4)m (for which see § 6), and of the conjugated -é/ “‘he is not” that represents 
the negative form of -d/ (see § 12b above). As was the case of -d/, the / of -é/ 
disappears before the consonant suffixes -7, -&, -s, -7. The / doesnot disappear, 
however, in the auxiliary -é(um) “‘he is not’? when it is independent without 
being combined with the imperfect; thus, sg. 3rd masc. é/-um, fem. é/tim, 2nd 
masc. é/kim, fem. é/sim, and so on. 

(c) Concerning the rounded vowel 4 of yisdbr-u-m-é/ instead of the vowel 7 
of the simple imperfect yisabr-i, it is probably owing to the presence of the labial 
m that caused the rounding of the vowel preceding it. 

For the meaning and usage of this form, see § 22. 


§ 20. Form aysibar 


(2) The forms of the negative imperfect aysibdr are: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. aysibar-lé Dé 
3rd fem.  atsibar eae 

atsibaru 


2nd fem.  atsibari 
Ist com.  ansibdar ansibdar 
1 See Gafat, pp. 106, 107. 


2 In Cerulli’s notation the vowel ¢ is diphthongized and the forms are: igadlum-ieh, tegadl- 
um-ieh, and so on (Harar, p. 94). 


2nd masc. atsibar | 


3 
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| 


For the negative element a(/), see §18b. The radical ssbdr is the one of the 
jussive (see { 24). The prefixed and suffixed morphemes are those of the imperfect — 


and of the jussive. 
For the meaning and usage of this form, see § 23. 


§ 21. Form xdaysibar 


(a) The forms of the negative imperfect zdystbar are: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. vdysibar et 
Std tem.) \\ ganar OL 
2nd masc. sxdtsibdr SiGe 
2nd fem. xdtstbari en. 
1st com. xdnsibar gansibar 


This form is composed of the prefixed relative element x, and of the negative 
imperfect in subordinate clause that is expressed by the negative jussive (see 
§ 20, above). 

For the meaning of this form, see § 23. 


Harari is one of the few Ethiopic languages that makes a distinction between the main clause 
and the subordinate clause in the usage of the negative imperfect. The other languages that 
have two distinct forms for the negative imperfect are Aymellel, Selti, Wolane, Zway, and 
Gafat. The forms of the negative imperfect in these languages are as follows. In Aymellel, for 
the main clause, ¢igdrs; for the subordinate clause, aygars. In Selti, for the main clause, a/ésaber; 
for the subordinate clause, aysabar. In Zway, for the main clause, tiddbe/; for the subordinate 
clause, aydabal. In Gafat, for the main clause, sifark-am; for the subordinate clause, ayfarak. 
As can be seen, all these languages use the same radical for both forms of the imperfect (sabar), 
the difference being expressed in the form of the negative element. Harari is the only language 
that uses two different radicals: the radical of the imperfect (sabar) for the main clause, and the 
radical of the jussive (sabdr) for the subordinate clause. Since various Cushitic languages like- 
wise use two different forms of the negative imperfect for the main clause and for the sub- 
ordinate clause, we might suspect a Cushitic influence here (Language, 28 [1952], 75). See also 
Gafat, pp. 106, 107. 


MEANING AND USAGE OF THE NEGATIVE IMPERFECT 
§ 22. The forms aysabri, yisdébrumél 


(a) These two forms of the negative imperfect are used in the main clause. 
The meaning of the compound negative imperfect (ysdbrumé/) is clear. It is used 
for the expression of the present and future in the main negative clause. I did 
not obtain, however, any example that would illustrate the precise usage of the 
simple negative imperfect (aysabri) and the difference in usage between the simple 
negative imperfect and the compound negative imperfect. The simple imperfect 
was obtained as a paradigm through direct questioning. 

Examples for the negative compound imperfect are: muttive mosa ifarkumék 
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**T cannot do it alone’, lit. ‘“I-alone to-do I-cannot”; yi xalta hadum uqumék 
“T do not know anything else’, lit. “this that-is-not anything I-do-not-know”. 


§ 23. The forms aysibar, xaysibar 


(a) This form of the negative imperfect is used in the subordinate clause 
with conjunctions and in the relative clause. 

Examples: aysibar-/é “that he may not break”; zm ayfirdk “before he is able’; 
vaywidag-kut yifaéral “he is afraid to fall’, lit. “that-he-falls-not he-is-afraid” ; 
vayaleqgamu-bé “when they do not collect’. 1 


JUSSIVE AND IMPERATIVE 


§ 24. Jussive 


(a) The radical of the jussive and imperative for type A is s(@)bar; for type B, 
Sémq; for type C, magd; for type D, bord. 

(b) The prefixed and the suffixed morphemes of the jussive are the same as 
those of the imperfect except for the euphonic -7 that is not used in the jussive, 
since the radical s(7)bér, without final consonant cluster, does not necessitate a 
euphonic vowel. 

The 2nd person of the jussive is used only in the negative. 


(c) The forms of the jussive of type A are: 


Singular Plural 


3rd masc. ydsbar (positive) 
3rd fem. tasbir 
2nd masc. afstbdr (negative) 
2nd fem. = atstbari 
1st com. xdasbdar nasbar 


yasbarn * 


atsibaru (negative) 


From verbs 1.2.2.: yaksas. 

Type B: yasémqi. 

Type C: yamagdi. 

Type D: yabordi. Types B, C, and D have a euphonic vowel because of the 
final consonant cluster. 


The vowel 4 of the prefix (ydé-sbér) also occurs in C. M. Go. Ms. S.W.Z.; En. has dé coming 
from yd-. 

The radical s(/)bar of type A is found in G. /sbas of the class /aébsé, in certain verbs of C. En. 
M. Ms. Go., * and in the negative form of Aymellel. For more details, see Gafat, p. 108. 

The radical sémq(z) of the Harari type B also occurs in Z. megan. 

The radical mdgd(z) of type C occuts in all the Ethiopic languages, except perhaps in Argobba 
where the form is mwarrak (with geminated 2nd radical). 


Cohen, p.. 285. 
2 For the 3rd pers. pl. Cerulli, p. 95, wrongly gives the form yagdalo, with o. 
pss 10 (1951);".85-98, 
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§ 25. Imperative 
(2) The forms of the imperative of type A are: 


Singular Plural 


2nd masc. ¢cimdq 
2nd fem. dimiaqi 
From verbs 1.2.2.: Atsdst. 
Type B: sémqi. 
Type C: magdi. 
Type D: bord. The -7 of types B, C, and D of the 2nd masc. sg. is euphonic. 


clmiaqu 


(6) The final vowel -7 of the jussive and imperative of the 2nd person, fem. 
sg. causes the palatalization of a final dental, liquid, and sibilant (see § 11b).1 
Thus, faci from Aft “open”; zimdgi, from ymd ““drag”’; rigdét, from rgt “kick”; 
naddy, from nal “make a hole”; Aafay, from kf/ “Spay”; fatani, from ftn “hurry’’; 
libasi, from J/bs “‘dress’’. 

(c) The palatalization can also affect the 1st or 2nd radical of the root if it is 
a dental, liquid, or sibilant. In some instances, two radicals of the root can be 
palatalized. Thus, &/ga#i, from kdn “‘cover’”’; bicasi, from bts “pull out”; szgabi 
and sigabi, from sdb “insult”; Aicabi, from tb “‘write’’; goybi, from golaiba “make 
a cover for the food basket”; giydgi, diydgi, and dildgi, from dig “‘work’’; ¢crdge, 
from frg “‘sweep”’; sakdri, from skr “‘be drunk”; girdgz, from drq “‘be dry”; stbari 
and stbdri, from sbr “break”; cimagi and tmagi, from tmd “put the yoke”; mkasi 
and #ikdast, from nks “bite”; gadayi and gagdyi, from gd/ “kill”. See also § 11c. 


§ 26. Meaning and usage of the jussive and imperative 


(a) The imperative expresses an order. The jussive in the 1st and 3rd persons 
also expresses an order and/or an admonition; in the 2nd person (with the nega- 
tive element) it expresses a defense or prohibition. 

Examples: wuttizo biddga “leave him alone”; akak na? alayzo yagri “you, come, 
and may the others remain”; ku//uziyum yddégu “may all of them come!” ; mibrazo 
hut yansa? “let him take according to his work”; atasbdr ““do not break’’. 


NoMINAL FORMS 
§ 27. Infinitive or verbal noun 


(2) The form of the infinitive or verbal noun of type A is masbdr. ? It is formed 
with the prefixed element md-, the radical of the verb being the same as the one 
of the jussive-imperative (§ 24a). 3 

The element #d- with the radical of the jussive-imperative for the expression of the infinitive 
also occurs in Amh. and in Argobba. For the other Ethiopic languages, see Gafat, p. 109. 


1 Cerulli, p. 95, gives the form geda/i, without palatalization of /, but see p. 18, n. 3. 

2 I did not record the form mésqa/a mentioned in Cohen, p. 285. 

8 For the negative infinitive Cerulli, p. 96, gives the form a/-magdal, that is, the negative 
al- known from other tenses. 
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The other types likewise have the prefix md-, but the radical is not the same 
as the one of the jussive. The forms are: type B, masémdg (the radical of the jussive 
is S@mq); type C, mamdgdd (the radical of the jussive is mdgd); type D, maborad. 

(b) This form expresses either theinfinitiveorthe verbal noun (“the fact of . . .”’). 

Examples for the infinitive: bagld-bé huluf mabélag yifarkumél “he cannot count 
more than a hundred’, lit. “hundred-from over to-count he-cannot”; baglé 
usw-bé huluf yi gar mabo?a yitfarkumél “more than a hundred persons cannot 
enter into this house’, lit. “hundred persons-from over this house to-enter 
it-cannot”; maktab tiqazak kutit méqr@um tigak “you will know how to read 
as well as you know how to write”, lit. ‘‘to-write that-you-will-know as-well 
to-read you-will-know” (in this sentence the forms mdktab and mara’ could also 
be translated as verbal nouns: “‘the writing, the reading’’); yi fardsu mokab ifar- 
kumek “I cannot buy this horse’’, lit. “this horse to-buy I-cannot”’. 

Examples for the verbal noun: askarat ilawa bad mazrdf-lé digu “the soldiers 
came to the country for booty”, lit. “soldiers to country pillage-for they-came”’; 
miktéb-bé hal “he was writing’, lit. “the-fact-of-writing-in he-is”.? 

(c) The verbal noun followed by Aéyfiya “manner” is used for the expression 
of a noun of manner; thus, mdk/ab kayfiya “the manner of writing”; matfeqar 
kayfiya “the manner of playing”. 

(d) The verbal noun takes the suffixed pronouns like any other noun. The 
forms are: 

Singular Plural 
3rd masc. méagdal-zo “his killing” 
3rd fem. méagdal-za “her killing” 
2nd masc. wméagddal-ka | 
2nd fem.  médgdal-kas 
1st com. wméagdal-e migdal-xina 


} migdal-riyu 


migddl-ko 


§ 28. Passive participle 
(2) The form of the passive participle of type A is sabar, fem. suburit. From 
type B, sumdq (from sémdga); from type C, mugdd (from magdda); from type D, 
gurum (from géordma). 


The same formation is regularly used in all the North Ethiopic languages. Harari is the only 
language in the South Ethiopic group that uses this form of the passive participle. * 


1 For other examples, see Cerulli, p. 96. 
een 1 (1951), 219. 


DERIVED STEMS 
STEM WITHOUT PREFIXES 


N02) A Lequentative stem 


(a2) Harari, like all the spoken languages of Ethiopia, has a frequentative stem 
of the types A, B, C, and D. The formation of the stem consists in the repetition 
of the 2nd radical, the supplementary syllable having the vowel @. The form 
of the types A, B, and C is the same: type A gidadiala, type B simdmdaqa, type C 
migagida. Type D has the form gérardma, with the vowel d as against the vowel 
z of the other types. 


As in all the Ethiopic languages, the frequentative stem of Harari has the same syllabic 
structure as the quadriliteral, except for the second vowel (@) that is characteristic of the fre- 
quentative stem. Indeed the form of the Harari quadriliteral is gé/abata. The 2nd radical of the 
Harari frequentative stem is simple, as is the case in the Eastern Gurage languages of S.W. and 
Zway. As for the vowel of the 1st radical, Harari is the only language that has the vowel 2. 
In type D, the vowel of the 1st radical is 4 going back to the vowel 6 of the basic stem (bérdda). 
In the other Ethiopic languages, the vowel of the 1st radical is either a or 4; see Gafat, p. 111. 


(6) The forms of the frequentative stem are as follows: 


Pye Type B dypee Type D 


Perfect Lidadila Simamigqa migagada giirarama 
Imperfect yigdadlal ytgrarmal 
Jussive yagdadh yaqurarmti 
Imperative gidadh gurarmti 
Infinitive miigdadal 


(c) The frequentative stem expresses an intensive, a repeated, or an attenuative 
action. Examples: sibabara ‘“‘break to pieces”, sZmdmédqa “hide here and there”, 
migagdda “‘burn at the surface’’. 

A verb in the frequentative without having the basic stem is Aibabdla “deceive, 
entice”’. 

(d) The frequentative with the prefix ¢é- can also express reciprocity (§ 31a). 


1 For the frequentative stem, see W. Leslau, ““Le theme verbal fréquentatif dans les langues 


éthiopiennes”, Revue des études sémitiques (1939), pp. 15-31. The information on the Harari 
frequentative is in disagreement with that given here. 
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STEMS WITH PREFIXES 
STEM WITH (/a- 


§ 30. Reflexive-passive stem 


(2) The stem with the morpheme #é- prefixed to the verb expresses the reflexive 
or passive of the basic stem. The morpheme #é- is added to the basis of the 
fundamental or basic stem. Thus, type A, gabdra “bury”’: té-qabara “be buried” ; 
type B, sé/ama “decorate”: ta-Selima “be decorated”; type C, gagdra “bake”’: 
ta-gagiira “be baked”; type D, géndta “‘pinch”’: té-qondta “be pinched”. 

(b) As in all the Semitic and Ethiopic languages, the passive meaning of the 
té-stem is not always evident from the translation into a Western language. 
Indeed we encounter here the problem of formal analysis versus translation. 
Thus, for instance, “lose” (¢érdta’a) in relation with “win” (rafa’a) does not 
seem to have a passive meaning. However, its passive meaning becomes clear 
from the basic Ethiopic meaning of the verb. Indeed, réfa’a means “vanquish, 
overpower, win”, and /drdta’a means “be overpowered, vanquished”’, that is, 
“Jose”. Another example would be “obey” (¢é?é@mdra) in relation to “order, 
command” (émdra). Indeed, #a@?@mdéra means “‘be ordered, commanded, receive 
an order, be forced by an order” passing into the meaning of “obey”. Or, 
“borrow” (dé/égaha) in relation to “lend” (alégaba). The basic meaning lies in 
aléqaba “give a loan”, that is “lend”, whereas /a/éqéba means “be given a loan”, 
that is, “‘borrow’’. 

(c) In other examples the verb in the /4- stem has an intransitive meaning 
in relation to the transitive meaning of the basic stem. Most often, however, 
the intransitive meaning can be derived from the passive value. Thus, for in- 
stance, madgdda “burn” (transitive), but #émdgdda “burn” (intransitive). The 
basic meaning of the fundamental stem is “‘burn’’, lit. “kindle”, the #é- stem 
having the meaning of “‘be lit, kindled” > “‘burn’’ (intransitive). Likewise, 
timalaa “become full’ in relation to mdla?a “fill” means originally “be filled” 
Ei oe tulle”. 


All the Ethiopic languages use the morpheme #d- for the reflexive-passive. Only Tigre uses 
the morpheme /s-, and in Arg. the ¢ is assimilated to the 1st radical of the root (annekkdsa). 
Also, only Tigre and Argobba use the basis of type B even for verbs of type A (Te. ta-kaffala, 
Arg. annekkdsa). All the other languages add the morpheme /d- to the basis of the fundamental 
stem. See also Gafat, p. 113. 


(d) The vowel of the morpheme ¢ is 7 with the negative a/-, and with the conjunc- 
tion zs: a/-tiqdbara “he was not buried”’, 7s-tigabdra “when he is buried”. The mor- 
pheme ¢ has no vowel if it is joined to a preceding syllable ending in a vowel. This is 
true of the relative element /- or in the forms with prefixed morphemes. Thus, z7#- 
gabéra“‘he who wasburied”’, yat-gabaral“‘heisburied”’, yat-qabar “may hebeburied”’. 


In the Gurage dialects the morpheme ¢ has also the vowel a with the negative a/ in a/-ta-kaffala 
as against @ of the affirmative (¢é-kdffala). The loss of the vowel of the morpheme ¢ when it 
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is attached to the prefix of the imperfect is known from all the Ethiopic languages (yat-kaffa/). 
See also Gafat, pp. 112-113. 


(e) The forms of the 7é- stem are as follows: 


Type A Type B Type C Type D_ Frequentative 
Perfect tagabara tabéerdga tafaqada tabordda tasbabira 
Imperfect  _yitqabdar yitbérag yitfaqad yitborad yissibabdar 
Jussive yatqabar yatberag yatfagad yatborad yassibabar 
Imperative  sagabar taberdg tifaqad taborad tasbabdar 
Infinitive matqabar matbérag mitfaqad matborad — massibabar 


(f) The morpheme ¢ is totally assimilated to a following dental, sibilant, or 
affricate with which it is in contact. Thus, yzsséqga/, for yitségal, from taségdla 
“climb”; yissélim, for yitselim, from tasélima “be decorated”; yiddamds, for 
yitdamas, from tadimidsa “be destroyed”; zictékala “what is built”, for zitctékdla, 
from sacekila; xittimag “what is squeezed”, for zittamdg. 

The morpheme ¢ is partially assimilated to a following voiced: yidgébal “‘he 
sits”, for yatgebal. 


The situation is the same in G. Te. Gaf. C. En. M. Ms. S.W. In Go. A. and Z. the assimil- 
ation is optional. In Tna. Amh. and Arg. the morpheme ¢ is assimilated to any first radical. 


(g) For the feminine imperative “be buried’’, one informant gave me the 
form ¢agabar, for tagabari; for “sit down” ¢agébdy for tagébali. These examples 
show palatalization in distance (§ 11c, 25c). These forms, however, were not 
approved by another informant. 

(4) From tagébdla “sit down’, I obtained the forms: compound imperfect, 
ytdgebalal and yidgébal; jussive yddgébal and _yddgeb; imperative, tdgebal and tageb; 
infinitive, wddgébal and mddgéba. In all these forms the final syllable -4/ is omitted. * 

(7) Like all the Ethiopic languages (see Gafat, p. 114), Harari has verbs that 
have no basic stem. The basic meaning is then expressed by the stem with /-. 
The meanings of these verbs ate varied: transitive, intransitive, neuter, and so on. 

Type A: tagdrdda “‘withdraw’’. 

Type B: tafeqdra “converse, play”, tagébila “‘sit’”’, takétidla “follow’’, tamégdna 
“take refuge against evil”, ségébdla “receive”, tdrégdza “lean upon”, saséqdla 
“climb”’, 7aténdba “listen attentively”’. 

Type C: tafagdda “take care of, nurse”, tasafara “trade”, tabalala “hurry”. 

The causative of these verbs is formed mostly (and perhaps even mainly) 
with the af- stem (see § 33). 

(/) For other verbs the basic meaning is expressed by the a- stem, and the 
ta- stem is a passive not of the basic stem, but of the a- stem. Examples: tadamdsa 
“be demolished’, from a-damésa ““demolish”’; tddagdna “‘he bent’’, from a-dagdna 


““bend’’. 


1 See also Cohen, p. 301. 
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§ 31. Reciprocal stem 


(2) Reciprocity (“do something one against another’), and participation 
_ (“do something with one another’’) are expressed by the morpheme /d- prefixed 
either to the frequentative stem or to the basis of type C regardless of the 
original type of the verb, that is to say, whether it is of type A, B, C, or D. 


(b) In the reciprocal the forms occur only in the plural. The forms are: 


From the basis of From the basis of the 
type C frequentative 
Perfect tagaddlu tagdadilu 
Imperfect yitgadalu yitgidaddalu 
Jussive yatgadalu yatgidadalu 
Imperative tagaddalu tagdadilu 
Infinitive matgaddl matgidadal 


From type B: #asaladu “they shaved one another”, tabtatdnu “they dispersed 
one another’. 

From type C: tamardku ot timrariku “they took one another prisoner’. 

From type D: ¢aégrardmu “they hit one another with the knuckles”. 

Other examples: sddabala “participate” (from dabdla “add, join”), tagadala 
“quarrel” (but gdddla ‘‘kill’”’), tatabaga “be glued”’, that is ““be stuck to one another” 
(from fabdga “‘be tight”), tdgafara “be separated” (from gafara “let go”’), taqabalu 
“disagree” (from gabdta “lack, miss’’). 

(c) In other verbs of this type the reciprocal meaning is not evident. This 
is true of tatdlifa “lay hold of” (in connection with /a/afa “rob’’), an active mean- 
ing rather than reciprocal. Likewise the verb sigabdta “disappear” (from gabdta 
“lack, miss’) does not show a clear meaning of reciprocity unless the reciprocity 


is to be understood as the disappearance of one object or person from the view 
of another object or person. 


STEM WITH a- 


W952" Causative 


(2) The stem with the prefixed morpheme a- serves for the expression of the 
causative. Thus, bdasdla ‘“‘be ripe”: a-basdla “‘cook’’, that is, “make ripe”; bagdla 
“orow’’: a-bagdla “plant, make grow’’; gérdra “‘be neat”’: a-gordra “bring near’’; 
Lodira “‘be long”: a-godaéra “lengthen”’. 

The morpheme a- is prefixed to the basis of the type of the fundamental 
stem. Thus, type A, fatdla “spin”: a-fatéla; type B, réhasa “be wet”: aréhasa 
“dough”, lit. “to wet”; bérdna “be bright”’: abérana “illuminate” ; bordda “arrive”: 
a-bordda. 

The addition of the morpheme a- to the basis of the fundamental stem in type A for the 


formation of the causative is known in all the South Ethiopic languages. Thus, Gafat /attdmda 
“arrive”: a-lattimd “‘cause to arrive’; Chaha bdsard-m “be ripe”: a-basdrd-m “‘cook’’. Geez, 
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Te., and Tna. have the causative °a-sbdrd regardless of the basis of type A. Thus, G. ndgdrd and 
labsd, Tna. sabaéra, and Te. sdbra, all have the causative °a-sbdrd (Te. asbara). For >asbdrd in 
the negative causative of certain South Ethiopic languages, see Gafat, p. 114. 

In types B and C, all the Ethiopic languages add the morpheme a- to the basis of the original 


type. 

(b) The causative is also formed with the prefixed morpheme a#- (§ 33). From 
the recorded examples with a- and a#- it would seem that the a- stem is formed 
from intransitive verbs, whereas the a# stem is formed from transitive and 
active verbs. 

(c) The forms of the causative are as follows: 


Type A Type B Type C Type D 


Perfect agdbdara acerdqa adamisa agofiala 
Simple imperfect yagibri yatirgi yadamsi yagufit 
Compound imperfect yagabral yacirgal yadamsal yaguflal 
Jussive yagbir yacerqi yadamst yagofit 
Imperative aghir acerqi adamst agofit 
Infinitive magbar 1 macerag madamias magofal 


The vowel of the prefix of the imperfect also sounds like 4. 


The vowel 4 or a of the prefix reminds one of the vowel @ or a of the imperfect-prefix in 
Tigrinya: ydsabbar or yasabbar. ? 


ad) The causative of the frequentative stem seems to be formed mostly with 
the prefix at-. The forms of the a- stem are the following: perf. absasdla, impetr- 
fect _yabsaslal, jussive yabsash, imperative absas/, infinitive mabsasal. 

From the verbs 1.2.2. Type A: perfect anddida, imperfect yandddal, jussive 

yandid, imperative andid, infinitive mandad. 

Type C: perfect aqdndna, imperfect _yaqannal, jussive yaqganni, imperative aqanni, 
infinitive magandn. 

Type A. The 2nd radical is simple in all the South Ethiopic languages. For the North Ethiopic 
languages, see Gafat, p. 115. 

Type B. The vowel 7 of the 1st radical of the imperfect likewise occurs in A. yalizzab and 
Z. yasirg. Note, however, that in A. the 2nd radical is geminated, whereas in Z. it is simple, 
as is the case in Harari. 

The vowel @ of the 1st radical of the jussive is also found in Zway. 

Type D. The vowels az) of the 1st radical in the imperfect, and 6(0) in the jussive are the 
same as in Zway: imperf. yagudrana, jussive yagoduru. 


(e) Like all the Ethiopic languages, * Harari has verbs that have no fundamental 
stem. The basic meaning is then expressed by the stem with a-. The meanings 
of these verbs are varied: transitive, active, neuter, and so on. 

Type A: abdsdra “desecrate, make profane”, agdbdra “tame’’, amdlita “escape’’, 

1 Cerulli, p. 121, gives the form mdflal, with d. 


2 W. Leslau, Documents Tigrigna, p. 102. 
ew See:Gafatson115:; 
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_amésara “bake, pour the dough into the cooking plate”, anddida “keep up the 
fire”, andtéfa “spread”, ardfdda “‘be late”, atdlala “‘filter’’. 

Type B: a¢érdga “strangle”, aséndna “talk”? (probably a denominative of sindn 
“language, voice, word”). 3 

Type C: adagdna “bend”, adamdsa “demolish”, agaléba “toast” (also galab 
| asa “heat slightly”), agardda “observe attentively, keenly”, agabdda “hand over’, 
azalila “make turn in round (stone), rotate” (perhaps in connection with zd/dla 
“jump”). 

Type D: adégdna “bend”, afordra “throw”, agébdra “become full (moon)”, 
akofdra and akéfara “snore”, amolasa “become soft”, agofala “lock”, * agdmdsa 
“be beautiful”. 

The passive meaning of the transitive verbs of this class is formed with the 
morpheme /d- (§ 30). Their causative meaning is expressed by the morpheme 


at- (§ 33). 
STEM WITH af- 


The stem with the prefixed morpheme a/- expresses either the causative or 
the causative of the reciprocal or the adjutative.* The radical of the verb is 
different for each of these expressions. 


oo. Causative 


(a) The stem with af expresses the causative. From the recorded examples 
it would seem that az- serves mostly for the causative of the active and transitive 
vetbs as well as of the verbs that occur in the /éstem only without having 
a fundamental stem ({ 301). 

(b) In the verbs of type A and B, the prefix af- is added to the basis of type 
B regardless of the original type. Thus, atqgébdra ‘“‘cause to bury”, from qabara 
“bury” (type A); atrékdaba “hand over’’, lit. “‘make find”, from raékdba “find” 
(type A); atnésa’a “give the daughter in marriage’, probably a causative of 
ndsa’a “marry” (type A); from an intransitive verb: atmésala “imitate’’, lit. “cause 
to be alike”, from masala “be alike” (type A); atféddga “cause to grind coarsely”’, 
from feddga “grind coarsely” (type B); atrégdza “make to lean upon”, from 
tarégdza “lean upon” (type B); at¢éndga “oppress, bother”, for which I did not 
record any other stem. 

In the verbs of type C, the morpheme a¢- is added either to the basis of type 
B or type C. * Thus, atmégdda and atmdgdda “cause to burn”, from mdagdda “burn” 
(transitive); afgdndna ‘“‘cause to stand”, from gdandna “stand”. 

In the verbs of type D, the prefix af- is added to the basis of the original 
type; thus, atbordda “‘cause to be finished’’, from tabérdda “‘be finished’’. 


The forms given in Cohen, p. 300, are confused. 

Cerulli, p. 99, gives qéfala, imperf. iqulfal (with metathesis). 

This form also seems to express the factitive (““make someone do something through 
the intermediary of another person”’), but I did not record any definite examples. 

Cerulli, p. 123, gives only the form atmdgada for the type C. 


1 
2 
3 
€ 
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The morpheme a7- is used in all the Ethiopic languages except in Geez and Argobba. Where- 
ever the morpheme a+- exists it is added to the basis of type B, except in Chaha where I recorded 
the morpheme a#- also with the basis of type A. For mote details, see Gafat, p. 116. 


(c) The element ¢ is totally assimilated to a following sibilant, dental, and 
affricate, and partly assimilated to a following voiced sound. Thus, assardra . 
“oraft”, for at-sdrdra;+ addalaba “throw stones repeatedly”, for at-daliha; at¢ée- 
naga “opptess’’, for at¢éndga; adgébdla “cause to sit down’’, for at-gébala. 

The situation is the same as for the element ¢ of the morpheme 44-; see § 30f. 


(4) The forms are the following: 


Rorty pes a. 1b. Type C Type D 
Perfect atqebira atmagdda atborada 
Simple imperfect yatgibri yatmagd yathurdi 
Compound imperfect yatqibral yatmagdal yatbirdal 
Jussive yatgebri yatmaga yatbordi 
Imperative atqebri atmagdi atbordi 
Infinitive matqebdr mitmagad matborad 


The vowel i(7) of the imperfect also occurs in A. yastikkatu, Gaf. yatkimmar, and Z. yatmizena, 
except that in A. and Gaf. the 2nd radical is geminated, whereas it is simple in Z. and in Harari. 
The vowel é(e) of the jussive and imperative is found in Z. yatmezana. 


§ 34. Causative of the reciprocal 


(a) The morpheme az- added to the basis of the type C or of the frequentative 
stem, regardless of the original type of the verb, serves for the expression of 
the causative of the reciprocal (“‘cause to do something one against the other” 
or “‘with one another’). Thus, atkdsdsa and atkisdsiésa “cause to accuse one 
another”, from kdsdsa “‘accuse”’ (type A); atbatdna or atbitatdna “cause to disperse 
one another”, from bétana “disperse” (type B); atmardka or atmirardka “cause 
to take one another prisoner”, from mardka “take prisoner” (type C); atqarardma 
“cause to hit one another with the knuckles”, from gérdma “hit with the knuckles” 
(type D); atkahala “reconcile”, that is, ‘‘cause to be reconciled with one another”. 
The form assardra “graft” (from atsarara) is probably in connection with sdrdra 
“climb”, and would mean “make one part climb on another” (see also § 33c). 


All the Ethiopic languages (except G. and Arg.) express the causative of the reciprocal 
in the same way. 


(b) The forms are as follows: 


Pypeageag Dao Type D 
Perfect atméraka ot atmiraraika atqurardma 
Simple imperfect yatmar ki yatmirar ki yatqurarmi 
Compound imperfect yatmarkal yatmirarkal yatqirarmal 


1 Cohen, p. 299, gives various forms for this verb for which I find no explanation. 
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| Jussive yatmar ki yatmirarki yatqurarmi 
_ Imperative atmarki atmirarki atqurarmt 
| Infinitive matmarak 


The vocalic structure of the imperfect and jussive is the same in all the Ethiopic languages. 
The 2nd radical of the Harari imperfect is simple as is true in S.W.Z., and Tigrinya; in the 
other languages the 2nd radical is geminated. The 2nd radical of the jussive is simple in all the 
Ethiopic languages. 


§ 35. Adjutative 


(az) The morpheme a#- added to the basis of type C, regardless of the original 
type of the verb serves for the expression of the adjutative (“help someone to 
do something’’). Examples: athdrdsa “help to plough”, from fardsa ‘“‘plough”’ 
(type A); assabéra “help to break”, from sdabdra “break” (type A); atwalada 
“breed, raise animals”, originally “‘help or cause to give birth”, from wmdlida 
“give birth” (type A); atbalaga “help to count’’, from /é/aga “count” (type B); 
atqatara “help to tie’, from gdatdra “tie” (type C). 


The forms are as follows: 


Perfect atqatara 
Simple imperfect yatqatri 
Compound imperfect yatqatral 
Jussive yatqatri 
Imperative atqatri 
Infinitive matqatar 


(>) I recorded a few verbs with the prefix af added to the basis of type C 
without the fundamental stem. Therefore, it is difficult to know the original 
meaning of these verbs and to have a correct judgment on the meaning of the 
at- stem. These verbs are: atbddaiba ‘“‘mix two liquids in two different cups’, 
addabaga “fill a utensil by immersing it’. In the verb addaliba ‘throw stones 
repeatedly”, type C indicates a repeated action, a meaning that is expressed in 
Tigre regularly by type C. 1 


STEM WITH /dn-, an- 
§ 36. Meaning and usage of sin-, an- 


(a) Harari also has the prefixes ¢én- and an-. These prefixes are no longer 
productive and therefore cannot be added automatically to the basic stem of 
the verb. As a matter of fact, the verbs that have these prefixes are never used 
alone in Harari. Also no special meaning is attached to the prefixes an- and san- 
except that dy- serves to form a passive or an intransitive from the verb with 
the an- stem. In the recorded examples these prefixes occur only in the verbs 
1.2.2. of the type D and in a verb 1.1.2. The verbs are: anddléla “roll” (transitive), 
angolila “‘sift”, angoradra ‘“‘expect, wait”, angaqaba “‘cackle’’. 

1 TAOS, 68 (1948), 132. 
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As was said above, the passive or intransitive meaning of these verbs is obtain- 
ed by the prefix ¢én-. Thus, sangélala “be sifted”, tandéléla “roll” (intransitive). 


For the prefix an-, ¢dn-, an- in Ethiopic, see Gafat, p. 144; M. Cohen, in Mémoires del’ Institut 
Frangais, 56 (Le Caire, 1935), 715-719; Nouvelles études d’éthiopien méridional, pp. 256-271; S. 
Grébaut, in Comptes rendus du GLECS, 2 (1935), 17-18; Aethiopica, 3 (1935), 115-117; W. 


Leslau, 7AOS, 63 (1943), 11. 


(b) The forms are as follows: 


Perfect angorara 
Simple imperfect yangurri 
Compound imperfect yangurral 
Jussive yangorri 
Imperative angorri 
Infinitive mangorar 


anqaqaha 
yangag hi 
yangaghal 
yangaghi 
anqaght 
mangaqah 


tandolala 
yindolali 
yindolalal 
yandolal 
tandolal 


or 
or 
or 
OE 


yiddolal 
yiddolalal 
yaddolal 
tadolal 


SPECIAL VERBAL CLASSES 
TRILITERALS 


In the class of the triliteral verbs there are verbs with special radicals that require 
particular attention. These radicals are: w as 1st radical (wagqdta, § 37), ? as 2nd 
radical (/a’aka, § 39), > as 3rd radical (ndasa’a, § 40), b as 1st radical (Aadaga, § 41), 
bas 2nd radical (/éhasa, § 42), b as 3rd radical (bézaha, § 43). Originally triliteral 
verbs are also those that begin with a vowel (agdda) that goes back to an original 
wot (38). 


§ 37. Class wagdta 


(2) Thete is a series of triliteral verbs where the 1st radical is w. On the whole 
they are treated like the regular triliteral verbs with the exception of some 
contractions occurring in syllables containing the semi-vowel w.1! The vowel 
following the w is a rounded @. 


(6) The verbs of this class are: 

Type A: waddada “love’’, wadala “‘be fat, stout”, wddaga “‘fall’”’, wabata “swallow” 
(té-wabata ““dtown’”, lit. “be swallowed”’), wakdba “‘buy”’, waldda “give birth’, 
wagara ““engtave”, wagdta “‘ctush, thresh”, wardda “go down”, wardsa “inherit”, 
wdsdda “take”, wdasdka “‘be dirty”, wdta’a “go out”. 

With prefixed a- only: a-wdza’a “‘perspire’’. 

Type B: wétdfa “block up”. 


Type C: walé/a “turn around, roam about’’. 


(c) The occasional contractions occurring in the conjugation are: 

iwad > 4: yiwarsal and yarsal “he inherits”; 

twa > 0: in ximddaga beside xédaga “‘he who fell’; ? 

awd > din certain verbs only: ddaga “cause to fall’’, for awddaga; ardda “place, 
put”, for awdrdda; asdda “transport”, for awdsdda; ata “take off”, for awdfaa. 


Contractions of syllables in which the semivowel » is involved occur in most of the Ethiopic 
languages. For Tigrinya taken as an illustration, see W. Leslau, Documents Tigrigna, pp. 116-117. 


1 The triliteral verbs with the 2nd radical w are treated like the regular verbs and are, 
therefore, not classified apart. 

2 Cerulli, p. 105, gives the form *ziyddaqa: ziyoqnabieu Say “la cosa che noi comprammo” 
(probably misprint for ziydgbanieu, ziyokbanieu, from wakdba “buy’’). 
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(d) The forms are as follows: 


Se wae Type A TypeB Type C 
Perfect wagqata wetafa walila 
Imperfect yuqtal =or yiwagtal yinitfal yiwallal 
Jussive yawqat yawetfi yawalli 
Imperative wiqat | wetft walli 
Infinitive mawaqat mim etaf 


Note in the imperfect the form _ywdqtal and _ydaqtal contracted from Jiwagyal. 
From verbs 1.2.2., such as waddada “love’’, the imperfect is y#ddal. * 


(e) The verb mdta’a “‘go out’, is conjugated as follows: 


Perfect wata’a 
Imperfect yHe(Z) 8 
Compound imperfect yual 
Jussive jawta’ 
Imperative nita’ 
Infinitive mawta* 


The palatalization of ¢ into ¢ is probably to be explained through the form 
*yawdta becoming *yawdta with ¢ > ¢ because of the following vowel a. 


(f) Stem with 7é- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect tdwaqata tawttifa 
Imperfect yitwagdtal jit etéfal 
Jussive | yatwaqat yatwetaf 
Imperative tdwaqat tdwetaf 
Infinitive matwagat matwetaf 


Note the verb sawdbata “drown’’, lit. “be swallowed’, passive of wdbata 
“swallow’’. 


(g) Stem with a- 


Type A 
Perfect awasika  “‘cause to be dirty”, awdddla “fatten” 
Imperfect ydwaskal 
Jussive yawsar 
Imperative awsak 
Infinitive mawsak 


A verb that occurs in the a- stem only is awdza’a “‘perspire’’. 


(2) In the verbs wadaga “fall”, wardda “go down’, wasdda “take”, and wdfa’a 
“eo out”, the causative forms *awddaqa, *awdrdda, *awdsdda, and *awdfa’a are 


1 Cerulli, p. 106, gives for the jussive the form ydrad; for the imperative wurad and drad; 
for the infinitive, ~awdagq and modaq. 

2 Cerulli, p. 100, gives the forms: ewuddap “I love”, uddumieh (that is, uddumék) “I do not 
love”, and addumieh (p. 105). 

3 The palatalization of ¢ of wdfa?a into Cin the imperfect y#‘zd/ is independent of the word hac 
(haci) preceding ya#czalas suggested by Cohen in connection witha sentence cited by Cerulli, p. 116. 
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contracted into dddga ‘‘cause to fall, throw to the ground”, drdda “‘place, put, 
putge”’, dsdda “transport”, and déa “‘take off” (for the prepalatal 4 see above). 
The contraction occurred in those verbs most probably because of their frequent 


use in the language. 


(7) The forms are: 


Pecrece ardda asada ata 
Simple imperfect yard yasti yat(t) 
Compound imperfect yardal yastal yacal 
Jussive yuri yustt yu 
Imperative urdi usti Ue 
Infinitive moraa mosad mova 


The imperfect of drdda is also ya’ardi as if the verb were of the class agdda 
(§ 38d). 

The forms yasti, yasti, asti from dsdda, arose from _yasdi, yasdi, with assimilation 
of the voiced d to the voiceless s. 

The difference in the vowels of the jussive-imperative and infinitive, namely 
4 in the jussive-imperative (yérdi, ardi) and 6 in the infinitive (wérdd) presents 
difficulties, since both these forms go back to the same original vocalic structure. 
Indeed, the jussive of the a- stem is ydwsak, the infinitive is wdwsadk, both having 
the syllable -dw-. If we have to transpose these forms to wrd, we would have 
*yawrad for the jussive, and *mdwrdd for the infinitive. One would, therefore, 
expect the contraction of -dw- into the same vowel, either 4 or 6. Actually, the 
vowels are different in the jussive-imperative (y#rdi, ardi) and in the infinitive 
(mordd). The reason for this difference is not clear. 

For the vowel # of the jussive-imperative (yard, drdi), and for the vowel @ 
of the infinitive (~0drdd), cf. the treatment of verbs such as asa “‘do”’ (§ 45g) and 
aga “‘know” (§ 451i), both with d@ in the perfect as is the case in drdda, ata. See 
also ara’a, § 48c. 


(7) Stem with a#- © 


Type A Type B 
Perfect atw eqata atw étafa 
Imperfect yatwigtal yatwitfal 
Jussive yatwegti yatwetft 
Imperative atw equi atwetft 
Infinitive mitweqat maty taf 


A verb with a#- having the adjutative meaning is probably atwdlada “‘breed, 
taise animals’’, originally “‘help to give birth”. 

From the verbs of the type dddga in the causative (see above), the forms with 
at- are: 


Petiect atédiqa, aterdda 
Imperfect yatidgal, yatirdal 
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Jussive yatédgi, yaterd 
Imperative atedgi, atéerdi 


The forms of da with the morpheme af#- are: 


Perfect atté¢a 
Imperfect yattical 
Jussive yattec 
Infinitive atte¢ 
Imperative miattéca 


Note the geminated ¢ if my recording is exact. For the geminated 74, see also 
attéwaqa “inform someone through someone else”’ (§ 45i). 


(k) Frequentative 

Type A: wiqaqata. 

Fom wata?a: i¢a¢a. This root has also a form a¢a¢a “‘hatch’’. 
Reciprocal 

Perfect: tawddadu or tawddaddadu. 
Causative of reciprocal 

Perfect: atwaddada. 


§ 38. Class agdda 


(a) This is a class of verbs beginning with a vowel and having two consonants. 
In the verbs of type A, the initial vowel is a, the form being agdda. In the verbs 
of type B, the initial vowel is @ the form being émdda (§38c). I did not record 
any verb of type C nor of type D in this verbal class. Concerning the lack of 
type C, one might attribute it to the fact that there is no initial @ in Harari, a 
vocalic initial that would be characteristic of type C. We saw, however, above 
in the verbs drdda and dddqa that an initial @ exists in Harari. 

(b) The verbs of this class go back to verbs with an original glottal stop ” 
ot ‘. Indeed, an initial ? or ‘ became vero in Harari and only the vowel of the 
original ? or * remained. It must be noted, however, that not all the Harari 
vetbs of this class have an etymological correspondence in the Ethiopic languages 
that possess the consonants ” or ‘, that is, Geez, Tigre, and Tigrinya, and it is, 
therefore, difficult to know whether the initial consonant of these verbs was ” or ‘. 

The glottal stop ” (representing both an original ? or ‘) appears occasionally 
in intervocalic position or medially before a vowel; thus, yagdal or yd agdal “he 
binds”, yitagddal or yitagddal “it is bound”’. 

(c) Type A. Verbs going back to an original initial ? are: amdna “‘tely on” 
(G. 49°! ?amnd “‘believe”), andsa “be less” (G. Yat na?asd, Te. na’asa, Amh. 
anndsa). 

Verbs going back to an original initial ‘: agdda “‘tie, bind” (G. 0%2 ‘agdda), 
aténa “perfume” (G. Omt ‘afand), atdga “set free” (G. Om# ‘atdqa). 

Verbs without any correspondence in Proto-Ethiopic: abdla “‘tefuse”’, asdla 
“climb, go up”’. 
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Type B. A verb going back to an initial °: émdra “command” (G. Aare 
ammira “indicate’’). 
A vetb going back to an original ‘: égaba “wait” (G. O&M ‘agaba “guard’’). 
Verbs having no correspondence in Proto-Ethiopic: égd/a “‘begin”’, émdda 
“tell”, ésdba “put in, bring in’’. 


Initial > and ‘ became zero in Amh. Gaf. and Gurage. In Ennemor, initial ? and ‘ became 
zero, but in intervocalic position these consonants appear as ?; thus, andsdé “be small”, but 
imperf. ya°anas. In Argobba, initial ? became vero or / according to the dialect; initial ‘ became 
4. For the other languages, see Gafat, p. 118. 


(d) The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem 

Type A Type B 
Perfect agdda émada 
Simple imperfect yagdt ot yaagdi yimas 
Compound imperfect yagdal §=or yaagdal yimdal 
Jussive yagéd yemat 
Imperative igad emai 
Infinitive miagad meémiad 


The relative pronoun with the perfect is either z7- (§ 7a) or z- with elision 
of its vowel before the initial vowel of the verb. The forms are: type A, x7-agdda 
ot vagdda; type B, zi-égdla or xégala. 

In intervocalic position in the imperfect, a glottal stop can appear (ydgdi or 
ya agdi) representing an initial ? or ‘. 

The vowel 4 of the prefix in the jussive also occurs in C. En. M. Go. and Masqan. In the 


other languages the vowel is a (see Gafat, p. 118). 
The vowel of the imperative is 7 (a) like in Gaf. S.W.Z. and Amharic. 


(e) Stem with 7é- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect —— tagiida or 1a°agdda ta? émira 
Simple imperfect yitdgddt =r iP agédi yitemiari 
Compound imperfect yitégidal or yiPagidal yitémdaral 
Jussive yatigid or yaPagad yatémir 
Imperative ta agdd td émar 
Infinitive matdgid ot méatPagdd matémar 


(f) Stem with a- 

The verbs with initial 2 do not have the stem with a- for the expression of 
the causative. Indeed, since these verbs begin with a, a vowel characteristic of 
the a- stem, there would be no formal distinction between the basic stem (agdda) 
and the a- stem, both having an initial a. The causative is, therefore, formed 
with the morpheme ai-. 
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(g) Stem with a#- 
The forms are: 


Perfect 

Simple imperfect 
Compound imperfect 
Jussive 

Imperative 

Infinitive 
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Type A 
atégdda 
yatigd 
yatigdal 
yatégdi 
até gat 
mitegid 


Type B 


atemdara 
yatimri 
yatimral 
yatemri 

atémri 

matemar 


The forms of type A and B in the a#- stem are the same (§ 33b, d). 


The vowel 4(/) after the prefix ydt- of the imperfect also occurs in Gaf. and Zway. 
The vowel é(e) of the jussive-imperative is found in Zway. 


(4) Frequentative 


Basic stem 

Type A Type B 
Pertect igdgida imamdada 
Imperfect yigagdal 
Jussive yagagdi 
Imperative igagdi 
Infinitive migagad 


Stem with 7é-. Type A: tagdgdda ot ta@igdgdda. Type B: t@imamdda (and pro- 
bably also tamaméada). 
Stem with at. Type A: atigagdda. Type B: atimaimdda. 


(7) Reciprocal stem 


Type A 
‘Pettect tdgagddu ot taagagddu or ta igagddu 
Imperfect yitigagidalu or it agagddalu 
Jussive yatigasddu ot yaPagagddu 


Type B: tamamaru or t@amdamaru or t@imamdaru. 


Causative of the reciprocal 


Type A Type B 
Perfect atigagdda atimamiara 
Imperfect yatigagdal 
Jussive jyatigagd 


§ 39. Class aka 


(2) This class contains triliteral verbs with the glottal stop ? as 2nd radical. 
The glottal stop goes back to an original ? or ‘ of Proto-Ethiopic: /a’aka “‘send”’, 
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G. Aan l@aka; t@ama “taste good”, G. ma” sa‘amd. This class has the types 
A. B, C, and D. 
(b) The triliteral form in this class can also be contracted into a biliteral verb 
resulting from the loss of the glottal stop and the contraction of the vowels. 
Thus, &a?aba “testify” also has the forms kaba and kéba. Whereas kaba can be 
explained through a phonetic development (ka’aba > *kaaba > kaba), the form 
kéba is more difficult to explain. It is possible that the type kéba comes from an 
original triliteral verb of the Proto-Ethiopic class *ka’abd, that is, the /absa class 
of the regular triliteral verbs. A form *ka’abd could perhaps become &éba through 
the loss of the glottal stop (ka’aba > Raaba) and the contraction of the vowels 
_-aa- into @ (*kaaba > Réba). It could also be that the form Aéba, a variant of the 
class /a?aka, arose by analogy with the class /éa (§ 47). 3 

The form &éba coincides in form and conjugation with méca, that is, type B 
of the class baka (§44f), and with /éta({§ 47). The root of the verb and the ety- 
mology help us in determining the right classification of the verb. 

It should be stated here that for the verbs /a’aka “‘send”’, and ra’ama “massage’’, 
I did not record the forms /@ka, réma, as I did for ka’aba, kaba, and kéba, and 
some others. However, for the frequentative of this class, I recorded “kaka, 
kibaba, both going back to a basic form */éka, kéba. It would seem that the form 
kéba became generalized for this verbal class, even for the verbs that go back 
to a Proto-Ethiopic type /a?aka, that is, the ndgdra class of the regular triliteral 
verbs. 


(c) To sum up, the Harari situation for the verbs with 2nd radical ? (going 
back to an original ? or ‘) would be as follows. 

A Geez /@akdé became in Harari /a’aka, also contracted into déaka. A Geez 
ta‘ond became in Harari féna (from /a‘ena > ta?ana > *toona > tena). Its triliteral 
form was also preserved as fa’ana that in its turn became contracted into sana 
(ta’ana > *taana > tana). The form féna was then taken over by verbs of the 
class /a’aka. 

Note, however, that not all the verbs of the type /2’and (¢a‘end) became féna, 
kéba, beside ta>ana, ka?aba; they kept instead the form kaba. This is true of wala 
“spend the day” going back to wa‘sd for which one would expect the form 
*wéla, a form that does not occur in Harari. 


(2) The verb géza “move from the house” presents a problem. Etymologically 
it is connected with G. 70H ga‘azd “move the camp’’, but its imperfect yzgdza/? 
and jussive ydgax seem to indicate that the verb goes back to a root gx? and 
it would then be type C of gy’: gaza’a > gaza. 


(e) Type A. Verbs going back to an original 2nd radical ’: /a’aka and /aka 
“send” (G. Nah /@ aka), ta-sd@ala “ask, pray” (G. NAN s2?0/d). 
Verbs going back to an original 2nd radical ‘: ta’ama and féma “taste good” 


1 Leslau, p. 440. 
2 Cohen, p. 308, gives the form yagagdl. 
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(G. m0? ¢é‘amaé and POa fa‘amd); ta’ana, tana, and téna “load” (G. 404 sa‘and 
and 01 sa‘and); wala “spend the day” (G. ®-0N wa‘a/d); and probably also 
ka?aba, kaba, and kéba “testify”, probably to be connected with the root R‘d 
“do something a second time > *repeat > testify’’. 

A verb without any correspondence in Geez is ra’ama, rama, réma “‘massage’’. 

For ria “‘see”’ connected with G. Cae ra’ayd, see § 48c. 

Type B: sé ada “distribute” (no correspondence in North Ethiopic). 

Type C: no verb was recorded. 

Type D: a-b0?dra “deepen” (root b’r “well, ditch’’). 

In all the South Ethiopic languages, with the exception of Harari, Argobba, and Ennemor, 
the triliteral verbs with an original 2nd radical laryngeal became biliterals of the class /akd. 

In Argobba, ? and ‘ became either zero or 4 according to the dialect; thus, fama and fahama 
“‘taste”’ (root #°m), Jaka and Jahaka “‘send’’ (root /°k). 

In Ennemor, ? and ‘ as 2nd radical are represented as °; thus, sa°ard “‘beg”’ (root s?/), sa°’amd 
“‘kiss”’ (root s‘v). The North Ethiopic languages of G. Te. and Tna. keep the original ? or ‘. 


(f) The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem 

Type A Type B 
Perfect ka?aba, kaba, kéba S@ ada 
Simple imperfect ytkib(z) yist?’ di, yistddi 
Compound imperfect yikibal yis? dal, yisiddal 
Jussive yakéeb yas di, yasédds 
Imperative ka?ab, kéb, kab SE-d, séddt 
Infinitive mak éba mase ad 


The conjugation of type A is the same as that of the class /éa (§ 47£). 
In type B, note the optional assimilation of the glottal stop to the following 
consonant; thus yisidi and yésiddi. 


(g) The conjugation of wala (root w/, with an initial w, see § 37) is as follows: 


Pertect wala 

Simple imperfect yu) 

Compound imperfect yulal, fer. talat} 

Jussive yawal 

Imperative waral (probably also wa/), fem. wa?ayi (§ 25b). 
Infinitive miwal 


For the prefix of the imperfect y#- in y#a/ contracted from yiwdlal, see §37c. 


(4) Stem with #é- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect taka’ aba, takaba, takéba tas® ada 
Simple imperfect yitkeb(t) ‘yisseadi, yitse adi 
Compound imperfect wyitkebal yisse adal 


1 Cerulli, p. 11, gives the complete conjugation of the imperfect. 


———eEeE -  - 
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Jussive yatkéeb yassPad 
Imperative takeb ‘tase ad 
Infinitive mitkéba masse ad 


(7) Stem with af- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect atka’ aba, atkaba, atkéba assé ada 
Simple imperfect yatkib(Z) ass? di, yassiddi 
Compound imperfect yatkibal yassi dal, yassiddal 
Jussive yatkeb yass® di, yasséddt 
Imperative atkeb ass’ dt, asseddt 
Infinitive mitkéba masse ad 


(j) Frequentative 
Type A: “kaka, kibaba 
Type B: s2a@ada 
§ 40. Class ndsa’a 


(2) This class contains triliteral verbs with the glottal stop as 3rd radical. 
The glottal stop goes back to an original ? or ‘ of Proto-Ethiopic: ndsa’a “take, 
catty”, Geez "A nasa; rdga’a “coagulate”, G. 270 rdg‘a. This class has types 
AB Gand D. 

(b) Occasionally the last two syllables can be contracted into one syllable 
resulting from the loss of the glottal stop: gara beside gdra’a “read”, hémaa 
beside éma “‘calumniate’’. 


(c) Type A. Verbs going back to an original ? are: gaba’a “return”, ! gdzaa 
“govern”, mdlaa “fill, fulfil’, ndka?a “touch” (Tna. ndk?e),? ndsa’a “carry, 
take”, gdtia’a “be jealous” (G. ®34 gana), géra’a and qdra “read” (Arabic 
loanword from gara’a), tafa’a “disappear”, fala’a “hate” (G. AAA sa?a or 
RA0 sal‘a), zdra’a “sow”. ® For wata’a “go out’, see § 37c. 

(7) Verbs going back to an original 3rd radical ‘ are: béla’a “‘eat”, kdda?a 
“abjure” (Tna. Add‘e), lifa’a “become weak, exhausted” (Ta. /éf*e), nafa’a 
“be useful” (from Arabic nafi‘a), gana?a “prosper” (Tna. gdn‘e), qdta’a ““punish’’, 
raga’a “be coagulated”, rasa’a “forget”, rata’a “win”, séma’a “hear, listen’, 
tiba’a beside sabi? asa “‘seal”. In a- stem only: andta?a and anita “‘be sick” (Tna. 
nit‘e “be wounded”’), awdza’a “perspire” (Ar. wadi‘a, Hebr. yexa‘ ““sweat’’). 

(e) A verb that occurs only in the biliteral form is baga “‘be enough” (G. Ne0 
biég*‘a); this verb is perhaps borrowed from Amharic. 

(f) In astem only without correspondence in Geez: a-rdda?a and a-rdda 
“announce the death” (Tna. rad’e). 

1 Cohen, p. 291, gives the “deponent’’ form gab?a. Possibly the whole class can have the 
“‘deponent”’ form as is the case with the class baézaha, bdzha (§ 43). 

2 The Tigre or Tigrinya correspondence is indicated only where there is no Geez equivalent. 


3 G. xara, rarely zaér‘a, but the other Semitic languages, such as Hebrew, Arabic and Syriac 
have gr‘. 
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(zg) Type B: béma?a and héma “calumniate” (see above). } 

Type C: qaba’a “anoint” (G. N14 gab’a), gdza “move from the house” (see 
§ 39d). 

Type D: géfa’a and géfa “push” (G. 164 gaf?a), gora’a “‘slaughter”, ? Rora’a 
“measure by cubit” (G. mCG0 k®arna‘ “cubit”’). In a- stem only: amdsa?a- and 
amosa- “be impossible’. 

In all the Ethiopic languages, with the exception of Harari and Ennemor, the triliteral verbs 
with an original 3rd radical laryngeal became biliterals of the class bé//a. 

In Ennemor, the verbs with an original 3rd radical ? or ‘ became either triliterals with the 
last radical ° (Rdn°a “‘defend”’, root k/?; bana “‘eat’’, root b/‘), or biliterals (nasa “carry”, root 
ns?; naka ““be coagulated”, root rg‘), or biliterals in the perfect, but triliterals in the other 
forms (gépa “‘enter”’, but imperfect yagadba). 

In Zway, the verbs with an original 3rd radical > have the form géba (with final -a) whereas 
the verbs with an original 3rd radical ‘ have the form 4/4 (with final 4). 

The North Ethiopic languages of Geez, Tigre, and Tigrinya keep the original ? or ‘. For 
more details, see Gafat, p. 121. 


(4) In the conjugation the glottal stop is most often omitted, especially in forms 
where there is no vowel between the 2nd radical and the glottal stop. This is true 
of the imperfect and in the jussive-imperative of types B, C, and D. The loss of 
the ? also occurs occasionally in other forms. The conjugation is as follows: 


Type A Type B Lype © Type D 


Perfect nisaa hemaa gaba’a La Aa 
Simple imperfect yinds(2) yihini2) yiqab(z) yigur(t) 
Compound imperfect yinasal ythimal yiqabal yighral 
Jussive yansa? yabem yaqab yagor 
Imperative nisa? bem gab gor 
Infinitive miansa? mabéma miagqaba? magora 


(7) In the perfect, the final ? can be assimilated to the following consonantal 
suffix. The forms are: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. bdédla’a 
Srd ems) bali? .orsbalati 
2nd masc. bdlaki or balakki® 
2nd fem. bddla?si or balasst 
Ist com. bdla@ku or balakku bala’na ot bdlanna 


bila’u 


bala’ku ot balakku 


(7) In the verb bala’a “eat”, and baga “be enough’’, the syllable -zba- (passing 


1 This root goes back to G. bmy, with last radical y. The Amh. amma ‘‘calumniate’’ has 
also the appearance of a root with an original 3rd radical laryngeal. 

* This root, most probably of Cushitic origin, also occurs in S.W. gora,"Z. gurd. The G. 
gvar‘ayad “strangle” is probably a denominative of gvar‘e “throat” as suggested by Dillmann, 
Lexicon linguae aethiopicae, col. 1157, and is not to be connected with the above-mentioned 
root of Cushitic and Harari, as suggested by Cerulli, p. 250. 

8 Cerulli, p. 102, gives the forms bdlapi, balasi, balabu, with a simple consonant. 
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through */bé-, -*ivd-) becomes contracted in ¢1 and the forms of the verbs are 


the following: 


Perfect 
Imperfect 
Jussive 
Imperative 
Infinitive 


bila’a* 

yolal for *yibalal 
yabla? 

bila’ 


mabla 


biqa 
yogal 


The perfect with the relative y- is xibdla’a or xola. For the contraction, see 


also baya (§ 45f). 
(&) Stem with ¢4- 


Perfect 

Simple imperfect 
Compound imperfect 
Jussive 

Imperative 

Infinitive 


Perfect 

Simple imperfect 
Compound imperfect 
Jussive 

Imperative 

Infinitive 


(/) Stem with a- 


Perfect 

Simple imperfect 
Compound imperfect 
Jussive 

Imperative 

Infinitive 


Type A 
tandsa’a 
yitndsa*(t) 
yitnasa al 
yatnasa° 
tandsa” 
matnasa 


Type C 
tagaba’a 
yitqav(t) 
yitqaba’al or yitqabal 
yGtgaba? or yatqab 
tagaba? ox tagab 
mitqaba’ 


Type A 
aragaa 
Jjyaragt 
yardgal * 
yar ga” 
arga> 
marga” 


Type B 
tahéma’a 
yithem(t) 
yithéma’al or yithémal 
yathéma? or yathém 
tihéma ot tihém 
mathéma? 


Type D 
tagora’a 
yitgora’(?) or yttgor 
yitgora@ al or yitgoral 


yalgora? = Or _yatgor 
tagora’ ot f¢dgor 
matgora” 


Other verbs with a- are: alafa’a “‘cause to be exhausted”, afdfa’a “cause to 
disappear”, awdza°a “perspire”, andta>a- (impersonal) “be sick”. 


1 The special mention made by Cerulli, p. 106, of a class of verbs with 1st radical b might 
give the impression as if these verbs had a special treatment, whereas Cerulli himself gives 
only the two above-mentioned verbs (ba/aa and baqa) as having ibé>¢. Indeed, all the other 
verbs beginning with b are treated normally. 

2 Cerulli, pp. 102, 103, gives a complete conjugation of this verb. 

8 For abdla°a (causative of bé/a?a), Cerulli, p. 121, gives the form yawald/ (see § 40)). 
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RA a eg Type A Type B... Type Gat aloe 
Perfect atnesa’a athéma’a atqaba’a atgora’a 
Simple imperfect _yatnis(2) yathim(Z) _yatqab(2) yatgur(2) 
Compound imperfect yatnisal yathimal yatqabal yatgiral 
Jussive yaines yathém yatqab yatgor 
Imperative atnes athém atqab atgor 
Infinitive matnesa mathema mitqaba mitgora 


(x) Frequentative 
Type A: nisasa’a. Type B: himama (ot bimdma’a). Type C: gibaba (or gibaba’a). 
Type D: gurara (ot gurara’a). 

Reciprocal 
Type A: tatala’u or tatlaila’u. Type B: tabamu or tabamau. 
Type C: tagabu or tagaba’u or tagbabarnu. 
Type D: tagraru or tagrara’u. 

Causative of reciprocal 
Type A: attala’a or attilila?a 
Type C: atgaba’a or atqibaba’a 
Type D: atgurara@’a 

§ 41. Class padaga 


(a) This class contains triliteral verbs with the laryngeal ) as 1st radical. — 
The laryngeal 4 goes back to an original 4 or 4 of Proto-Ethiopic: ? pardsa 


“plough”, G. mhéh hardsd; hadiga “abandon”, G. 4.21 hadagéa. 
This class has the types A, B, and C. 


(b) Type A. Verbs going back to an original 4 are: pabdta “swell”, hafaga 
“embrace” (G. mh’é. bagafa), hafésa “take a handful, gather”, fagama “cup” 
(Ar. agama), hakima “jadge”’, haliba “milk”, bardsa “plough”, hardra “be © 


burned, be in a rage”’. 


Verbs going back to an original / are: haddga “abandon”, hadara “‘spend the — 
night”, handga “‘strangle”’, hatdra “be short” (G. "Re hasara), hatdba “wash” — 


(G. "46 hadaba). 


A verb without any correspondent in North Ethiopic is: hatéfa “advise”. — 
(c) Type B. With 4 going back to Proto-Ethiopic 4: béma?a “calumniate” — 
(G. hare famaydé and hammdayd, that is, types A and B), bésdba “think” (G.— 
atin hasdba, type A), bétdra “make a fence” (G. 4R2 Jasdrad, type A), béwasa 


“mix, stir” (Ina. hawwasd, type B; G. Af ?a-hosad “move’’). 


With / going back to Proto-Ethiopic or Proto-Semitic f: bé/aga “count” (G. Pak : 
bvallig’d, type B); with the morpheme a#-: athébdra “ask” (from Ar. ¢stabbara). : 
1 This sound was not recorded either in Cohen or in Cerulli; instead, they recorded the © 


sound 4, I discussed elsewhere (RSE, 6 [1947], 135; AOS, 71 [1951], 213) the existence of the © 
sound / in Harari, with the exclusion of 4. For the verbs with 1st radical 4 (instead of /), see 


Cohen, p. 288, Cerulli, p. 100. 


The / goes probably also back to an original 4, but I did not find any example with an — 


initial / in Harari in connection with an original verb beginning with /. 
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Without any correspondence in Proto-Ethiopic: bégdna “replace’’, békafa “dig 
with a hoe’’,1 (perhaps Tna. bakaf bald ‘“‘make the noise of scratching”), békdla 
“adze” (probably Te. bakal “ax”, Tna. bak “handle of ax”), ? béldda “‘finish”’ ; 
with the morpheme 7é-: tabérdga “take counsel’. 

(d) Type C: hakaka “itch” (G. din bakdka), hasdsa “‘rub on the surface, grope”’ 
(Tna. hasdsad ““wipe, rub’’, related to G. hasdyd ‘“‘rub’’). 


The only languages that have a verbal class with initial 4 are Geez, Tigre, and Tigrinya. 
Note that in Te. and Tna., the laryngeal 4 represents the coalescence of / and , whereas in 
Geez, the two sounds are represented separately. In Argobba, an original 4, b, and # as first 
tadical are represented as 4. For the other Ethiopic languages, see Gafat, p. 118. 

Harari and Tigre are the only Ethiopic languages in which the verbs with initial ) have the 
type C. In Har. type C is bdkaka as against haddga of type A, whereas in Tigre, type C is habara 
as against sasba of type A.* As for Tigrinya and Geez, languages that also have verbs with 
initial 4, the vowel of the laryngeals is always a for an expected 4, and these languages do not 
have the vowel das against the vowel a. Consequently, there is no formal distinction in these 
languages between types A and C. 4 In Tigre, even though there is no vowel d@ in type C, the 
distinction is made through the different vocalic structure (fabdra as against hasba). 


(e) The conjugation is as follows: 


Type A Type B Lypere 
Perfect handqa hélaga bakdka 
Simple imperfect yabhangi yibilg: ybakkt 
Compound imperfect yabangal ® yibilgal ® yabakkal 
Jussive yabnag yabélgi yabakki 
Imperative bindg bélqi hakki 
Infinitive mabndag mabélig miahakak 


Note in the imperfect the vowel a of the prefix either because of the assimilation 
of the original z(§ 11a) to the vowel a following the / ( yabanqi instead of yibanqt), 
or because of the laryngeal ». The assimilation also occurs with the relative 
element 7- becoming za- in the perfect; thus, zihandqa “he who strangled”’ 
beside zahanaqa. 

The verb ékafa “dig with a hoe” shows the metathesis in the imperfect yihifkal 
beside yzbikfal. . 


(f) Stem with 7é- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect tahandgqa tahebara 
Imperfect yithandgal yithebaral 
Jussive yathanig yathebar 
Imperative tibanag tabebar 
Infinitive miathanaq mithébar 


1 Cerulli, p. 255, has hagafa. 

2 On the basis of a Te. Tna. root with # it is difficult to know whether Proto-Ethiopic 
had # or # in this root (see below). 

o9j-405,65 (1945),\ 15. 

4 Leslau, Documents Tigrigna, p. 100. 

5 Cerulli, p. 101, has yéhalbal beside yaharsal. 

§ I did not record an imperfect ihasbak (Cerulli ehasbap), tibasbak (Cerulli tibasbap), as 
given in Cerulli, p. 98, instead of afishak, tibishak). 
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(g) Stem with a@- 
I did not record any verb in the stem with a-. 


(4) Stem with af- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect athétara athébara 
Imperfect yathitral yathibral > 
Jussive yathetri yathebri 
Imperative athétri athébri 
Infinitive mathétar mathebar 


(7) Frequentative 
Basic stem. Type A: pibabdla “‘deceive” (G. dvfih’ habliya). Type B: hilalaga 
“count several things”’. 


Reciprocal 
Perfect taberdgu or tabrardgu “take counsel from one another” 
Imperfect jyithéragalu 
Jussive yatherdgu 
Imperative tabérdgu 
Causative of reciprocal 
Perfect athérdga or athirardga 
Imperfect yathirargal 
Jussive yathirardag 
Imperative athirarag 


§ 42. Class léhasa 


(2) This class contains triliteral verbs with the laryngeal ) as 2nd radical. The 
laryngeal / goes back to an original 4 or # of Proto-Ethiopic: /ébasa “lick”, 
G. AdN Libasa; rababa “be hungry”, G. G4 rahaba. * 

This class has types A, B, C, and D. 


(b) Type A. Verbs going back to an original 4 are: /ahasa “lick”, méabata 
“hit” (G. @®rh® mabasd and a04% mibasa). 

Verbs going back to an original / are: rababa ““be hungry” (G. C40 rahaba), % 
wibata “swallow” (G. ®4m wahatd and Ohm wabhata). 

Verbs without any correspondence in Geez: kahasa “compensate”, * /épada 
hold, icatch’-nahala. churn’’, 

(c) Type B. Verbs going back to an original are: ¢é@hara “rake, scratch” 


1 Cerulli, p. 123, recorded the form yathibri beside yatibri (without 4) for the simple imperfect. 

2 Jn the only instance of G. fahagaé and fabaqé “‘tan”, the Harari verb fabaga corresponds 
perhaps to G. 4, but the original root is most probably fhq, and fhq is a variant. For Har. /éga 
going back to /hg, see § 47c. 

3 Cohen, p. 295, gives the verb as rehaba (that is, rébaba). 

4 The Tna. kéhasd and Te. kébasa do not furnish any proof for the nature of the 2nd radical 
since the # of Te. and Tna. represents the coalescence of 4 and §. 
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(G. Anz sahara), fehama “be ted hot’, féebaga “tan” (G. éch? fabagd and UP 
fabagé, see p. 50, n. 2), léhama “be soft, smooth”, /éhata “‘bark a tree’, réhasa 
“be wet”, sébaqa “laugh”, ¢éhana “‘be fine (flour)’”’. 

Verbs without any correspondence in Geez: géhata “nibble’’, ! séhata “‘insert’’, 
véhaba “drag” (tazébaba “crawl”, probably in connection with G. AdhN sababa 
“drag’”’); with the morpheme a-: a-méhasa “become worse’’. 

(2) Type C. With the morpheme /4-: tagdbama “become ted hot, be very 
hungry”, 7é/abada “burn” (intransitive); see above, /éhada “‘seize’’. 

(e) Type D: rébaga “be far” (G. Cch# rahaqga); with the morpheme /4-: tagdbara 
Bectrhoarse.. 


The only languages that have a verbal class with medial 4 are Geez, Tigre, and Tigrinya. 
Note that in Te. and Tna. the laryngeal 4 represents the coalescence of 4 and #, whereas in 
Geez the two sounds are represented separately. In Argobba, an original medial / is represented 
as 4 ot zero (aga and léhaga “‘grow’’, root /hg); an original 4 or # is represented as 4 (rahaqa 
“‘be far’, root rhq; dahata “‘slide’’, root db). In the other South Ethiopic languages the triliteral 
vetbs with an original 2nd laryngeal became biliterals. For more details, see Gafat, p. 130. 


(f) The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem 
Type A Type B Type D 
Perfect lahasa téhana robaqa 
Simple imperfect yilabsi yitibni yirubgi 
Compound imperfect yilibsal yitihnal yirtibgal 
Jussive yalhas yatébni yarohqi or yarhag 
Imperative lihas Lehn robqi or rabaq 
Infinitive malhas matehan miarohaq ot médrhag 
(g) Stem with 74- 
Type A Type B iPype.e 
Perfect tilahada taféhaga talahada 
Simple imperfect yitlahadi) yitfébaq(??) _yttlahad(z) 
Compound imperfect’ yitlahadal = yitféhagal ~——_yitlabadal 
Jussive yatlabad yatféhaq yatlahad 
Imperative tilahad taféhag tilahad 
Infinitive miatlahad matfépaq mitlahad 
(4) Stem with a- 
Type B 
Perfect aréhasa “wet”, atébana “grind”, améhasa “become 
worse” 
Simple imperfect yarihsi 
Compound imperfect yarihsal 


1 


furnish any proof for the nature of the 2nd radical. 


Tigre has ght, but since Te. / represents the coalescence of # and #, the Te. root cannot 
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Jussive yarébsi 
Imperative aréhst 
Infinitive mar éhas 
(7) Stem with az- Type A TypeB Tipe D 
Perfect atléhada atgébhata atrohaqa 
Imperfect yatlibdal yatgihtal 
Jussive yatléha yatgehti 
Imperative atléehdt atgéehts 
Infinitive mitléhad miitgébat 
(7) Frequentative 
Type A: “babasa; type B: c&habara 
Reciprocal 
Peértect taimbabatu “hit one another’’, takahalu “‘be reconciled”’ 
Imperfect yitmababatalu 
Jussive yatmababhatu 


Causative of reciprocal 
Type A: atmabata ot atmibabata 
Type B: attabara 


§ 43. Class bazdba, bazha 


(2) This class contains triliteral verbs ending in 4. The laryngeal 4 goes back 
to an original 4, 4, or 4 of Proto-Ethiopic. The syllabic structure of this class 
is bazadba (bazaha) or baba. 

This class has types A, B, C, and D. 

The syllabic structure baézha also occurs in Geez for this class, as against the two classes 
ndgéraé and J/absé for the regular triliteral verb. Tigrinya, which has the syllabic structure of 
sabard for all the triliterals, uses the form sdém‘e for the verbs with the last radical laryngeal. 

(b) Type A. Verbs going back to an original / are: faliba “boil”, qddaba 
“draw water’, kdliba “shout”,1 fatdéha “loosen, unload”, gamdba “‘chew the 
narcotic plant Cat” 2, sababa “be fat (animal), sababa ‘“‘skin’’. 

es going back to an original / are: baliba “be sharp”, bazaba “be nume- 
rous”’, faraba “call” (G. &G4 sarba). 

A ae with / going back to an original 4 is nagaba “be meee (G. 180 Pe 

Verbs that have no correspondent in Geez are: dalaba “ ’, malaba “‘chose’’, 
siliba “dance”, xagdba ““be wide’’.® 

1 Cohen, p. 291, mentions two examples of the “deponent” type taken from Mondon- 
Vidailhet: ndtha (nétha) “‘make white” and kédlha (kalba) “‘shout’’. The statement gives the 
impression as if this type were independent from the type baézaha, whereas according to my 
investigation the type béxfa is a variant of baézaha. Thus ké/ha is a variant of kalaha. 

2 The form gammaha, with geminated m, given by Cohen, p. 292, is undoubtedly misheard 
for qgadmaha, since Harari has no verbs with the 2nd radical geminated. 


3 Tna. zargahe “be wide’ does not furnish any proof for the nature of the last radical since 
Tna. / represents the coalescence of / and 9. 


Special Verbal Classes | 53 


_ (¢) Type B: géraba “guard, tend”, 1 tagéraba “take care, be careful’, ta/éqaha 
“borrow” (G. APd laggeha), alégaha “\end’’. 
(d@) Type C: ragaba “‘outweigh” (from Ar. ragaha); with the morpheme a-: 
afaraba “satisfy, make happy” (probably from Ar. fariba “be happy’’); with the 
morpheme af-: atbadaba “mix two liquids in two different cups”’, addaliba “throw 
stones repeatedly”. 

(e) Type D: fordba “‘search everywhere’. 


The only languages that have a verbal class with final 4 are Geez, Tigre, and Tigrinya. 
Note that in Te. and Tna. the laryngeal / represents the coalescence of 4 and J, whereas in 
Geez the two sounds are represented separately. In Argobba, an original 4, 4, and # are repre- 
sented as 4 (bézzdha “‘be numerous’’, G. bz}). In all the other South Ethiopic languages, the 
final laryngeals became zero so that the triliteral verbs with an original 3rd radical laryngeal 
became biliterals. For more details, see Gafat, p. 121. 


(f) The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem 
Type A Type B 

Perfect niqaha geraba 
Simple imperfect ying hi yigir hi 
~Compound imperfect ying hal yigirhal 

Jussive yangah yagerbi, yagebri 

Imperative nigab ger hi 

Infinitive mangab magerah 


The perfect of the bazaba-class is inflected regularly, without assimilation 
of the / to the consonantal suffix. Thus, sg. 3rd masc. malaba, fem. malahti, 2nd 
masc. mdlahki, fem. mdlabsi, 1st com. mdlahku, and so on. ? 

In the cases in which the final / is in contact with the preceding consonant 
one encounters metathesis occasionally. Thus, from zdgdba: imperfect yizabhgal 
instead of yixdgha/; from qadmaiba: imperf. yigahmal instead of yigdémbal; from 
gerapa: jussive ydgéhri beside and instead of yagérbi. 


(g) Stem with /é- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect tafataba tagéraha 
Simple imperfect yitfatab(2) yitgerah(2) 
Compound imperfect yitfatahal yitgerahal 
Jussive yatfatah yatgerah 
Imperative tafatab tagérab 
Infinitive mitfatah mitgerab 


* Cerulli, p. 102, gives the form qéhara (that is, géhara), that is probably derived back 
from the jussive yagébri, a metathesis of the root grb. 

* This is in disagreement with Cerulli, p. 104, who gives the following forms: sg. 3rd 
masc. malaha, fem. malahti, 2nd masc. malabi, fem. malasi, 1st com. malabu, and so on, that is, 
with the disappearance of the last radical. 
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(4) Stem with a- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect abilaha aléqaba 
Simple imperfect abil hi yalighi 
Compound imperfect yabialbal yalighal 
Jussive yablab yaléhqi (metathesis) 
Imperative ablah aléhqi 
Infinitive miblah malé hag 


Other verbs of type A with the a- morpheme are: abdzaba “augment”, andgqaba 
“wake up”, asababa “‘fatten’’. 


(7) Stem with a#- 


Type A Type B 
Perfect atqedaha atléqaha 
Simple imperfect yatqidbi yatlighi 
Compound imperfect yatgidbal yatlighal 
Jussive yatgedhi yatleghi 
Imperative atgedhi atleghi 
Infinitive matgédah matlégah 


(/) Frequentative 
Type A. Perfect gididaba; imperfect yiqdabdal (with metathesis), jussive 
yagdabdi. 

Reciprocal 

Type A: tangagabu or tanaqabu “they woke each other”. 

Type B: talgagabu or talagabu “they borrowed from each other’. 
Causative of the reciprocal 

Type A: atniqagaha ot atnaqaha. 

Type B: athgqaqaha ot atlaqaba. 


BILITERALS 


The biliterals originate from triliterals with w or y as 3nd or 2rd radical. The 
classes of the biliterals are: baka, sata (§ 44), Rana (§ 45), mota (§ 46), léta (§ 47), 
and diga (§ 48). 
§ 44. Class baka, sata 

(2) This class contains biliterals originating from triliterals with the last 
radical w or y. If the 2nd radical is a dental or sibilant it is palatalized because 
of the final y. Unfortunately, a definite etymology cannot be established for all 
the verbs. This makes it difficult to determine whether the last radical was ori- 
ginally w or y. 4 


1 This class is to be separated from verbs such as qdra “read”, baqa “be enough”, a-ndta 
“‘be sick”, a-rdéda “announce the death” that originate from triliterals with the last radical 
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This class has types A, B, C, and D. 


(6) Type A. Verbs originating from triliterals with last radical w: qa/a “roast, 
fry” (G. baw galind), sata “give” (G. Thm® té-sdtéwa “receive’’), taba “suck” 
(G. mn@ fsabind). 

— Verbs originating from triliterals with last radical _y: baka “cry, weep” (G. Mn 
| bakiya), kira “dig” (G. née kardyd), qéra “delay, stay out, remain behind” 
(Tina. gardya), safa “sew” (G. Tna. N68 safaya). 

Verbs with the 2nd radical palatalized: faga “‘destroy, accomplish” (G. 6..2¢ 
fadiya), misa “become evening” (G. GPAE masya), nd¢a “pluck out (grass), reap” 
(G. 188 ndsdyd), sata “drink” (G. AT’ satya). The verb faca “grind” seems to 
go back to G. é.2%h fasha. 

With the morpheme a-: agdfa “find”, if we accept the comparison with G. 
UE gdandya ““bend’’. 4 

(¢) Verbs of Cushitic origin for which no North Ethiopic correspondent 
can be found: 

gata “throw away” (Som. gan); ? 

kasa “desire” (probably from Kambatta hasso, Qabenna basso); 

tifa “be satiated” (Selti, Wolani fofe, Caha ¢afd-m, probably from Kambatta 
dubbo, Qabenna dibbo’). 


(7) Verbs with initial 4: hafa “long for” (from Galla hafu “await’’); 

haga “pierce, hit’? (Argobba aga, Selti, Wolane age, perhaps in connection 
with Amh. wdgga, G. 92h wag’a); 

hasa “rab” (G. dhe hasaya); 

hbawa “recover, heal” (G. h2O haywa “live”, Te. haya “be well’’). 

With the morpheme /4-: tabaca “feel pain’. 

(e) A special case is fara “‘fear’’. The Geez prototype is 4.cU farha, with final A. 
As we have seen above ({ 43), the verbs with original last radical 4 keep their 
triliteral form, and the Harari verb should then be *fardba. It seems, therefore, 
that Har. fara goes back to *fry, as is also true of Selti, Wolane fare, and Zway 
fari. See also below, for bara. 


(f/f) Type B. The form of type B of this class is wéa, a structure that resembles 
that of type A of the class /éfa. Unfortunately, I do not remember whether I 
inquired about the conjugation of all the verbs having the form mé¢a, Jéta. 
From the few verbs that I did record, it would seem that the conjugation is the 
same. It is, therefore, difficult to know whether a given verb belongs to type 
B of the class baka (that is, méa) or to type A of the class /éta. The existence and 
the form of the same verb in the other Ethiopic languages help us in the elucid- 
ation of the problem. A verb for which no etymology could be established 
> ot ‘. These triliterals became biliterals by contraction; thus, gdra “tread”? beside géra?a; 
baqa “‘be enough” is connected with G. bdqv‘a; andta “be sick” beside andta?a, and so on; 
see § 40b, d. 


7 Prectorius, p./. 
2 Cerulli, p. 249. 
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was classified as belonging to méa (type B of baka) or /éfa according to the 
nature of the last consonant. Thus, for instance, a-qgésa “despise” is undoubtedly 
a type B of baka (coming from *gsy) because of the prepalatal « whereas gésa 
“implore” is a /é/a type (that is, coming from *gys) because of the nonpalatal 
quality of the last consonant. 

On the basis of these considerations the following verbs can be included in 
the méa type: 

hega “observe, spy” (Argobba hanga, Gafat aggd, root bry); 

meta “wash cloth” (also of type B in Gurage: Caha me¢d-m, Selti, Wolane 
mece, Lway mitt; of Cushitic origin: Kambatta me¢ce?, abenna mec¢i-yo?); 

qeta “go to the field”, agééa “lead to the field” (probably from *¢sy). 

With the morpheme /4-: tdméca “‘be suitable, suit” (Amh. tamdtta, Selti ta-mece, 
Argobba ammecta, of type B). 

With the morpheme a-: afé¢a “whistle” (Tna. G. 428 fasaya); 

aséta “accompany” (Amh. asaind, of type B 2%, from G. sy); 3 

aqésa “despise” (from Galla gziz). 


(g) Type C. The form is faa. It coincides in the perfect with some verbs of 
the class kana (§ 45), and with the verbs of the class /a’aka having the variant 
lika (§ 39), but the etymology and the conjugation indicate that these classes 
are to be separated, and the verbs of the form faca go back to triliterals with the 
last radical y. The form /a¢a is thus type C of the class baka. 4 

The verbs of this type are: 

ita “seek, desire” (Zway faci, of Cushitic origin); ® 

laya “‘separate” (Amharic /éyyd, of type B; Selti, Wolane /ae, of type C, from 
lyy; Geez Ne /elaya, from *hly); 

maia “sweep, tub, erase” ® (Chaha mvasd-m, Ennemor, Gyeto mvasd, ‘Tna. 
masiwa “caress, massage’); 

maga “be better’, amaga ““vanquish’’; 

ana “dawn” (Argobba za#na, Muher, Gogot, Aymellel zavid-m, all of type 
C; from Cushitic: Qabenna za#ztyo’).? 

With the morpheme Za-: 

timaga “make a step” (denominative from ma ‘daw “the other side’”’, from the 
root. ‘dy “cross’’); 

tdgacu “collide”, reciprocal (Amh. /dégaccu, probably a denominative from 
Gin lf ear’ face’. the verb would thus mean pe mice tO1dce.): 


ap EPPactonitiss D1; eboesiats aaj Or. 1 oO. 
4M. Cohen, Nouvelles études d’éthiopien méridional, p. 185. 
3 I. Guidi, Vocabolario amarico-italiano, col. 222. 
4 Cerulli, p. 111, did not recognize the type C structure of this class. He placed together 
¢a and wala for which see here § 39g. 
& Cerullip..246; 
6 This verb is given with different forms in Cohen, p. 294. 
7 The verb rdga “be old” given as belonging to type C (Leslau, Mél/anges de I Université 
St. Joseph, vol. 21. fasc. 2, p. 77) proves to be an error. This form is the adjective rdga “‘old”’, 
the verb “‘be old” being expressed by raga kana. 
8 Geez tagds(s)awa “be represented”’. 
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tiwaka “swim” (Masqan wakk'd, Selti, Wolane wace, from Cushitic: Gudella 
_wata-kko, Kambatta wacte?). 
With the morpheme a-: agdtia “be ashamed” (from Galla gavaz). 


(h) The verb bara “clear up (weather) presents a problem. It goes back 
etymologically to brh, which should be represented as *bardba (§ 43), or baraha 
if it were of type C. It, therefore, seems that bara is a type C going back to a root 
brw, bry, as is true in Selti a-bare, Wolane bare, from bry. See above for fara (§ 44e). 

For the verbs 4sa, dia, see § 45g, h. 


(4) Type D. The form is gé¢a. It coincides in form and conjugation with the 
class méta (§ 46), but the etymology and the prepalatal quality of the last consonant 
indicate that the form qgé¢a goes back to triliterals with the last radical_y. The 
_ form gé¢a is thus type D of baka. 
The verbs of this class are: 
gota “cut, decide” (S.W. goge, Z. quéi, going back to q¢y, gsy, cp. Hebrew, 
| Aramaic gsy “cut’’); 

fotia “exceed” (the S. tome, Z. fui, with final -e, -7 indicate a verb fuy > ti 
even though it is tempting to connect it with G. su‘ “be strong’’); 

sota and soca “smell” (S.W. sonce, Z. sunci, with inserted 7; the final -a, -7 indicate 
an original root *s¢y even though the other languages have different roots: C. 
Sata-m, E. satta-m, M. sawdatta-m, with final -a, seem to go back to a root with 
an original last radical laryngeal; Amh. has satzata); 

roga “‘steal’’ ending in a final prepalatal most probably belongs to the type 
mota (\ 46) because of the etymological connection with G. C2 roda “invade, 
make an incursion”, but see p. 62. 

With the morpheme a-: agésa ‘“‘knead” (from Cushitic: Galla gosa ‘coarse 
dough”, Qabenna gussi-yo’ ‘‘knead’’). 

All the South Ethiopic languages have the class baka, sata, for the verbs with an original 
last radical w or y. The 2nd consonant is simple in Harari as is the case in Selti, Wolane, and Zway 


except for the final vowel -e in Selti, Wolane (mdase), and -i in Zway (bac7). In the other languages 
the 2nd consonant is geminated. For more details, see Gafat, p. 121. 


(j) The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem 

Type A Type B Type C Type D 
Perfect bika mea masa gota 
Simple imperfect yibak(Z) yimic(2) yimas(t) yuquc(t) 
Compound imperfect yibakal + yimical yimasal yugqucal 
Jussive yabki yamec yamas yaqor 
Imperative bik mee mas gor 
Infinitive mibka mameta mamasa migoca 
Passive participle gun bug fue que 


1 The imperfect of séca “‘drink” is given by Cerulli, p. 115, as isay-s-a/ ““while he drinks’’, 
for isac-s-a]; the imperfect of kata “desire” is given as yikay-zdl “he who desires’’, for vikas-zal 


(p. 116). 
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The syllabic structure of the imperfect yi-bak and of the imperative bik is the same in all 
the South Ethiopic languages. 


The verb sda is conjugated as follows: perfect sda, imperfect yista/, jussive 
jasti, imperative sé, infinitive masta}, 

The conjugation of the verbs with initial 4 is as follows: perfect Jawa, imperf. 
Jahawal, juss. yabwi, imper. hiw, inf. mabwa. For the vowel a of the prefix in 
the imperfect and jussive, see § 41e. 


(Rk) Stem with #é- 


Eye Type B Type C Type D 
Perfect tagdna, tabaga timéeta tifata taqo¢va 
Imperfect yitgdnal, yithagal  —_yitmétal yitfacal yitqgocal 
Jussive yatgan, yathag yatmer yatfac yatgoe 
Imperative tigin, tabag tdmec tafa¢ tago¢ 
(7) Stem with a- 
Type A Type B Type Type D 
Perfect atafa aqgéta amaga aqosa 
Imperfect yatafal yagqi¢al yamagal yaqusal 
Jussive vat yagec yamag yaqgos 
Imperative ath aqgec amag aqos 
Infinitive mitfa miagéva mamiaga magosa 
(m) Stem with at- 
Type A Type B Type C Type D 
Perfect atqera athega atliya, atléya atqo¢a 
Imperfect yatgiral yathigal yatlayal yatquial 
Jussive yatger yatheg  yaitlay yatgo¢ 
Imperative atqéer athéeg atlay atqo¢ 
Infinitive miatqer mithéga  miatlaya miatgoca 
(2) Frequentative 
Basic stem a- stem 
Type A A ype.G Type D Type A 
Perfect jwara liyaya sucata afrara 
Imperfect yifraral “sniff” yafraral 
Jussive yafrar yafrar 
Imperative jar afrar 
Infinitive mifrara 
Reciprocal 


Perfect: ¢dsdta or tastata “give one another”; tabdgu or tahgagu “they hit one 
another’. 


1 For the complete conjugation of all the tenses, see Cerulli, pp. 110, 111. 
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_ Causative of reciprocal 
Perfect: atsdfa or atsitafa; athdga ot athigaga. 


§ 45. Class kana 


(2) This class contains biliteral verbs with the vowel d@ after the 1st radical. 
It is to be distinguished from the type faa, that is, type C of the class baka (§ 44g), 
and from /dka, that is, the variant form of /a’aka (§ 39c). 
The Harari verbs having the form &dna are placed here together for the sake 
of convenience even though their conjugation and their common origin are not 
the same. 

The verbs of this class belong to one type only. 


(b) The verbs are: Rana “‘be, become”’, nara “become”’, bara “go”, baya “say” ; 
with vocalic initials: aa “do, make”, dia “do”, aga “‘know’’. Many of these 
verbs have the form *ond in the other Ethiopic languages, a form that exists 
also in Harari (§ 46). 


(c) The conjugation of kana is as follows: } 


Perfect kana 

Simple imperfect yukin(t) 
Compound imperfect yukinal 
Jussive yakni 
Imperative kin 

Infinitive makna, makona 


The only language that has a vowel a after the 1st radical in this verb is Zway; its form is band. In 
the other languages the form is hand or kona: Go. udnd-m, C.E. Gt. kara(m), En. kara, Ms. 
Ed. hand, G. Tna. kond, Te. in ?i-kon (negation), Amh. S.W. hond, Arg. hona, A. kond(m), hond(m). 


(7) The conjugation of zara “become” is as follows: 2 


Perfect nara 
Imperfect yinabral 
Jussive ' _-yanbdar 
Infinitive manbar 


This verb is used in Amh. nord; C. E. Gt. nara, S. nar(a), Z. naro. It is to be derived from 
the root nbr> *nwr> nord. The root nbr is used in nearly all the Ethiopic languages and is 
preserved in the Harari forms other than the perfect. 


(e) The verb para “go” is conjugated as follows: 


Perfect hara 
Imperfect yubiral 
Jussive yabri 
Imperative har 

Infinitive mabra, mabora 


1 For the complete conjugation, see Cerulli, p. 108. 
2 For the complete conjugation in the perfect and imperfect, see Cerulli, p. 129. 
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The root is represented in G. (perf. 4 ord, imperf. yahawwor, juss. yahor and yabur, imper. 
hor and hur), Tna. hora, Gaf. (ahora, C. E. M. wéra(m), En. ward, Gt. Grd. 


(f) The conjugation of baya “‘say’’ is as follows: 


Singular Plural 

Perlect 3rd masc. bddya 
Srdvren. bati 

2nd masc. bdaki 

2nd fem. basi 

Tst’ com. /bae# bana 


bayu 


baku 


The d is eliminated when bdya is preceded by the negative a/ or by the relative 
element 7; thus, a/ayam “‘he did not say”, zdya “he who said”. 


Imperfect Sg. 3rd masc. yéla/ (for_yabalal), 3rd fem. si/at, and so on 
Jussive yal (for yabal) 

Imperative bal 

Infinitive baytt or mala 


For the usage of baya in the compound descriptive verbs, see § 51. 


The root of baya is bh: G. MUN beheld, Tna. bala, Te. bela, Amh. ald, Arg. ala, C. E. En. Gt. 
Ed. Ms. bard(m), M. bed(m), Go. bea(m), A. S.W.Z. bala(m). 


(g) The verb asa “do, make” ! is conjugated as follows: 


Basic stem at- stem 
Perfect asa, fem. ast attésa 
Simple imperfect yas yattist 
Compound imperfect yasal yattisal 
Jussive yas yattes 
Imperative us attes 
Infinitive mosa mittésa 


For the usage of dia in the compound descriptive verbs, see § 51. 


The form attaia serves for the expression of reciprocity in the compound 
verbs (see § 51d). 


Cerulli ? gives this verb in the form asa (not aa). For the @ of the imperative a (Cerulli 
us) he refers to the u of ara’a “show” (uran “‘show me’’), but there seems to be no connection 
between these verbal forms as far as the vowel @ is concerned. The vowel # could perhaps 
indicate a semivowel w in the root (see most of the verbs of the class Adana). 

The root also occurs in S. ase. Cerulli*® rightly suggests a Sidamo origin: Kambatta asse?, 
Sidamo assi. There could, however, be a relationship between the Ethiopic-Cushitic verb 


and the Semitic (Hebrew ‘asa) as suggested by Littmann and taken up by Leslau, p. 554. 
1 This verb has no gemination, as opposed to Cohen, p. 308. Cohen, sbid., cites the verb 
with an initial a, not d. 
emeladnar. D..1 20. 
® UElarar, DoT. 
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To judge from the S. ase the last radical seems to be an original y, the root being * Psy 
(? = ? or 5). As for the long @ of Har. aa it could be an indication of a type C of Psy. We 
saw, however, that the verbs of the class agdda, that is, verbs beginning with a vowel going 
back to > or ‘ have no type C (§ 38a). On the other hand, the conjugation of aa reminds one 
of drdda coming from *awdrdda (§ 37h). Indeed, the imperfect ydasa/ is like yardal, the jussive 
yas is like yard(i), and the infinitive mdsa is like mordd. It would then seem that dfa comes from 
*gwasa<awasaya, of the root wsy. We would have to know mote about Sidamo asse?, assi in 
order to determine the root of the verb, since Sidamo seems to be the origin of the Harari 
and Selti verbs dsa, ase. 


(>) A verb that has the appearance of asa “make” is da “make” (also S. 
ate, WW. ante), but I did not record the conjugation of this verb. As is the case 
of asa, the last radical of ava seems to be an original y (see above). 


(@) The conjugation of aga “know” is as follows: } 


Basic stem td- stem at- stem 
Perfect aqa ta aqa atéwaqa 
Simple imperfect : yug(t) yit?ag(t) yatimgi 
Compound imperfect yugqal yitagal, yitawagal yatingal 
Jussive ug yat?ag yatewgqi 
Imperative aq ta°aq, tatawaq atéwqt 
Infinitive moqga mitawaq mitewag 


For this verb I also recorded a factitive attéwdqa “inform someone through 
someone’. Its forms are: 


Perfect attéwdqa 
Imperfect yattiwgal 
Jussive yattewgi 

Imperative attemqt 


Since this is the only recorded factitive form it would require supplementary 
information. For the geminated ¢ in the morpheme afte-, cp. atté¢a (§ 37}). 

The relative imperfect of the basic stem_yaqzdi/, lit. “he who knows” also has 
the meaning of the adjective “‘intelligent’’ ({ 17b). 


The verb also occurs in G. PP ‘ogé and in Amh. awwdaqa. Cerulli? derives this root from 
Cushitic: Qara af ““know’’, Somali og 3. 


§ 46. Class mota 


(a) This class contains biliteral verbs with the vowel 6 after the 1st radical. 
It coincides in form and conjugation with the form gé¢a, that is, type D of the 
class baka (§ 441). Occasionally some verbs of type D of the class ndsa’a have 
this form (§ 40g); thus, géfa “push”, beside gdfa’a; amoisa “‘be unable’, beside 

1 Cerulli, p. 125, gives a complete conjugation of dga and atéwaga (Cerulli atiewoga) in the 
perfect and imperfect. 


2 Harar, p. 234. 
8 For Sidamo I recorded dgdnni “know” instead of ag given by Cerulli, p. 234. 
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amosa’a. The etymology helps us in determining the right classification of the 
verbs. 
This class has only one type. 


(b) The verbs of this class are: b0?a “come”, moha “‘be melted”’, maga “be hot”, 
mota “die”, rota “run”, soma “appoint’’, tora “‘carry”. For soca, ses p. 57. 

The verb réga “steal” probably also belongs to this class even though it ends 
in a prepalatal g. The prepalatal quality of the last consonant would indicate a 
triliteral root with an original last radical y (*rdy), but the comparison with 
G. C& rodé “invade, make an incursion” (see p. 57) seems to prove that raga 
belongs to the class méta.'The prepalatal would then be a secondary formation. 

With the morpheme /4-: 440’ a “‘be spilled”. 

With the morpheme a-: aré?a “prepare the fresh gourd for its being used 
(either through rinsing with water or through cleaning with pebbles)”, asdra 
“serve food”, azd/a and azéra “winnow’’. 


The class méta (motd) is used in all the Ethiopic languages. 


(c) The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem td- stem 
Perfect tora tasdma 
Simple imperfect yutur(Z) yistom(Z), yittor(z), and yzttdwar(2) 
Compound imperfect yutural yissomal, yittdwaral 
Jussive yator yassom 
Imperative tor tasom 
Infinitive matora + MaSSOM 

a- stem at- stem 

Perfect amota atmota, attora, attéwdra 
Simple imperfect yamut(t) yatmut(i), yattiwri 
Compound imperfect yamutal yatmutal, yattiwral 
Jussive yamot yatmot, yattewri 
Imperative amot atmot, attéwri 
Infinitive mambta § wmitmota, mattéewar 


In the basic stem, Harari seems to be the only Ethiopic language that has the imperfect 
yutiral (with the vowel 4 after the 1st radical), and the jussive ydtor (with the vowel 6 after 
the 1st radical). Geez occasionally uses the vowel o with the jussive, as in_yahor “may he go” 
beside yahur, yasor ““may he carry’’ beside yasur. The imperfect is yasdwwer. * 

Muher has the jussive yétum (with u) from fomd “‘fast’’, but ydro¢ (with 0) from drodta-m 
“run’’; the imperfect is yatomu, yerotu (with 0). 

Zway has the imperfect yamuqal (with u, like Harari) from muqdé, but the jussive is yamuqu 
(also with x). 


(¢7) Frequentative 
Basic stem td- stem at- stem 
Perfect rutata tdgq¢ata atquidta 


1 For the infinitive Cerulli, p. 107, gives also the form mamot beside maréfa. 
2 A. Dillmann, Ethiopic Grammar, p. 182. 
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Imperfect yurtatal yitqucacal yatqueacal 
_ Jussive yartat yatqucac yatqueac 
Imperative rutat tageae atquéa¢ 
Infinitive martata mitqueaca 
Reciprocal 


Perfect: tardgu “they stole one another” or targagu. 
Causative of reciprocal 
Perfect: atrdga ot atrigaga or atriégaga. 


§ 47. Class léta 


(2) This class contains biliteral verbs with the vowel é after the 1st radical: 
Jéta. It coincides in form and conjugation with the form éba, that is, the variant 
form of the class /a’aka (§ 39b); + with the form /éma, that is, the variant form 
of type B of the class ndsa’a (§ 40g); and with méca, that is, type B of the class 
_ baka (§ 44f£ ).2 The existence and the form of the same verb in the other Ethiopic 
languages help us in the correct classification of the verbs. Concerning the 
vetbs for which no etymology could be established, I applied the principle used 
for the form méa, namely, the quality of the last consonant (§ 44b). Thus, a 
vetb with a prepalatal as last consonant was classified as belonging to mé¢a, that 
is, a class with an original last radical y, whereas a verb with a nonprepalatal 
last consonant was classified as belonging to the class /é/a, unless the etymology 
warranted a different classification. This is true of Réga “trample” with a prepalatal 
as last consonant. Without considering its etymology one would be inclined to 
consider it as the type méca, but since the verb is undoubtedly to be connected 
with G. m2 kedd “stamp” (Amh. edd “‘go’’), it belongs to the class /éta. The 
prepalatal g still requires an explanation. 

This class has only one type. 


(b) On the basis of these considerations, the following verbs can be included 
in the class /efa: 

¢ega “smell bad” (S.W. ¢egd; a verb with an original last radical y of type B * 
would have the form ¢ege in S.W.); 

gésa “implore” (without Semitic etymology; from Galla gesa “‘recitation’’); 

béka “chew” (G. avn beka); 

kéga “trample” (G. n& kedd “stamp”, Amh. heda “go’’); 

tesa “remain forever” (probably from Galla fesi-su “make remain, place’’); 

héa “‘sleep”’ (see below). 

With the morpheme a-: 

atéha “spread cloth” (G. och seba); 

aréga “allure, distract from something”’; 


1 Some verbs are: f#éma “‘taste good” beside fa?ama; tina “load’’, ta?ana, and tana; kéba 
“testify” beside ka?aba and kaba. 
2 In Cohen, p. 306, these various verbal classes are not separated. 
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aséma “sell? (South Arg. assame “he sold it”; probably from Cushitic: 
Wolamo, Zala sam).1 


(c) A verb requiring special consideration is /éga “grow”. Since it goes back 
to G. AV /haqa “grow” one would expect the form /éhaga, the Ethiopic 4 
becoming # in Harari. Another Harari verb that seems to go back to a Geez 
form with / is fabaga “tan”, G. &.U fahagd. However, G. fahaqaé is most likely 
an orthographic variant of fabaqd, with ). Consequently, the Harari verb /éga 
is actually the only verb that goes back to a Geez verb with 4, namely /h(a)ga. 
It is also the only verb originating from a verb with / (/ or #) that has the form 
/éta. Various explanations of the form /éga are possible. The Harari verb is perhaps 
a reminiscence of the ‘““deponent” type of the verbs with the 2nd radical 4, 2 even 
though we saw (§ 42) that the ‘‘deponent”’ verbs of this class with an original 
2nd radical / or # had no special formation, all of them having the form /éhasa. 

Another explanation could be considered. We know that Geez forms the 
noun /q “‘chief”’ from the root /hg, with the loss of 4. It is possible that Harari 
formed the verb /éga on the basis of the noun /q, that has no 4. ° Finally, it is 
possible that /éga is formed by analogy with the class /é@/a without any apparent 
reason. 4 


(7) A verb with a vocalic initial is éda “‘tell’” (see below). 


(¢) An element that has the fotm of /éfa, but is used only in the perfect is 
béla “‘where is he?” (see below). 


(f) The verbal class /éta has only type A. The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem /d- stem a- stem at- stem 
Perfect léta takéga aséma athéka 
Simple imperfect yilit(Z) § yitkesi yasim(t) yathik(Z) 
Compound imperfect yilital vyithkegal yasimal yathikal 
Jussive yalet yatkeg yasém yather 
Imperative let takéeg asém athék 
Infinitive mialeéta maséma miathéka 
Passive participle kug 


The class /éta (/etd) occurs in nearly all the Ethiopic languages. However, Harari is the only 
language in which the imperfect of the basic stem is yi/it (with 7/i after the 1st radical), and the 
jussive is yd/ét (with é/e after the 1st radical). The other South Ethiopic languages regularly 
have the form yasem for the imperfect and yasim for the jussive. 


tT MCeLUuE ap a2 ke 

2 Cohen, p. 289. The statement of Cohen, sbid., gives the impression as if /éga were a repre- 
sentative of a regular verbal class, whereas we saw that /éga is the only verb of this class, that 
is, a ““deponent”’ type of verbs with an original 2nd radical 4. 

8 So also Cohen, p. 306, following Littmann. 

4 This explanation was also suggested by Leslau, p. 440. 

5 Cerulli, p. 109, gives the form *yz/it, with # (not with /). 
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(g) The verb éda “‘tell’” is conjugated as follows: 


Singular Plural 
Perfect 3rd masc. éda a 
3rd fem. étti ae 
2nd masc. étki 
2nd fem. e557 
Ist. comm. étku Edna 


etku 


Note the assimilation of the voiced d to ¢ because of the following voiceless 
& and the total assimilation of d to ¢ in é#, and to Sin ési2. 


Imperfect, sg. 3rd masc. _yidal 
3rd tem, tidat, etc. 
Jussive, so. 3rd masc. yéed 
3rd fem. ted 
2nd masc. aféd (negative) 
2nd fem. atégi (negative) 
Ist (conta, 120d 
Imperative, sg. 2nd masc. éd 
2nd fem. eg 
pl. 2nd com: |) "edz 
Infinitive, méda 
This verb occurs in the other South Ethiopic languages: Gaf. awddd, C. Go. A. odd-m, En. 


eeda, M. ddam-m, Ms. ewwdda, S. ewada, Z. ida, Arg. aweda. For the conjugation of these verbs, 
see Gafat, pp. 137-138. 


(h) The element bé/a “where is he?”’ is conjugated only in the perfect: 


Singular Plural 
3rd masc. bé/a Aa 
3rd fem. _bélti a 
2nd masc. bdéki hs 
2nd fem. bal Altos 
1st com. Dé/ku bélna 


This element is probably a secondary formation, but I was unable to discover 
its origin. } 


(i) For the verb “‘sleep” I recorded #éa, but in view of its conjugation it should 
probably be #é@a. The conjugation is: 


Basic stem a- stem 
Perfect néa, fem. #2 or neti ane a 
2nd masc. #é@ki or neki 
Imperfect yin? al yan al 


1 For an attempt of an etymology, see E. Littmann, Zeitschrift fir Semitistik 1, p. 48. 
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Jussive yana? yana? 
Imperative iid, fem. #7 ania 
Infinitive minit Ot mane a mane a 


This verb is also represented in the other Ethiopic languages: Amh. #asifia, C. nayaé-m, E. 
nayyd-m, En. nerd, Gt. na, A. atind-m, S. ane, W. itte, Z. ini. Praetorius, p. 136, following 
Rédiger, rightly connects Amh. /é##ia with G. 18 nabaya “take a rest”. 


§ 48. Verbs diga, ria 


(2) The verb diga “come” is the only verb with the vowel 7 after the 1st radical. 
It comes from Sidamo: Darasa dagi, Sidamo dayi, dai. The reason for the vowel 
7 is not clear. One would have to know the exact form of the original language 
from which the Harari verb was borrowed. In the conjugation it is treated like 
the class /éta. The conjugation is: 


Basic stem a- stem at-stem 
Perfect diga adiga addéga 
Simple imperfect yidig(z) yadig(z) yaddig(z) 
Compound imperfect yidigal yadigal yaddigal 
Jussive yadeg yadeg jyaddeg 
Imperative adeg addég 
Infinitive miadéga maddéga 


Frequentative: digaga 
(b) The complete forms of the perfect of the basic stem are: 


Singular Plural 


3rd masc. diga ) 
3rd fem. ditti + 
2nd masc. digki? 
2nd fem. Ny Po 
lst com.  digku digna 


digu 


digku 


Imperfect of the basic stem. For the 2nd pers. fem. Cerulli* gives the form 
tidiyas, with prepalatalization of g into y. 

The relative imperfect yzdigza/, lit. “She who will come” means “‘next’”’; thus, 
jyidigzal Ramis “next Thursday’. 

The imperfect of the a- stem as given by Cerulli > shows the prepalatalization 
of g into y. The forms are: 


Cerulli, p. 112, has d#sti, digti. 

Cohen, p. 307, has *dicbe-gar “if you come”, with unvoicing of ¥. 
Cerulli, p. 112, has dis7, 

Harar, p. 112. 

Harar, p. 112. 
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Singular Plural 
3rd masc. yadigal, yadiyal 
3rd fem. tadigat, tadiyat 
2nd masc.  /adigak, tadiyak  ) 
2nd fem. tadiyas 
1st com.  adigak, adiyak nadigana, nadiyana 


yadigalu, yadiyalu 


tadigaku, tadiyaku 


Imperative. The imperative of diga is nd”, fem. ne’, pl. com. nx’. 


Nearly all the Ethiopic languages have the radical na “‘come!’’ replacing the imperative of 
the regular verb “‘come’’. 


(c) The verb r7?a “‘see”’ was recorded with the vowel 7, not with the vowel 7. } 
The verb is represented in North Ethiopic (G. Ca@ ra?ayd, Tna. ra aya, ra’e, 
Te. ra@’a), and in ari of the Gurage dialect of Zway, and at-ere “show” of Selti 
and Wolane. The vowel 7 of Harari r7’a reflects perhaps the “‘deponent” nature 
of the Geez 17 9)4 > 17a > 17a. 

The conjugation is as follows: 


Basic stem ta- stem a- stem at- stem 
Perfect ria tar? a, tara araa atr@a 
Simple imperfect re) FTE 2 yar(Z) 
Compound imperfect yiral tr? al yaral 
Jussive yar yatra’ yur 
Imperative ri tara’ ar 
Infinitive mara matra>a mora? 

Reciprocal Causative of reciprocal 
Perfect tirau atraa 
Imperfect tra alu yatra al 
Jussive yatra’u yatra’ 
Imperative tara’u 


The complete conjugation of the perfect of the basic stem is as follows: ? 


Singular Plural 

3rd masc. 77a bs 
ee 1? u 

3rd fem. ri ti, ritti 

2nd masc. 177 ki, rikki 
Ache pete vr? ku, riRRu 

2nd fem. 12 $1, risst 

Ist com. ~r7’ku, rikku rina, rinna 


Note the assimilation of the glottal stop to the following consonant. 
It is interesting to note that the causative ara’a is conjugated like aa ({ 45g) 


1 Cerulli, p. 109, 126, gives the forms ra’a, ira’a for the perfect. 
2 In Cerulli, p. 126, the conjugation is different. For the imperfect of the causative, see 


Cerulli, p. 127. 
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and the class ardda coming from awdrdda (§ 371); thus, imperf. yara/: yasal: yardal; 
jussive yar: yas: yurdi; imperative ar: as: drdi; infinitive mora: mosa: mordad. 
There is no semantic or morphological reason for the same type of conjugation, 
unless the initial vowel of the causative of 77a is d (that is, dra’a). In this instance, 
the initial vowel of dra’a would be the same as that of dia, drdda, and the con- 
jugation would follow the same pattern. ! 


QUADRILITERALS 
§ 49. Regular quadriliterals 


(a) The quadriliterals have the form gi/ébdta,* the characteristic vowel being 
i after the 1st radical. The quadriliterals have types A and C. The derived stems 
are the same as in the triliterals. 

(b) Concerning the consonant structure, the quadriliterals have the following 
formations: 1.2.1.2., that is, a repeated biliteral root; 1.2.3.3., that is, a repeated 
3rd radical; and 1.2.3.4., that is, four different radicals. 

The verbs 1.2.1.2. are: dilddala “level”, figdfaga “tub”, filafala ““detach from 
the main bunch”’, gtdgafa ““hammer, crush”’, findténa “spin’’. 

iyetb of the type 1:2.3.3) is girdddda ‘cut’. 

The verbs of 1.2.3.4. are: dinabata “be frightened”, gilabata “invert, reverse, 
turn ovet”’, kiratafa “‘cut into small pieces’, girdgdba “‘return’”’. 

With the morpheme a-: arbdrdba “water”, argdgdba “answer, return, turn 
back” (see girdgdba, above), atrdtara “shake the grains to separate them”, af/afdla 
“suspend”. 

The vetb atndfdsa “take a rest” is treated as a quadriliteral even though the 
root is zfs. 3 


(c) Type C of the quadriliterals is characterized by the vowel 4 after the 2nd 
radical: /igd/dga “‘mix, confuse, interfere”, gimdtdara “chatter, talk nonsense”’. 

With the morpheme 7é-: tazlahata “slide’’. 

With the morpheme a-: abmdlila “be ugly”, alqalaga “rinse, white wash” 
(the meaning is slightly different from /galiqa, see above), amrdatisa “tear off”. 


The vowel of the 1st radical is in Harari and in Wolane; the other Gurage languages have 
the vowel a. The 3rd radical is simple in Harari and in Eastern Gurage: S.W.Z. masadkdra; 
W. also birdézazd. In Aymellel and in Western Gurage the 3rd radical is geminated: C. sarapata-m, 
En. sarapata,* M. Go. A. masikkara-m, Ms. masikkarad. For the other Ethiopic languages, see 
Gafat, p. 139. 


1 Cohen, p. 305, makes the same observation concerning gra?a and Géa. 

2 Cohen, p. 296, gives the only example of gardgdba. Two other examples are taken from 
Mondon-Vidailhet. Cerulli, p. 113, cites gérmama “galop”’ that was not verified in my personal 
investigation, and maramara “investigate” (with the vowel a after the 1st radical) that is undoubt- 
edly an Amharic form except for the non-gemination of the 3rd radical. The indications given 
in Leslau, p. 440, are to be rectified. 

8 For ¢-n/fs, tnfs treated as quadriliteral in Amharic, see M. Cohen, Nowvelles études d’ éthiopien 
meridional, p. 252. 

4 Chaha and Ennemotr have the 2nd radical simple (not geminated), but there are indications 
that the 2nd radical represents an ancient geminated consonant; see Word, 4 (1948), 44, 45. 
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(d) Type A. 
The conjugation of type A is as follows: 
Basic stem td- stem a- stem at- stem 

Perfect . gilabita taglabata argagdba atgilébdta 
Simple imperfect yiglibti yitgilabat(?) yargabg yatgilibti 
Compound imperfect _yzglabtal yitgilabatal —_yargdbgal yatgilibtal 
Jussive yaglabti yatgilabat yargabg yatgilebti 
Imperative ilabti taglabat argabgi atgilébti 
Infinitive miglabat mar gdgab mitgilebat 
Passive participle gulbut 


With a prefixed consonant morpheme having a vowel, the perfect changes 
its syllabic structure by losing its z after the 1st radical. This is true of the relative 
element z7-, the form of the perfect being zig/abdfa (instead of z7-gildbata), and 
with the morpheme /é- of the reflexive-passive stem, the form being #aglabdta. 

For the root grgb “return”? note the metathesis in rggb in the perfect of the 
a- stem, and rgbg in the other tenses. 4 


The vocalic structure of the imperfect of the basic stem yz-g/ab(a)z is the same as in Gurage 
except for the 3rd radical that is simple in Eastern Gurage (*yagrdgab), but geminated in Western 
Gurage and in Aymellel (*yamsdkkor). For the other languages, see Gafat, p. 139. 

The Harari jussive (-g/abat) has the same syllabic structure as Aymellel (ye-msdkar) and Zway 
(y4-grageb), but the imperative of A. and Z. has the structure mdsker as against *gi/ab¢ of Harari. 
For the other Ethiopic languages, see Gafat, p. 139. 

In the ¢d- stem, the vocalic structure of the Harari imperfect -g(7)/abat is the same as in Gurage 
*yat-m/(a)sakkdr. The 3rd radical is geminated in Aymellel and in Western Gurage; ? it is simple 
in Eastern Gurage. As for the jussive, its vocalic structure -gi/abat is found in C. S.W. and Zway. 

The syllabic structure of the imperfect of the a-stem (-g/ab?) is the same as in Gurage. The 
3rd radical is geminated in Aymellel and in Western Gurage; it is simple in Eastern Gurage. 
The syllabic structure is the same as that of C. En. A. and Zway. 


Cyr ly pe. 
Type C is formed with the vowel @ after the 2nd radical. For the verbs of type 
C, see above. The conjugation of type C is as follows: 


Basic stem td- stem, a- stem at- stem 
Perfect ligalaqa talgaliqa alqaliqa atliqalaga 
Simple imperfect yilqalqi yithiqalag(t)  yalqalqi yathigalgi 
Compound imperfect yilqalqal yithiqalagal  —_yalgalgal yatliqalgal 
Jussive yalqalgt yathgalag yalqalq@ yathqalqi 
Imperative ligalqi talqaliq alqalqi atliqalgt 
Infinitive milqalig milgaldag mithqalag 


The syllabic structure of the basic stem in the imperfect -/ga/(a)g, and of the jussive -/ga/(a)q 
is the same as in Gurage. The 3rd radical is geminated in Aymellel and in Western Gurage; 
it is simple in Eastern Gurage. 


1 For the basic stem of this root, see Cohen, p. 296, and Cerulli, p. 113. 
auerormGnand bn... sea pt: sind 
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(f) Frequentative | 

The frequentative of the quadriliterals is formed by type C (that is, gi/abata), 
ot by the repetition of the 3rd radical (that is, g¢/babata). The conjugation is as 
follows: 


Basic stem - té- stem at- stem 
Perfect Lilabita, silbabita taglabata  atgilabita, atgilbabata 
Imperfect yiglabtal 
Jussive yaglabti 
Imperative gilabti 
Infinitive miaglabat 


From type C: gtmtatdra; at- stem: atqimtatara. 
Reciprocal 

Type A: taglabatu, tagradddu; type C: tamrdatasu. 
Causative of reciprocal 

Type A: atgilabata, atgiradida; type C: atmiratdsa. 


§ 50. Abbreviated quadriliterals 


(2) An abbreviated quadriliteral is perhaps the verb abséna “spin two or three 
threads”, that is, *biséna with the morpheme a. The form *biséna would be the 
quadriliteral counterpart of the class /éta (§ 47), that is, a biliteral verb with @, 
in connection with an original semivowel y. 

The conjugation of abséna is as follows: 


a- stem fa- stem at- stem 
Perfect abstna tabséna atbésdna 
Imperfect yabsinal yitbésanal yatbisnal 
Jussive yabsen yatbesin yatbesni 
Imperative absen atbésin atbesni 
Infinitive miatbesan matbestn 


Note the metathesis of the vowel ¢@ in the imperfect, jussive, imperative, and 
infinitive of the 7d- stem and in the gt stem. 


COMPOUND VERBS 
§ 51. Form and usage 


(a) Harari makes extensive use of an invariable element followed by baya 
“say” (§ 45f), aa “make” (§ 452), or Rana “‘be” (§ 45c). This usage is so frequent 
that the Amharas when imitating the Harari speakers add baya or asa to evety 
word. 

(b) The elements baya,1 dia, or kana are conjugated. The invariable element 


1 J did not record any example in which J disappears, as suggested by Cohen, p. 305. 
His example of /af faya “‘be high” shows the assimilation of » to f. 
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consists of two, three, four, or five radicals. Occasionally, for more expressivity 
ot for a specific shade of meaning, the whole root can be repeated. The invariable 
element can end in a vowel or in a consonant. The etymology of the invariable 
elements is not always easy to establish. Most often they go back to a verbal 
— root. Indeed, the invariable element often exists beside a verbal form either in 
Harari itself or in another Ethiopic language. Others go back to an onomato- 
poetic radical. Finally, the invariable element is very often a noun, an adjective, 
or an adverb. 


(c) The invariable element followed by baya is mostly intransitive. The tran- 
sitive or causative action is expressed by dsa for this type of verbs; thus, haf 
baya “wake up” (intransitive): haf asa “wake up” (transitive); zag baya “lie down’: 
zag asa “spread”. 

(d) The invariable element followed by 4a is transitive or intransitive. The 
causative action of this type is expressed by a/tésa, that is, the a/-stem of dia. 
Thus, gatab asa ““remembet”: gafab attéia ““remind’’. The form a/tésa also serves 
for the expression of the factitive. 

Reciprocity is expressed by a#tasa (or rather, attdiu): mahmah attasu “they 
kissed one another’. 

(e) In the verbs composed of an invariable element and of kana “be, become’, 
the invariable element is mostly an adjective or a noun. These compound verbs 
express mainly the idea of becoming or being; thus Rafif kana “be light”, s0ji kana 
“become a monk”’. 

For a possible influence of Cushitic, see Word, 1 (1945), 72. For the variable elements used 
in the various Ethiopic languages, see Gafat, pp. 145-146; see also JAOS, 65 (1945), 25-26. 


| 
| 
| 
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(f) A nominal type derived from the invariable element is formed with the 
suffixed element -#:! Rafti “‘sadness” (Raf baya ““be sad’’); sdémti “silence” (sdém 
baya “be silent’’); aw7i “the shout” (awaw attasa “chatter”; gatabti ““remembrance”’ 
(gatab asa ““remember’’). 

(g) Biliteral elements with daya: 
uf baya “blow, screen”, buf baya “be swollen, sulk”, bug baya “ferment”, dug baya 
“sulk”, duq baya “‘attive”, gub baya “cover all over”, gim baya “be disgusted”, 
haf baya ““be high, wake up”’, hig baya “have the hiccups”, fir baya “be fed up”, 
kaf baya “be sad, dissatisfied’, mah baya “‘kiss”, gab baya “fall down”, sam baya 
“be quiet”, sas baya “‘stoop, bow’, tas baya “be pleased”, fo? baya “‘pop up’, 
xdg baya “lie down’. 

Biliteral elements with asa: 
¢af aga ““dtink up’’, haf dia “wake up” (transitive, from haf baya), qab asa “‘make 
fall down” (see gab baya), tab aia ““prepare’’, zdg dia “spread” (from xdg baya). 

(4) Triliteral elements with baya: 
baraha baya “have pity (barah asa “arouse pity”), c7ci¢ baya “twitter”, fadim baya 


1 For Ambh. -t#2, see M. Cohen, Traité de langue amharique, p. 102; for Tigrinya, see Leslau, 
Documents Tigrigna, p. 24. 
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“forgive, be merciful”, kdkab baya “roar” (causative kikah dia), kulul baya “‘roll’’, 
likim baya “be neat, apptoach”’, galah baya “‘spend some time, linger’’, gimi¢ baya 
“crouch down”’, talab baya “be lukewarm”’, walém baya “‘go aside’. 

Triliteral elements with aa: 
gatab asa “remember”, /abdn aia “‘yawn’’, fittin aia “‘scatter’’. 


(@) Quadriliteral elements with baya: 
of the type 1.2.1.2., that is, the repeated biliteral: ¢afcaf baya “hop, skip” (¢af 
baya “‘jamp”’), ¢éméam baya “chew”, dafdaf baya “rummage, search for”, firfir baya 
“shiver, tremble”, kuskus baya “rustle” (causative, kuskus asa “move”’), Sirsir 
baya “take a walk’; of the type 1.2.3.4.: dongas baya ““grow numb”, firgi¢ baya 
“smile”, hangus baya “take a good bite’’, bankal baya ‘“‘be lame, limp”; of the type 
1.2.3.3.: stmgiq baya ‘shiver’. 

(7) Quadriliterals with asa: 
binbin asa “scatter’’, ¢émédm asa ““make the sound of chewing”’, dugdug asa ““knock”’, 
hafhaf aia “arouse” (see haf asa), Rabkah aga “knock”, karkar dia “gurgle”, 
kuskus asa “move” (see kuskus baya “‘rustle’’). 


(A) A quinquiliteral of the type 1.2.3.4.4. with baya: 
febunqug baya “‘craw\ with the behind, creep’’. 


(/) Repeated triliterals: 
birig birig baya “stagger”, sumuc gumuc baya “rinse the mouth with water to swallow 


the ¢at”’, gurum gurum baya “grumble”, hiniq hinig baya “sob”. 

(m) The invariable element with kama can be a noun, an adjective, or an 
adverb. 

Adjectives: ¢a’ab kana “become weak” (ta’ab ‘‘weak”’), donga kana “‘be deaf” 
(donga “‘deaf”), gindm kana ““be mad” (ginam “mad’’), bubut kana “be swollen” (hu- 
but “‘swollen’”), Rafif kana “‘be light” (Raff light”), qa¢in kana “‘be thin” (qa¢in 
thin”), scbdtdm kana “be gray” (sibdtam “gray’’). 

Nouns: ginge kana “‘stammer” (ginge “‘stammerer”), was kana ““guatantee”’ 
(was “‘guarantor’”’), sofi kana “become a monk” (sdf “‘monk”’), Jafta kana “rebel” 
(Jafta “‘rebel”, noun), sarik Rana “participate” (sarik “‘partner’’). 

Adverbs: mdssa massa kana “‘be accurate, equal”, massa asa “flatten” (mdssa 
“equally’’). 

(x) As was said above, the invariable element with baya or dia can be a noun, 
an adjective, an adverb, or a verb. 

With baya: aman baya “‘take leave’ (aman “peace, health, well’’), zune baya “refuse” 
(inne “‘no!’’), asset baya “be slow” (asSét “‘slowly’’), gulub baya “cover the head” 
(gulub “cover”), Rana baya “agree” (kana “it was’), xiq baya “be strong” (z7q¢ 
““strong’’). 

With dia: absum dia ‘“‘citcumcise” (absim “circamcision”), bafa asa “fan the 
fire” (bifa ‘“‘bellows’’), birzi aia “dilute honey in water” (birz7 “honeyed water”’’), 
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takal aia ““place the peg” (cakal “peg”’), fagdr asa “sing” (faqér “‘song’’), gohoy 
aia “brew” (gohoy “‘beer’’), habari asa “‘bloom” (habdari “‘blossom’’), hallas asa 
“be smooth” (hallas “‘smooth”), bélat asa “‘be lazy” (hélat “laziness’’), hirgt aia 
“take counsel” (firg: “‘counsel’’), bargab asa “cough” (hargdb “‘cough’’, noun), 
hasawa asa “chat” (hasdwa “chat’’, noun), butdr asa “make a fence”’ (butur ““fence’’), 
kusa asa “‘affiance” (kusa “engaged”’), mida aia ““comb” (mida “comb,” noun), 
mala asa “look for ways and means” (mala ‘“‘occasion”’), nigdi asa “trade” (nigdi 
“trade”, noun), quy dsa “‘get angry” (guy “‘anger”), sindn dasa “‘quartel” (sindn 
“voice”), wasdn asa “delimit” (wdsdn “‘limit’’), gar tenfas asa ““pant’’, lit. “‘make 
an incomplete breath’. 


(0) The noun can also be a loanword. In the recorded examples only dia is 

used. The nouns listed below are of Arabic origin, but they can also come from 
any other language. The examples are: ibdda dia “pray” (ébdda “‘prayer’’, Ar. 
“bada), awfi asa “forgive” (awfi “forgiveness”, Ar. ‘awf), aya asa “annoy” (aza 
“annoyance”, Ar. *ada" “‘damage’’), azli asa “depose” (az “deposition”, Ar. 
“azl), bahsi asa “investigate” (babsi “investigation”, Ar. babt), diddi aia “‘make 
the opposite” (dda “opposite”, Ar. didd), dallal aia “practice small trade” 
(dallal “‘market-crier”, Ar. dallal), dérdr aga “harm? (darér “harm”, Ar. darr), 
fakri asa “boast” (fakri “boasting”, Ar. fabr), fayda asa “profit” (fayda“profit’’, 
Ar. f@ ida), Sabri asa “comfort” (gabri “comfort”, Ar. gabr), gawab asa “‘answer’’ 
(gawab “answer”, Ar. gawab), hamdi asa “thank” (bamdi “thanks”, Ar. bamd), 
huzni asa ““be sad” (hugni “sadness”, Ar. buzn), kira asa “hire” (Aira “hiring’’, 
Ar. kira’), nabbi asa “pillage” (nabbi “booty”, Ar. nahb), qalbi asa “pay attention’, 
(qalbi “heart”, Ar. galb), gima asa “evaluate” (gima “cost”, Ar. gima), sabab aia 
“pretend” (saébab “pretext”, Ar. sabab), sabri aia “be patient’ (sabri, ““patience’’, 
Ar. sabr), Sikki asa “doubt” (sékki “doubt”, Ar. Jakk), ziydra asa “pay a visit” 
(xéyara “visit”, Ar. ziydra), imtiban asa “try” (imtiban “trying”, Ar. imtiban, 
verbal noun of the 8th form of mn). 


(p) Quite often the invariable element exists beside a regular verbal form, 
the verbal form being used either in Harari itself or in the other Ethiopic languag- 
es. Here again the invariable elements are biliterals, triliterals, and quadriliterals. 

Biliterals: fi¢ aia “whistle”, fiifi¢é asa ““whistle’’ (Har. aféca “‘whistle’’), fas aia 
“break wind” (Amh. fassa), na¢ baya “chew off” (Amh. na¢¢a), str baya ““go around” 
(Amh. tansarassard), tuf baya “spit?? (Amh. /affa). 

Triliterals: binin dia “sprinkle” (Har. bandna “be sprinkled’’), birig baya “‘scintil- 
late” (Amh. barrdagda), fatan baya “be fast” (Amh. fattdna), huluf baya “‘pass’’, 
ganna huluf baya “spend the rainy season” (Amh. al/afa, G. 4Né. balifa), hardm 
asa “weed” (Amh. arrdma). 

Quadriliterals: /ablabh baya “‘be loose” (Tna. lablahe), niqniq baya “move” (Amh. 
ndqanndqa), gitgit baya “tremble” (Amh. gdtdqgdta), Sirsir baya “take a walk’ 
(see biliterals, above), zi/bi¢ baya “‘slide, slip’? (Har. téz/labata). 


APPENDIX 
VERBAL SUFFIXED PRONOUNS 
§ 52. Meaning and general principles 


(2) The verbal suffixed pronouns express the direct complement, occasionally 
also the indirect complement: gdddle “he killed him”. The investigation 
of the verbal suffixed pronouns is, therefore, essential for the analysis 
of the verb. The importance of the study of the verbal suffixed pronouns lies 
also in the fact that the original verbal forms often appear when the suffixed 
pronouns are added to them+. One example of the Harari verbal forms will 
illustrate the point. We know that in certain forms of the perfect and imperfect 
a euphonic -7 appears serving to disjoin the final consonant cluster. Thus, gada/t-7 
“she killed”, gddalk-i “‘you (masc.) killed”, yigddl-i “‘he kills”, and others. The 
euphonic -i disappears, however, when the suffixed pronouns are added to these 
verbal forms, because the final vowel is not original. As a result of it, these 
verbal forms end in the original consonant (*gddalt, gddiélk), and the suffixed 
pronouns are added to these forms with the intermediary of the vowel 4 (see 
below). 


(4) The general principles concerning the adjunction of the suffixed pronouns 
are as follows. 

Certain suffixed pronouns have a consonant initial. As a rule, they are added 
directly to the verbal forms that end in a vowel (ex. gddalu-k “‘they killed you’’). 
In the verbal forms that end in a consonant an intermediary vowel d appears 
to which the consonantal suffixed pronoun is added (ex. ydgadl-d-k ‘“may he kill 
you’’). 

The euphonic -7 appearing in certain verbal forms is not considered a vowel. 
This euphonic -7 disappears when the verbal form is used with suffixed pronouns 
(ex. yigddl-i “he kills” takes the original form _yigdd/). Consequently, these verbal 
forms have a consonant ending, and, as a result of it, the suffixed pronouns are 
joined to these forms with the intermediary of the vowel 4 (ex. yigddl-d-k-le 
“that he kills you’). 

As for the vowel -a of certain verbal forms, it changes in most instances into 
-e when the suffixed pronouns ate added to the verbal forms. 


(c) A summary of the endings of the verbal forms is given below. 
The verbal forms ending in -a are: perfect, sg. 3rd masc. gdddla “he killed”; 
pl. 1st. com. gddalna “‘we killed”’. 


1 See W. Leslau, ‘Essai de reconstitution des désinences verbales du tigrigna’’, Revue des 
études sémitiques (1939), pp. 70-99. 
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Verbal forms ending in a euphonic -i are: perfect, sg. 3rd fem. gadalt-i “she 
killed”; 2nd masc. gddalk-i “you killed”; imperfect, sg. 3rd masc. yigddli “he 
kills”; 3rd fem. tigddli “‘she kills”; 2nd masc. tigédli “you kill”; 1st com. igadli 
“7 kill’; pl. Ist com. nigédi “we kill’. 

Verbal forms ending in a vowel other than -a and euphonic -/ are: perfect, 
sg. 2nd fem. gddalii “you killed”; 1st com. gadalku “I killed”; pl. 3rd com. 
| «gadily “they killed”; 2nd com. gaddlku “you killed”; imperfect, sg. 2nd fem. 
tigddyi “you kill’; pl. 3rd com. yigddlu “they kill’; 2nd com. “gddiu “you kill”; 
jussive, pl. 3rd com. ydgdalu “may they kill”; imperative, sg. 2nd fem. gadayz 
“kill”; pl. 3rd com. gaddlu ‘kill’. 

Verbal forms ending in a consonant are: jussive, sg. 3rd masc. ydgda/ “may 
he kill’, 3rd fem. sagda/ ‘may she kill’; 1st com. ndgda/ “may I kill’; pl. 1st 
com. #dgdal “may we kill”; imperative, sg. 2nd masc. gada/ “kill”. 


§ 53. The forms of the suffixed pronouns 
(2) The forms are: 


SINGULAR 
3rd masc. -a, -0, -u (-*#) 
fem. -¢ 


2nd masc. -k, -dk 
fem. -s, -as 
Ist com. -#, -d# 

PLURAL 
3rd com. -yu, -dyu 
2nd com. -ku, -dku 
Ist com. -na, -dna 

(b) The suffixed pronouns with consonant initial are used with verbal forms 
ending in a vowel. As for the vowel -a of the verbal form, it changes into -e 
when the suffixed pronouns are added to the verbal form. 

(c) The suffixed pronouns with vocalic initial (except those of the sg. 3rd 
masc. fem.) ate used with verbal forms ending in a consonant. 

(d) The suffixed pronoun -a of the 3rd masc. is used with verbal forms ending 
in a consonant and in original -i, that is, a noneuphonic -/; the -7 is omitted 
when the suffixed pronouns are added to the verbal form. 

(¢) The suffixed pronoun -o of the 3rd masc. is used with the verbal forms 
ending in -#. The final -w does not appear, the suffixed pronoun -o probably 
resulting from the contraction w-a >o. 

(f) The suffixed pronoun -v (-»z )of the 3rd masc. appears with the verbal 
forms ending in -a; the vowel -a changes into -e when the suffixed pronouns 
are added to the verbal forms. 

(g) The suffixed pronoun -e of the 3rd fem. is used with verbal forms ending 
ina consonant and in a vowel. The final vowel of the verb is lost when the suffixed 
pronoun -e is added to the verbal forms. 
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§ 54. The verbal forms with the suffixed pronouns 


A detailed enumeration of the verbal forms of the perfect, simple imperfect, 
compound imperfect, jussive, and imperative with the suffixed pronouns will be 


given here. 
PERFECT 
gadéla gadalti gadalk gadalsi | gddilku \ gadélu gadalku | gadilna 
phe “she “you (m.) | “‘you (f.) | “I “they “‘you (pl.)| “Swe 
killed” | kiJled”’ Killed’ | killed’? i: killed’? >| killed’ ” | killed: killed”’ 
Sg. 3rd masc.|gaddle-u |gddalt-a | gddilk-a_ |gadal’‘-a |gddalk-o | gadal-o gadilk-o | gaddalne-vu 
“the killed] ‘‘she killed 
him”’ him” 
3rd fem. | gddéle gadilt-e \gadilk-e |gddals-e |gdadilk-e | gddél-e gadilk-e | gaddlne 
2nd masc.|gddale-k | gdadalt-ak gdddlku-k | gaddlu-k gadilne-k 
2nd fem. |gddale-§ | gadalt-as gaddlku-* | gdddlu-§ Lgaddlne-£ 
1st com. |gddale-i | gddalt-an | gddalkd-n | gdddalsi-n gaddlu-n | gddalku-n 
Pl. 3rd com. |gddale-yu | gdddalt-ayu | géddlkd-yu  gadalsi-yu | géddlku-yu\ gdddlu-yu | gédalku-yu | gédédlne-yu 
2nd com. | gddale-ku | gadalt-dku Saddlku-ku\ gadélu-ku gadilne-ku 
1st com. |gdadale-na |gdadalt-ana | gddiélkd-na | gadalsi-na gaddlu-na \gdédalku-na 
SIMPLE IMPERFECT 
yigadli tigddyi yigddlu 
“the kills” “you (fem.) kill” “theys soll 
Sg. 3rd masc. yigadl-a tigaddy-a yigadl-o 
“he kills him” “she kills him” 
3rd fem. yigadl-e tigddy-e yigadl-e 
2nd masc. yigadl-ak yigddlu-k 
2nd fem. yigadl-as yigddlu-§ 
1st com. yigadl-an tigddyi-n yighdlu-n 
Pl 3rd «com, yigddl-ayu tigddyi-yu yigadlu-yu 
2nd com. yigédl-aku yigdédlu-Ru 
1st com. yigédl-dna tigddyi-na yighdlu-na 


The suffixed pronouns used with yigdédli are the same as with tigddii “she kills» 
you (masc.) kill”, igddii “I kill’, nigadh “we kill’. 
The suffixed pronouns used with yigdd/u are the same with tigddlu “you (pl.) 


kill’. 


COMPOUND IMPERFECT 


In the compound imperfect the suffixed pronouns are placed between the simple 
imperfect and the auxiliary -a/. Note that with the suffixed pronouns of the sing. 


d fem. 


ad masc. 


ad fem. 
3t com. 
td com. 
ad com. 
st com. 


Sg. 


PA: 


sd masc. 


yigddlal 
“the kills” 


yigdéal-a-hal 
“he kills 
him’ 
yigadl-Ga-hal 
yigadl-Gk-al 
yigadl-as§-al 
yigédl-Gn-al 
yigdédl-dyu-hul 
yigaédl-ak6-hul 
yigaéal-Gna-hal 


3rd masc. 


3rd fem. 
2nd masc. 
2nd fem. 
1st com. 
3rd com. 
2nd com. 
ist com. 


tigadlat 
*“she kills”’ 


Appendix 


tigddlak 
““you (masc.) 


kill” 


tigddlas 
“‘you (fem.) 
kill” 


yigadlalu 
“they kill’’ 


| tigddlaku 
“you kill” 
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3rd masc. fem., and pl. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd com. the original initial element of 
-al appears, and the form is *ha/ (§ 13b). Since the various modifications occurring 
with the suffixed pronouns of the compound imperfect are less systematic than 
those of the perfect and simple imperfect, the complete forms will be given 
below without detailed analysis. 


nagdédlana 


‘Swe kill’ 


tigddl-a-hat 


tigddl-a-h at 
tigddl-ak-at 
tigddl-as-at 
tigddl-dn-at 
tigddl-ayu-hut 
tigddl-ako-hut 


tigddl-ana-hat 


tigddl-a-hak 


tigadl-d-b ak 


tigddl-an-ak 
tigadl-dytt-huk 


tigddl-ana-hak 


tigddl-a-has 


tigddl-d-has 


tigddli-n-as 
tigddli-yu- hus 


tigaddli-na-has 


yigahdlu-bul 


yigadl-é-hal 
yigahdlu-k-al 
yighdlu-§-al 
yigddlu-n-al 
yigadlu-yu-hul 
yigddlu-ko-bhul 
yigadlu-na-hal 


JUssIVE AND IMPERATIVE 


yagdal yagdalu 

“may he kill” ‘“‘may they kill” 
yagdal-a yagdél-o 
“may he killhim’”} ‘“‘may they kill him” 
yagdal-e yagdial-e 
yagdal-ak yagdilu-k 
yagdil-as jyagdalu-§ 
yagdil-an jyagdalu-n 
yagdal-ayu yagdilu-yu 
yagdal-aku yagdalu-ku 
yagdal-ana yagdilu-na 


nigdal “‘may 1 kill, may we kill’. 
The suffixed pronouns used with ydgdalu “‘may they kill” are the same with 
gadalu “kill” (pl.). 


tigddl-o-hoku 


tigddl- a-h aku 


tigddlu-n-aku 
tigddlu-yu-huku 


tigddlu-naku 


godayi 


nagddl-a-hana 


nogddl- a-b ana 
inagddl-ak-dna 
magadl-as-ana 


nagadl-adyu-huna 
nagddl-ak6-huna 


“kill” (fem.) 


gaddy-a 
“kill him” 
gadiy-e 


godiiya-n 
gadiiya-yu 


Lodayi-na 


The suffixed pronouns used with ydgda/ are the same with sagda/ “may she kill’, 
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(The index includes all the verbs of this study. The numbers refer to pages.) 


ibada asa “pray”, 73 

abala “‘refuse’’, 40 

absum asa “circumcise”, 72 

ata “‘make go out, take off”, 14, 37, 39 

éda “‘tell’”, 64, 65 

adddqa “‘cause to fall, throw to the 
reece baa Mees Ai 8 

uf baya “blow, screen’, 71 

agdda “‘tie, bind’, 40 

égdla ““begin’’, 41 

émada “say, tell”, 14, 41 

amdana “tely on’, 40 

amin baya “take leave’’, 72 

émara “command”, 29, 41 

inne baya “refuse”, 72 

imtiban asa “tty”, 73 

andolala “‘roll” (transitive), 35 

angolila “sift”, 35 

anqagaba “cackle’’, 35 

angorara “expect, wait’, 35 

andsa “‘be less’, 40 
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aga “know”, 14,.59, 61 

eqaba “‘wait”, 41 

ardda “place, put, purge’, 37, 39 

ésdba “put in, bring in”, 41 

asada “transport”, 37, 39 

aséla “climb, go up”, 40 

“ia, ao, make’, 59, 60, 61 

assét baya “be slow”, 72 

atdna ““perfume’’, 40 

atdga “‘set tree’, 40 

awfi asa “forgive”, 73 

aza asa “annoy”, 73 

axli asa ““depose”’, 73 

(tay émara “obey”, 29 
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(a)b@ara “deepen”, 44 

(at)badaha ‘“‘mix two liquids in two 
different cups 7. "35550 

buf baya “be swollen, sulk”, 71 

bija aia fan thei fire 672 

bug baya “ferment”, 71 

babsi asa “investigate”, 73 

baka “‘cry, weep’, 14, 55 

béla “‘where is he’, 64, 65 

bila@a “eat”, 45, 46 

balaba “be sharp”, 52 

balala “‘become bad’’, 10 

(ta)balala “hurry”, 30 

banéna “‘be sprinkled”, 10, 73 

binin asa “sprinkle ”, 73 

binbin asa “‘scatter’’, 72 

baga ““be enough”, 45, 46 

bagala “‘srow, prosper’, 9 

bara “‘cleat up (weather), 57 

bardda “‘be cold’, 9 

bordda “‘atrive’’, 12 

birdga “bolt suddenly’, 12 

birig birig baya “stagger”, 72 

biraha baya “have pity”, 71 

bérana “be bright’, 11 

béraga “draw a picture’, 11 

birig baya “‘scintillate”, 73 

bardra “fly”, 10 

birzi asa “dilute honey in water”, 72 

bosara “be putrid, rotten”, 12 

(a)baséra “desecrate, make profane’, 
a2 

bésdna ““‘become watery’’, 11 

(a)bséna “spin two or three threads’, 
70 
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batasa “pull out”, 9 
baya “say”, 59, 60 
bazaba “‘be numerous’, 52 


bazdza “‘be blurred”, 10 


tékdla “build”, 11 
takal asa ““place the peg’’, 73 


cabaga “lisp”, 10 

citi¢ baya “twitter”, 71 

taf asa “drink up’, 71 

caftaf baya “hop, skip”, 72 

(a)¢éha “‘spread cloth’, 63 

¢éhara “‘rake, scratch’’, 50 

celama “‘be dark’, 11 

tamiam asa “make the sound of 
chewing”, 72 

camcam baya “‘chew’’, 72 

camaga “squeeze, wring cloth’, 9 

cega “‘smell bad”, 63 

(a)cérdga “‘strangle’’, 33 


dabala “‘add’’, 10 

(ta)dabala ““participate”, 31 

(ad)dabaga “fill a utensil by immersing 
Eggo 

diddi aga “make the opposite”, 73 

dodima “‘be blunt’, 12 

dafdaf baya ““cammage, search for’’, 
f2 

dug baya “‘sulk’’, 71 

dugdug aia “knock”, 72 

(a)dagdna ““bend’’, 30, 33 

(ta)dagdna “be bent’, 30 

diga ““come’’, 66 

diladala “‘\evel’’, 68 

daldga ““work’’, 10 

dalaba “‘sin’”, 52 

(ad)dalaba “throw stones repeatedly”’, 
54; B53 

dallal asa “practice small trade”, 73 

(a)damisa ““demolish”, 30, 33 

(ta)damdsa “‘be demolished”, 30 


dinabata “‘be frightened”, 68 
dongas baya ““grow numb”, 72 
donga kana “‘be deaf’, 72 
duq baya “‘artive”’, 71 

dardgqa ““be dry”, 9 

darar asa ““harm’’, 73 


fata “grind”, 14, 55 

(a)féca “‘whistle”, 56, 73 

ji asa “whistle”, 73 

fiutfie asa “whistle”, 73 

fedaéga “grind coarsely’, 11 

fadim baya “forgive, be merciful’, 71 

jisafaga “rub”, 68 

faga “finish, destroy, accomplish’, 
14, 55 

febama “‘be ted hot’, 51 

febunqug baya “‘craw\ with the behind, 
Creep yi 2 

febaqa “tan”, 51 

Jakri aia o Doast,. 

julafala “‘detach from the main bunch’, 
68 

filaba “boil”, 52 

falaga “hit on the head”, 10 

faldsa “praise”’, 12 

(ta) fagdda “‘take care of, nurse’, 30 

faqar aia “sing”, 73 

(ta) fégdra “‘converse, play”, 30 

jata’ hear 5D 

fardda “judge”, 9 

jirfir baya “shiver, tremble”, 72 

firsié baya “smile”, 72 

foraha “search everywhere’, 53 

(a)faraba “‘satisfy, make happy’, 53 

fardka “can, be able’, 10 

(a)fordra “throw”, 33 

faradta “burst’’, 9 

fas asa “break wind”, 73 

fataha “loosen, unload’, 52 

fatdna “be in a hurry’, 9 

fatan baya “be fast”, 73 

fetana “disperse, scatter”, 11 


fittin aia “scatter”, 72 
fatara “break the fast’, 10 
 fayda aia “profit”, 73 
fazdza “be feeble (eye)”, 10 


gub baya “cover all over’, 71 

gab@a “return”, 45 

(ta) gébala “‘sit’’, 30 

gebara “pay taxes’, 11 

(a)gabara “tame”, 32 

(a)gobara “become full (moon)”’, 33 

gebata “try, attempt’, 11 

(4a) gatu “collide”, 56 

gadila “kill”, 9 

(ta)gadala ‘“‘quarrel’’, 31 

gadara “grow’’, 10 

godara “be long”, 12 

Lofa “push”, 46 

Lofa@a ““push’’, 46 

Lofala “become thin, skinny’, 12 

gafdra “send”, 10 

(ta) gafara “‘be separated’’, 31 

gagira “bake”, 12 

(ta) gahama “‘become red hot, be very 
hungry”, 51 

(ta) gdhara “get hoarse’, 51 

Léhata “nibble”, 51 

gZohoy aia “brew”, 73 

golaba “‘make a cover for the food 
basket”, 12 

(a) galaba “‘roast”, 33° 

galib asa “heat slightly’, 33 

gulub bayaz “cover the head’’, 72 

gilabata “‘invert,reverse, turn over’’, 68 

galila “cat the edges, cut the finger 
nails’, 10 

galita “expose”, 9 
gim baya “be disgusted”, 71 

— gumut gumut baya “tinse the mouth 
with water to swallow the éat’’, 72 

gamila “fold”, 12 . 

ganna huluf baya “spend the rainy 
season 3 
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ginge kana ““stammer’’, 72 

gana “throw away’’, 55 

(a) gata “find”, 55 

gorea “slaughter”, 46 

garada “ignore”, 10 

(ta) gdrada “‘withdraw”, 30 

(a)garada “‘observe attentively, keen- 
ign 

Larafa “lash”, 9 

girdgaba “‘return”, 68 

gurum surum baya “‘eramble”, 72 

geraza “plait”, 11 

gésa “implore”, 63 

gaza “move from the house’, 43, 46 

Laza-a “govern”, 45 

gézdma “hope, wish, covet’, 11 


Labri asa ““comfort”, 73 
Linam kana “be mad’, 72 


dh ce 


Lawab asa “answer”, 73 


hibabala “deceive”, 50 

(at)hébara “‘ask’’, 49 

habari asa ““‘bloom’’, 73 

habdta “‘swell’’, 48 

hubut kana “‘be swollen”, 72 
hadadga “leave, abandon’, 13, 48 
hadéra “‘spend the night’, 48 
hafa “long for’, 55 

haf aia “wake up (transitive), 71 
haf baya “‘be high, wake up”, 71 
hafhaf asa “arouse”, 72 

hafaga “embrace”, 48 

hafasa “take a handful, gather’, 48 
hégdna “replace”, 49 

haga “pierce, hit’, 14, 55 

héga “‘observe, spy’, 56 

hagima “cap”, 48 

héka “‘chew’’, 63 

bekafa “dig with a hoe’, 49 
hakdka “‘itch’’, 49 

hékala ‘“‘adze’”’, 49 

hakima “judge”, 48 

halaba “‘milk’’, 48 
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hélada “‘finish”’, 49 

huluf baya “pass”, 73 

hélaga “count”, 48 

hallds asa ““‘be smooth’, 73 
bélat asa “‘be lazy”, 73 

héma “‘calumniate’’, 46 

héma’a “‘calumniate”’, 46, 48 
hamai asa “‘thank’’, 73 
(a)hmalala “‘be ugly”, 68 

bangus baya “take a good bite”, 72 
hankal baya “be lame, limp”, 72 
handqa “strangle”, 48 

hiq baya “have the hiccups”, 71 
para 720" 359 

bir bayz ““be fed up’’, 71 
(td)hérdga “take counsel’, 73 
hargdb asa “cough”, 73 

haradm asa ““weed’’, 73 

hardra “be burned, be in a rage’, 48 
hardsa ““plough’’, 48 

hésdba “‘think’’, 48 

hasdsa “‘rab on the surface, grope’’, 49 
hasdwa asa “‘chat’’, 73 

Vase tb 55 

hatafa “‘advise”, 48 

hataba ““wash’’, 48 

hatara “‘be short’, 11, 48 
hatdra “‘make a fence’, 11, 48 
hituriaial “make atence, a3 
WOW GAATCCOVETa Neal and) 

héwdsa “mix, stir’’, 48 

bugni asa “be sad’, 73 


(ta)k0?a “be spilled”, 62 

ka@aba “testify”, 44 

kaba “testify”, 44 

kéba “testify”, 44 

kdda’a “‘abjure”’, 45 

kdddna ‘cover’, 9 

kaf baya “be sad, dissatisfied”, 71 
kafafa “be light’, 10 

kafala ““pay”, 9 

(a)kéfara “snore”, 33 
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kafata “open”, 9, 14 

kahkah asa “‘knock’’, 72 
kdbasa ““compensate”, 50 
kakabh baya “roar”, 72 

kalaba “shout’’, 52 

kulul baya “roll”, 72 

kitavasa “hire, 75 

kora’a “measure by cubit’’, 46 
karara “‘chatter’’, 12 

kirdtafa ““cut into small pieces”, 68 
kdsdsa “‘accuse”’, 10 

kusa asa “‘afiance’, 73 
Rkuskus asa “move”, 72 
kuskus baya “castle”, 72 
kataba “‘write”, 10 

katdfa “hash”, 9 


kadama “‘serve’, 12 

kafafa “be light’, 10 

kafif kana “be light’, 71, 72 
(a)Rofara “‘snore”, 33 

kéga “trample”, 63 

kalaga “‘create”, 10 

holaia spe acd; ie 

kana “De become.) oo 
kana baya “agree”, 72 

kara dig” 755 

karkar asa “gurgle’, 72 
Rasara “lose in business’, 9 
kasa- desite , 09 

(1a)Rétala “follow”, 30 
katéra ““prevent, hinder’, 9 
katata “store, preserve”, 12 


le aka “‘send’’, 43 

labin asa “‘yawn’’, 72 

libaga “‘whip’, 9 

labisa “‘dress”, 9, 14 

lafa@ a “become weak, exhausted”, 45 
lagdéda “‘have intercourse”, 10 
lihada “hold, catch’’, 50 
(ta)lahada ““burn’’, 51 

lablah baya “be loose’, 73 
léhama “be soft, smooth’’, 51 


labasa “‘lick’’, 50 

léhata “‘bark a tree’, 51 

lakdim baya “‘be near, approach”, 72 
lika “‘send’’, 43 

limdda “‘study, be accustomed”’, 9, 14 
léga “‘grow’’, 64 

(a)légaba “lend”, 29, 53 

(ta)légaba “‘borrow”’, 29, 53 

ligaliga “‘mix, confuse, interfere”, 68 
(a)/galaga “‘tinse, white wash”, 68 
lagima “pick up”, 9 

lagdga “twist (joints), 10 

Vagala mix) LZ, 

léta “‘go”, 14 

liya “‘separate”, 56 


(ta) meta ““be suitable’, 56 

méta “‘wash cloth’, 14, 56 

mida asa ““comb’’, 73 

magdda “burn, fry, cauterize’’, 12, 29 

(ta)magdda “burn (intransitive)”’, 29 

miagdla ““sappurate”, 9 

(4a) mégdna “take refuge against evil’, 
30 

maga “‘be better’, 56 

(a)maga “vanquish”, 56 

(4a)maga ““cross, make a step’’, 14, 56 

moha “be melted”, 62 

mah baya “kiss”, 71 

mabmah attasu “they kissed one 
another’ 71 

(2)mébasa “become worse’, 51 

miabata “hit, 14, 50 

maikdka “feel uneasy’, 10 

mila as2“‘look for ways and means”’, 73 

mila? “fill, fulfill’, 29, 45 

(ta)milaa ““become full”, 29 

malaba “‘chose’’, 52 

(a)molasa ““become soft’’, 33 

malata “pull off, take off”, 9 

(a)maldta “escape”, 32 

moga “be hot’, 62 

mardga “plaster”, 9 
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mardka “take prisoner”, 12 

marara “‘be bitter’, 10 

marata “‘strip off, penalize”, 9 

(a)mrdatdsa “teat off”, 68 

(a)mosa- “‘be impossible”, 46 

massa asa “flatten”, 72 

massa massa Rana “be accurate, equal’, 
tee 

(a)mosaa- “be impossible’, 46 

masila “‘be like, appear’, 9 

(a)masara “‘bake, pour the dough into 
the cooking plate’’, 33 

masasa “draw the sword’, 10 

masa “become evening”, 55 

masa “sweep, tub, erase’’, 56 

masata “‘have bad taste’, 10 

Mois die’, "G2 

mexana “weigh”, 11 


ndca “pluck out (grass), reap”, 55 
nat baya “chew off”, 73 
(a)nddada “‘keep up the fire”, 33 
nddafa “sting, card’, 9 
nadala “‘make a hole’’, 10 
naf@a “be useful’, 45 

nigds asa “trade”, 73 

ndgdsa ‘rule’, 9 

ndgdsa “be impure’, 10 
nabbi asa “‘pillage’’, 73 
nabata “‘churn’’, 50 

nak@a “touch”, 45 

nakdsa ‘bite’, 14 

nakara “‘soak’’, 9 

nakdsa “‘bite’’, 9 

ndqaba “‘be awake”, 52 
nagdla “aproot’, 9 

niqnig baya ““move’’, 73 
naqasa “‘diminish”’, 12 
hart) “hecome 5tG, 21n59 
nas@a “carry, take”, 45 
(a)ndta “be sick”, 45 
(a)nataa “be sick’, 45 
natdga “vomit”, 10 
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natara “‘bleed”’, 10 

(a)\natafa “‘spread”’, 33 

nawata ““change’’, 12 

nawaza ““change completely, upset’, 
iby 

nezafa “be clean’, 11 


hla sleepin, 65.) ,05 


baat) a4 


gab dasa “make fall down’, 71 

gab baya “fall down’’, 71 

gab@a “anoint”, 46 

(a)gabada “‘hand over’’, 33 

(ta)gebala “‘receive’’, 30 

gabara “bury”, 9 

gabata “lack, miss’, 10 

(td)qabata “disappear”, 31 

(ta)qabatu ‘‘disagree’’, 31 

geva “‘go to the field”, 56 

(a)gé¢a “‘lead to the field”, 56 

Goer cutidecide’!, 57 

gatin kana “be thin’, 72 

qadada ‘‘tear”, 10 

gadiba “‘draw water’, 52 

gadima “‘advance’’, 9 

(a)gofala “‘lock’’, 33 

gala “‘roast, fry”, 55 

galiba ‘‘catch the ball, catch the legs 
of someone to make him fall’’, 9 

galbi asa ““pay attention”, 73 

galab baya“‘spend sometime, linger’’,72 

galata “‘be proud’, 10 

gima asa “evaluate”, 73 

gimi¢ baya “crouch down”, 72 

gimiba “chew the narcotic plant 
Cali De 

gemasa “‘sharpen”, 11 

(a)gomasa “be beautiful”, 33 

gimatara “chatter, talk nonsense’, 68 

gana z ““prosper”’, 45 

gandna “‘stand”, 12 

gondta “pinch”, 12 | 

(a)gana “be ashamed”, 57 

gilia@a ““be jealous’’, 45 


geqala “‘mention, refer to”, 11 

gara “delay, stay out, remain behind’’, 
os) 

gara “read”, 45 

gar tenfas asa “pant”, 73 

garaa “‘read”’, 45 

girddida “cut’’, 68 

gerafa “‘skin off”, 11 

geraba “guard, tend”, 53 

(ta)gerdba “‘take care, be careful’, 53 

gerima ““prune a tree”, 11 

gorama “hit with the knuckles on 
the ‘head’*12 

gorara ““be near’’, 12 

gordsa “pay a down payment’, 12 

(a)gosa “‘knead’’, 57 

gata@a “punish”, 45 

gatab asa “‘remember’’, 71, 72 

gatab attésa “‘remind”, 71 

gitqit baya “tremble”, 73 

gitdqata “‘hammer, crush’, 68 

gatara\“tie, bind’, 12 

guy asa “get angry’, 73 

gayasa ““measure’”’, 12 


tea “see A467 

(a)ro’a “prepare the fresh gourd for 
its being used (either through 
rinsing with water or through 
cleaning with pebbles)’’, 62 

r@ama “massage”, 44 

(a)rbaraba ““water”’, 68 

(a)rdda “announce the death”, 45 

(a)rdd@a ‘“‘announce the death’, 45 

(a)rafada “‘be late’, 33 

riga@a “be coagulated”, 45 

ragéfa “‘shake, fall down (fruit)”’, 9 

(a)rgdeaba “‘answer, return, turn back”, 
68 

rigéta “kick”, 9 

(4a)régdza “lean upon’, 30 

roga “‘steal’’, 14, 57, 62 

ragaha “outweigh”, 53 


rababa ““be hungry’’, 50 
robaga “‘be far”, 51 
réhasa “‘be wet’, 51 
rakaba “‘find’’, 10 
rakdsa “‘be cheap’, 9 
(a)réga “‘allure, distract from some- 
thing”, 63 
ras@a “forget”, 45 
rat@a “win”, 29, 45 
(ta)rata@a “lose”, 29 
Fora» tun’, 62 
rézana “‘be heavy’, 11 


s@ada ‘distribute’, 44 
(ta)s@ala “ask, pray”, 43 
sabab asa “pretend”, 73 
sabaha “be fat (animal)”, 52 
sabara “‘break’’, 9 

sabri asa “be patient”, 73 
sata “drink”, 14, 55 

sota “‘smell’’, 63 

sutata “snif?’’, 63 

saddba “‘offend’’, 10 

sddada “‘chase away’’, 10 
sédaga “‘split”’, 11 

yale) sew, 355 

soft kana “become a monk’’, 72 
safara “camp”, 9 

sifara “travel”, 12 
(ta)safara “‘trade’’, 30 
sdgada ““prostrate, pray”, 9 
sdgdra “amble’, 9 

séhaga “‘laugh’’, 51 

sthata ““insert’’, 51 

waka “flee”, 14 

sakdka “‘string”, 10 

sakara “‘be drunk’, 9 
salaba “‘castrate”’, 9 

salaba “‘dance”’, 52 

salata “‘be saved, arrive safe’, 10 
(a)séma “‘sell’’, 64 

sam baya “‘be quiet”, 71 
sama@a “‘hear, listen’, 45 
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somdna “fast”, 12 

samiata “gather”, 12 
(a)séndna “‘talk’”’, 33 

sinan asa “quarrel”, 73 
sagdla “hang up’, 9 
(ta)s¢qala “climb”, 30 
(a)sora “serve food”, 62 
sarara ‘“‘climb (male on female)”, 10 
(as)sardra “‘eraft”, 34 

sas baya “‘stoop, bow”, 71 
sata “give”, 14, 55 


Sibatam kana “be gray (hair)”, 72 
Sita, “smell, S57 

Softa kana “‘tebel”, 72 

Sakki asa “doubt, 73 

Sakata “become mouldy’’, 12 
Stlida “‘shave’’, 11 

Séliama “‘decorate’’, 11 

S6ma “appoint”, 62 

Semaga “‘hide’’, 11, 14 

Simgig baya “‘shiver’’, 72 

(a)seta “accompany”, 56 

Sir baya “go around”, 73 

Sdrafa “‘be notched”’, 9 

Sarik, kana “participate”, 72 
Sirsir baya “take a walk’, 72, 73 


t@ab Rana ““become weak’, 72 

tuf baya “spit”, 73 

takdsa “squeeze together, stuff in”, 10 

tandolala “‘roll (intransitive)”’, 36 

(a)tnafdsa “take a rest”, 68 

tangolala “‘be sifted’’, 36 

tanana “‘smoke’’, 10 

tdrdfa “remain’’, 9 

(a)tratdra “shake the grains to sepa- 
tate them’’, 68 

tas baya “‘be pleased”, 71 


to? baya “pop up”, 71 
t@ama “taste good”, 43 
t@ana “load”, 44 

faba “suck? 3°55 
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tab asa “‘prepare”, 71 

taba’a “‘seal’’, 45 

tab? asa “‘seal’’, 45 

tababa “‘be narrow’’, 10 

tababa “‘skin”’, 52 

tabaga “‘be tight’, 9 

(4a) tabaga “‘be glued, be stuck to one 
another’, 31 

tafa “be satiated”, 55 

tafa@a ‘disappear’, 45 

tehana “be fine (flour)’’, 51 

talaa “‘hate’’, 45 

talab baya “be lukewarm”, 72 

talafa “rob, tie the legs of an animal’, 
2 

(ta)talafa “lay hold of”, 31 

folaga “‘wither’’, 12 

talala ““wind, wrap”, 12 

(a)talala “filter”, 33 

talaga “‘dip into, plunge’, 9 

(a)tlatdla “suspend”, 68 

téma “taste good”, 43 

tamada “‘put the yoke’, 9 

tamasa “‘lose’’, 10 

tana “‘\oad’’, 44 

téna “‘load”’, 44 

(td) tenaba “listen attentively”, 30 

tindtdna “spin”, 68 

joa “exceed 57 

taqdsa “nod”, 10 

toqdsa “beg”, 12 

tora “carry”, 62 

tardga “sweep”, 10, 13 

taraba “‘call’’, 52 

tarara- (with suffixed pronouns) “‘be 
thirsty”, 10 

vos | temain, LOreverin OS 


wadada “love”, 37 
wadala “‘be fat, stout”, 37 
wadaga “fall”, 37 


wahata ‘swallow’, 37, 50 
(4a)wabata “drown”, 37 
(ta)waka “swim”, 57 
wakdba “buy”, 37 

wala “‘spend the day’, 44 
walada “give birth’, 37 
walala “turn around, roam about’’, 37 
walim baya “go aside”, 72 
waqdra “engtave’, 37 
wagata “‘crush, thresh”, 37 
warada “so down’, 37 
wardsa “inherit”, 37 

was kana “‘guarantee”, 72 
wasdda “take”, 37 

wasdka “‘be dirty”, 37 
wasan dasa “delimit”, 73 
wetdfa “block up”, 37 
wit@a “go out’, 37, 45 
(a)wazaa “perspire”, 37, 45 


xdg asa “spread”, 71 

zag bays “lie down’, 71 

xégida “spread, distend’’, 11 

ragaha “be wide’, 52 

xégdna ‘gather’, 11 

xéhaba “drag”, 51 

(a)zola ““winnow’’, 62 

zilbi¢ baya “‘slide, slip’, 73 

(ta)zlabata “slide, slip”, 68, 73 

(a)zdléla “‘make turn in round (stone), 
totate%, 55 

valdma “rain”, 10 

xélima “‘do injustice’, 11 

ramdda “drag”, 10 

gana “dawn’’, 56 

zig baya “be strong’’, 72 

(a)xéra “winnow”, 62 

zdraa “sow”, 45 

xarafa “be bad’, 10 

varafa “pillage”, 10 

xiyara asa “pay a visit”, 73 


